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A TRADITIONAL VILLAGE FREEHOUSE, RESTAURANT AND B&B

The Brewers ArmsThe Brewers Arms
M A R T I N S T O W N

We will be hosting Christmas Carols again this year from 5 till 7pm 
on Sunday 12th December - 

in the garden so wrap up warm and sing loud! 

Christmas & New Year Opening Times
Christmas Eve - 12-8 (food 12-5)

Christmas Day - 11-1pm for Christmas Drinks 
Boxing Day to 29th December - Closed

30th to 31st December - OPEN AS NORMAL 
New Year’s Day - 12-4 pm (food 12-3)

2nd to 10th January - CLOSED 
Open as normal from 11th January 2022
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NEWS & ARTICLES FOR THE V&V PARISH MAGAZINE

It would be much appreciated if copy is supplied electronically as a text doc. (Microsoft 
Word etc.) with any accompanying images as JPEG files to the address BELOW.

ALL COPY MUST REACH ME BY 5pm on 15th (LATEST) OF THE PRECEDING MONTH
in order to be included in that issue.

T H E

M A G A Z I N E

ADVERTISING IN THE V&V PARISH MAGAZINE  •   Rates and Contact details

Current rates & specifications enquiries, and advertisement copy for each month’s issue to: 

Graham Herbert, 1 Cowleaze, Martinstown, DT2 9TD
Tel: 01305 889786 or email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk

The Valley & Valence 
Parish Magazine for

Winterborne St. Martin
Winterbourne Steepleton

Winterbourne Abbas
Compton Valence

V V&
“I really hope that you ALL 

have the best 

possible

Christmas 

and a 

healthy

New Year”

Ed.

DECEMBER 2021 
JANUARY 2022
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THOUGHTS
FROM THE 
DESK OF.. .
Rev. Jean
Saddington

‘But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.’  
Luke 2.19

I remember well the Christmas dinners at school and the joy and 
excitement of the occasion, not just because of the turkey and 
roast potatoes but more especially because of the Christmas 
pudding. Many of you will remember the tradition of putting a 
sixpence in the Christmas pudding, before cooking, so that some 
lucky person would find it when they tucked in.  At school we 
would eagerly anticipate our dessert to discover whether we had 
been fortunate enough to get a sixpence (I don’t think I ever did) 
and if we found one we would stand on our chair whilst everyone 
clapped and cheered.  (It wouldn’t be allowed nowadays under 
health and safety!)

For children that monetary bonus in the pudding added an extra 
mystique to an already special dessert.  Imagine the scene – 
a couple of hundred children carefully examining their pud, 
searching each mouthful before swallowing.  The concentration 
was immense as we diligently explored our bowls, digging deeply 
in the hope of the ultimate prize.

With Christmas, too, it pays look more deeply into things.  We 
can, of course simply enjoy the material elements of Christmas – 
parties, decorations, food, get-togethers and the like – or we can 
delve further into what this season is really all about.  What can 
we learn from the humility of the shepherds and the perseverance 
of the wise men, from Joseph and the innkeeper, from the events 
leading up to the manger and stable and the events that followed?  
The more we look the more we’ll discover.  

So don’t hurry through Christmas with barely a second thought. 
The story of the baby born in a stable in Bethlehem 2000 years 
ago was, at that time, a message of hope for people in real 
situations in the real world and it still is today for us.

During December we have a plethora of services for both the 
young and the not so young.  Beginning with ‘Darkness to Light’, 
then the Pub Carols (outside at the Brewers – a real community 
event), the four Carol services, two Crib services, the wonderment 
of the Midnight Service and the joy of the services on Christmas 
day (an outside service at Martinstown again) – see separate 
ads for details.  So this Christmas let’s look deeply into the true 
significance of Christmas - pause, like Mary, and ponder what it all 
might mean.

May the humility of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise 
men, the joy of the angels, and the peace of the Christ child be 
yours this Christmas…. and a Happy New Year!

Jean  -  Team Vicar
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The Parishes of The Winterbournes & Compton Valence

TEAM RECTOR
Rev’d Keith Magee  (07766 645136)

TEAM VICAR
Rev’d Jean Saddington (01305 889992) 
Available on: Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays 
On other days please contact one of the Church Wardens for all parish matters.

LICENSED LAY MINISTER
Allen Knott (01305 267217)                     

The Parish of the Winterbournes
There is a single Parochial Church Council for Martinstown, Steepleton and Abbas but each parish church retains its 
own local church committee.

Churchwardens   –               Dick Corbett-Winder (889410),  Ellie Sturrock (07980 089470),      
                                                         Joy Parsons (889611),  Roddy Kilpatrick (889238)
PCC Hon. Secretary   –   John Crawford  (01305 889377)
PCC Hon. Treasurer   –   Tom Webb  (01305 889097)

The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwarden & Treasurer   –   Jeremy Russell (01308 482227)
Churchwarden & Secretary   –   Peter Steel (01308 482782)
Dorchester and The Winterbournes Team Website: www.dorchesteranglican.info

Any of the above can be approached in the first instance for Baptism, Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit and they would welcome being told 
when anybody has been bereaved or is ill. They have answerphones for you to leave a message.
If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public prayer of the Church, we would be glad to do this as long as permission of the person 
involved is assured.

ASSOCIATE PRIEST
Rev’d Jo Lacy-Smith  (01305 889476)

Find us on Facebook 
Did you know that the 3 churches in the Winterbournes Parish are now on Facebook?  You can ‘like’ and 
‘follow’ for news and photos from St Michael’s, St Mary’s and St Martin’s. 

Our new season will start on Friday, 7th January. If you enjoy 
singing and would like to join us, you will be welcome at St. 
Martin’s Church between 7 and 8.15 p.m., when we’ll be 
working our way through a variety of music, both sacred and 
secular, but mainly on the lighter side. Although it helps a 
bit to be able to read music, that’s not an essential. Singers 
contribute £1 per session (fortnightly) towards church 
overheads.

If you’re interested, or would like any further information, 
please contact: Peter Wilkinson  (p_wilkinson@hotmail.com 
or 889077)
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CHURCH SERVICES during...                                             DEC 2021 • JAN 2022

SUNDAY 5TH DECEMBER  •  ADVENT 2
 10.00  Winterbourne Abbas – Holy Communion
 11.00  Martinstown – Holy Communion

SUNDAY 12th DECEMBER  •  ADVENT 3
 8.00  Martinstown – Holy Communion (BCP)
 9.30  Compton Valence – Holy Communion
 11.00  Winterbourne Steepleton – Holy Communion
 16.00  Martinstown – Carols at The Brewers’ Arms (outside if possible)

FRIDAY 17TH DECEMBER
 18.00  Winterbourne Steepleton – Carol Service

SUNDAY 19th DECEMBER  •  ADVENT 4
 10.00  Winterbourne Abbas – Worship Together
 11.00  Martinstown – Holy Communion
 18.00  Martinstown – Carol Service

MONDAY 20TH DECEMBER
 18.30  Compton Valence – Carol Service

TUESDAY 21ST DECEMBER
 19.00  Winterbourne Abbas – Carol Service

FRIDAY 24th DECEMBER  •  CHRISTMAS EVE
 15.00  Winterbourne Abbas – Crib Service
 16.00  Martinstown – Crib Service  
 23.00  Winterbourne Steepleton – Midnight Service (HC)

SATURDAY 25TH DECEMBER  •  CHRISTMAS DAY
 9.30  Compton Valence – Holy Communion
 11.00  Martinstown – Holy Communion

SUNDAY 26TH DECEMBER  •  BOXING DAY 
 11.00  Martinstown – Favourite Carols

SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY  •  EPIPHANY
 10.00  Winterbourne Abbas – Holy Communion
 11.00  Martinstown – Holy Communion

SUNDAY 9TH JANUARY  •  BAPTISM OF CHRIST
 8.00  Martinstown – Holy Communion (BCP)
 9.30  Compton Valence – Holy Communion
 11.00  Winterbourne Steepleton – Holy Communion

SUNDAY 16TH JANUARY  •  EPIPHANY 2
 10.00  Winterbourne Abbas – Worship Together
 11.00  Martinstown – Holy Communion
 17.00  Martinstown – Church@Five

SUNDAY 23RD JANUARY  •  EPIPHANY 3
 11.00  Martinstown – Worship Together

SUNDAY 30TH JANUARY  •  CANDLEMAS
 11.00  Winterbourne Abbas
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Muffling the Bells...
As I write, we are preparing for the 
Remembrance Sunday Service to be held 
once again on Martinstown Village Green.  
Each of us, whether a veteran of the Armed 
Forces or not, will have our own thoughts 
about what this means to us.  Each will be 
remembering someone of significance in 
their own life - for me it is the uncle whom 
I never met as he went down with his ship 
in 1944.   

Our village has a very special memorial to 
those who gave their lives in the Second 
World War in the shape of the church bells, 
given by parishioners in their honoured 
memory.  These will be rung before the 
Service and will sound a little different 
from usual as it is traditional to half-muffle 
the bells when they are rung in mourning 
on occasions such as this. By muffling the 
clapper on one side, an echo effect is created 
as the blows are alternately loud and soft.  

A muffle is made from padded leather and 
our set of these has been reconditioned 
by local saddler, Alix Carter.  We are most 
grateful to her for producing these, as people 
with such skill are hard to find these days.    

Alison Crawford

Hello there from your local Police Community Support Officer, Sarah PCSO 5410
Whilst I may not of been out on patrol in your village much over the last few months I am trying to get back 
into a routine like us most I expect.  I will still aim for the 2nd Wednesday of every month around 11 am, 
shifts and commitments allowing.  I will pop into the shop then do foot patrol so if you are wanting to catch 
up with me either catch me in the shop or whilst walking about.

You can also go online via this link: www.dorset.police.uk/contact-us/ and get a message to me.

Many Thanks Sarah

The Community Lunch team warmly invites you to join us for Christmas 
lunch on the 10th December in the Village Hall at 12:30.  Welcome 
drink & nibbles, roast turkey (with all the usual trimmings), 
Christmas pudding, coffee and home made sweet treats, all for £10.

We would love welcome you to join the festive fun.  
To book, please ‘phone Ced on 889438.

FRIDAY
LUNCH
•CLUB•
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and include wild cherry, bird cherry, beech, 
hornbeam, silver birch and maple.

The trees have guards to protect them from 
deer, and mulch mats to help keep moisture in 
and reduce competition from grass. We hope 
that you will enjoy watching the trees flourish 
over the years to come.

Thank you to all who have been a part of 
the Queens Green Canopy tree planting – to 
those who donated, those who helped with 
the preparation and those who helped plant. A 
lovely community effort.

The 70 trees are in a line along the bridleway 
at Grove Hill Bottom. They are whips, so are 
very small at present. They are native trees 

If you would like to join us, can offer help, or have relevant expertise or contacts, please email us at  
greenmartinstown@gmail.com

I buy all my diary products and most of my 
fruit and vegetables from the village shop 
each week. If I ate meat and fish, I hope that 
I would prioritize the village shop before the 
supermarket.

To be able to get the best out of the village 
shop I have to order what I need for the week 
ahead. This needs a bit of forward planning as 
I need to decide what I am going to cook for 
following week. by Tuesday. Sometimes I find 
this difficult.

By ordering the fruit and vegetables I can usu-
ally get what I need and they are always really 
good quality. Most of Karen’s fresh foods are 
locally sourced or provided by a local supplier. 
They are tasty, fresh or frozen within the shop.

I have not noticed a huge price difference be-
tween the shop and Waitrose, there is a price 
difference between the shop and Lidle’s, but 
Lidle’s is not local and does not have such a 
wide variety of locally sourced food.

During the first lockdown we all became 
dependent on the village shop. Gratefully 
ordering our supplies while Karen and others 
stepped up to the mark and worked so hard 
delivering our food. Some people in the village 
are still dependent on the shop for their shop-
ping, post office, banking, dry cleaning, parcel 
delivery or just daily contact with another 

human being. The shop provides far more than 
food stuff, both literally and emotionally and is 
the centre of communication for the village.

If we do not spend a few pennies extra each 
week and use it, it will go. There is no doubt 
about this. Like everything that is associated 
with healing our planet, the key challenge is to 
think of ourselves as community rather than 
individuals. Please talk to Karen, pick up an or-
der form and see how the village shop can fulfil 
a high percentage of your shopping needs. This 
is a different way of shopping. Thank you.

A different way of shopping...        by Jo Lacy-Smith
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At our October meeting Colin Varndell 
gave an excellent presentation on “The 
Hedgehog Predicament”.  Accompanied 
by superb photographs, he talked about 
the natural history of hedgehogs, the 
decline of the species and what we can do 
as individuals to help them. 

Hedgehogs are nocturnal, solitary 
wanderers with no territories. They go 
out to find food every night. Their weight 
varies with age and the passing of the 
seasons. A one year old hedgehog weighs 
around 530 grams and a well-fed adult 
can reach 1,500 grams. Their prickles 
are for defence and, if in danger, they 
roll up in a ball. Their eyesight is poor 
but they have a superior sense of smell 
to forage for food. They eat 10% of their 
body weight, which includes beetles, 
millipedes, bird’s eggs, slugs and field 
voles. The breeding season is April to 
September with a gestation period of 4-5 
weeks, with the average litter size being 
4-5 hoglets. In order to hibernate they 
build nests with deciduous leaves and 
their body temperature falls from 35C 
to 4C or less with the heart rate slowing 
from 200 beats to less than 32. Their 
natural habitat is woodland, but with 
the decreasing woodland and pasture 
due to intensive agriculture and the 

VA
LL

EY
 CL

UB
 NE

WS use of pesticides they tend to be found around 
farmland, hedgerows, parkland and gardens. 
Hedgehogs are in decline, down from 30 million 
in the 1950’s to half a million now. This is due to 
a variety of reasons – road deaths, predators, 
decline of gardens and access to them, slug 
pellets, plastic can holders and elastic bands. 
We can all help to increase awareness of  the 
predicament of the hedgehogs by becoming a 
hedgehog friendly village and spreading the 
word in order to lessen their decline.

Our final event for this year will be on Friday 
3rd December at 7.30pm when we will have our 
Christmas Social. We will have mulled wine and 
mince pies with entertainment by the talented 
Winterbourne Singers, the Ukulele group 
(MUGS) and recorders. This is always a popular 
event and non-members are welcome to attend 
at a cost of £5.

On behalf of the Committee we wish you a very 
Merry Christmas and all good wishes for 2022. 
Thank you for all your support.

Dates for your diary:
Mon. 17th January 2022  -  Gardening for 
Climate Change 

Mon. 21st March 2022  -  7.45pm AGM + Talk at 
8.00pm TBC

Pat Willetts   -   Tel. 568458

Another Artsreach Performance                                by Fran Taylor
October has been and gone and during that month we were able to welcome the return of Rural Touring 
thanks to Artsreachwho had offered us another family show. 

As a result one fine Saturday afternoon the doors of our Village hall were thrown open to welcome a 
sizeable audience who had come along to enjoy to enjoy a production of “Tales of Robin Hood” created  
and  performed by Dave Oliverand James Richardson otherwise known as  known as “Angel Heart and  
Rattlebox” This sSkilful pair proceeded to bewitch an appreciative audience of young and old alike as we 
were all.swept along with the stories  of that famous outlaw, Robin Hood and his merry men, the beautiful 
Maid Marrion (actually she was n’t that beautiful)and the wicked Sheriff of Nottingham.

Using expert puppetry they included skills of interactive archery and a lot of knockabout. Of course 
audience participation had a great part to play. 

It had been a fantastic afternoon of fun. I do hope that “Angel Heart  and Rattle box will make a return visit 
to entertain us once more sometime in the future. 
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Village Windows Advent Calendar Trail
After yet another strange year of shut downs, 
social distancing, the two-metre rule and foggy 
glasses due to wearing masks – I am hoping 
this Christmas might be a little more normal 
and a lot jollier than the last one!  One Christmas 
success from last year though was the Village 
Windows Advent Calendar Trail, it received 
such good reviews from the community that we 
have decided to run it again this year.  Scattered 
through Martinstown are twenty-four villagers 
who are going to decorate a window in their 
home for Advent.  Each day, from the 1st to the 
24th December, a new window will be revealed.  
Once opened, each window will stay on show 
until the 27th December.  Look out for these 
festive offerings throughout the month, why not 
take a stroll each day to find and view the newest 
window, fun for all ages and a good talking point 
too!  We hope the effort and care that has been 
taken by participants will bring Christmas cheer 
and make you smile!

Please see the list of window numbers next to 
their location.

If you like our efforts, I am hoping that you might 
put a donation into a collection box in aid of the 
local homeless charities The Lantern Trust and 
The Dorset Bus Shelter.  The box will be found 
in Martinstown Village Shop and Post Office – it 
would be wonderful if at the same time as we 
spread some festive fun in our own village, that 
we could also extend a helping hand to the needy 
by paying for a Christmas dinner, a bed for the 
night, medical care and counselling for some of 
those that are less fortunate.

Your support is needed to achieve this so with that 
                        in mind, we send thanks to all those 
                           who have already agreed to take  
                            part and thanks to everyone in 
                                    anticipation of your support in 
                                    our endeavours.

                                  Wishing you all a Christmas 
                               filled with peace, joy and 
                              contentment and a happy and  
                           healthy New Year.

MAY YOUR DAYS BE MERRY & BRIGHT,  AND... 
MARTINSTOWN ADVENT WINDOWS FULL OF LIGHT!

Advent Calendar 
Windows can be found 
at the following addresses:

1st 16 Cowleaze
2nd Library Cottage
3rd The Brewer’s Arms
4th 1 Burnside
5th 1 Cowleaze
6th Old Cottage
7th 27 Grove Cottage
8th Steven’s Farmhouse
9th April Cottage, 1 The Terrace
10th 10 Manor Grove
11th 21 Cowleaze
12th Martinstown Village Hall
13th 3 Hardy Close
14th Steven’s Farm Lodge
15th 2 Cowleaze
16th 12 Cowleaze
17th 34 Cowleaze
18th Park Farm
19th 12 Manor farm Court
20th The Laurels
21st Maltster’s Cottage
22nd 12 Manor Grove
23rd 4 Manor Farm Court
24th Old Brewery House

Sally Webb on behalf of the Parish of the 
Winterbournes Charity Group - 889097
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Martinstown Women’s Institute

At our November meeting Pene Blogg gave us a very interesting talk and 
demonstration on Spinning.   She brought samples of the different fibres 
– flax, wool, cotton and silk that can be spun, and some of the beautiful 
articles she had made.

The next  meeting will be our Christmas Party on Wednesday 8th December 
at 7 pm.  Once again we are collecting gifts for the Dorchester Women’s 
Refuge (essential toiletries and sanitary products, etc.)  Please bring them 
to the December meeting or give to Lesley Pemberton.

Following a majority vote, we will be changing our meeting times during the 
winter months.  As from January 2022 we will be meeting in the afternoons 
at 2.30 pm.  (Back to evenings at 7 pm from April-October.)

At our meeting on 12th January 2022 we will be discussing the resolutions. 

Our next WI meeting will be on Wednesday 13 October at 7 pm when we will 
be having an amusing talk from Hilary Green on “Marriages and Deaths”.

Angela Barrett  -  Secretary

T H I S  M O N T H ’ S  N E W S  F R O M

MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE STORE

Tel: 01305 889547 • Email: martinstownvillagestore@gmail.com 

Shop & POST OFFICE 
Opening Times
Monday  -  Saturday 
8.30am to 2pm
Sunday 
9.30am to 11.30am

Drinks, light snacks 

and cakes 
available

With Christmas approaching and the need to send parcels abroad 
earlier; I would like to encourage customers to pop in and collect 
the custom forms needed now to send due to the changes.

I will show you how to complete and it will save you all waiting 
time and helps me process faster.

All other Post Office services are still available from cash 
withdrawals, cheque deposits, bill payments to gift vouchers. 

See you soon.  Karen Barrett 
Martinstown
Village Store
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Since this appeal started we have received 
many appreciative comments and helpful 
suggestions, such as “I rely on it for what’s 
coming up” and “I don’t have a computer 
and it’s my main way of staying in touch”. 
The common thread to all of them is the 
wish to see V&V continue and thrive, which 
is a great encouragement to the PCC and 
Editor.

The appeal has got off to an encouraging 
start but still has some way to go, not only 

PROGRESS ON THE V&V MAGAZINE APPEAL
to plug this year’s deficit of £1900 – £2000 
but also to ensure the magazine’s long-term 
viability. Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed so generously already. If you 
haven’t yet, it’s not too late and any amount 
would be gratefully received to help ensure 
the continuation of this magazine. Also, 
if you know of any potential advertisers, 
please encourage them to contact the Editor, 
Graham Herbert.  Many thanks.

John and Alison Crawford

V I L L A G E  H A L L
100 CLUB

DRAW

NOVEMBER 2021
£25 - Mike & Ann Bennett

£10 - Carol Whitty
£5 - Rob Wilkins

DECEMBER 2021
£25 - Cerry Mcqueen

£10 - Ann Pewsey
£5 - Anne Tate

Dorchester Poverty Action (DPA) has been 
working locally throughout the pandemic 
providing grants of up to £250 to those living 
in DT1 and DT2, who are at a point of financial 
crisis.    A small amount of money can make 
the difference between just managing and 
beginning a downward spiral of debt.   

Over the last 2 years people have been made 
redundant, some people have not been eligible 
for furlough but have no on-going work, the 
prevalence of domestic abuse increased and 
children have not been at school, some with no 
access to online learning.  DPA has been there 
throughout, working with local professionals, 
providing grants for furniture to those moving 
away from an abusive relationship, computers 
for a school in DT2, nursery equipment for a 
new baby, a car repair for a rural worker to 
get to their job and when the schools returned, 
grants for school uniform, especially shoes.  

Grants have also been provided to help 
cover fuel costs, as people were at home all 
day during lockdown.  DPA’s fuel grants will 
become even more needed as the cost of fuel 

rises this winter.  Many of us have 
just received our letter stating that we will 
be receiving the DHSS annual winter fuel 
payment of £200.  Do you need that £200?  This 
amount of money could make a real difference 
to a family in DT1 or DT2, who has to decide 
whether to feed the children or heat the home.  

To find out more about Dorchester Poverty 
Action go to www.dorchesterpovertyaction.
org.uk where you can learn more about the 
charity and donate.  Alternatively cheques can 
be made out to Dorchester Poverty Action and 
sent to DPA c/o United Church Dorchester 49-
51 Charles Street, Dorchester DT1 1EE.  

Thank you. 

Dorchester Poverty Action

C H R I S T M A S  C R A C K E R S
What did the stamp say to the Christmas card? 
Stick with me and we’ll go places!

How did Mary and Joseph know Jesus’ weight 
when he was born? 
They had a weigh in a manger!
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The MILEATERS out and about...
Linda Scotts, Lynne Axford and of course, Lulu.

www.martinstown-news co.uk
...send us YOUR news and views!

Monday 8 November started grey and damp as 4 dogs 
escorted by 19 Mileaters set out on our latest excursion.  
This time our start and end point was the True Lovers 
Knot, a pub in Tarrant Keyneston, a longish drive but 
well worth the effort.  From there we walked a known 
route, but one which we had not done for some time, 
across the fields to Spetisbury, along the old railway 
line and back across the water meadows which were 
definitely living up to their name.  The more intrepid 
among us also scaled the iron age fort of Crawford 
Castle to enjoy wide ranging views towards sister forts 
from a bygone age.  

Along the way we visited the thirteenth century 
church of St Mary, whose walls are decorated with the 

remains of 13th and 14th century frescoes which were 
rediscovered in the 1970s.  Further on we crossed 
the old stone bridge at Spetisbury, pausing for a 
photograph there to echo one taken the last time we 
did this walk.

Our coffee break was taken on the former station 
platform at Spetisbury; alas no trains have run through 
there since the 1950’s.  The rain held off until we 
arrived back at our cars in time for a well earned pub 
lunch.

All in all a very pleasant walk of approximately 5.7 miles, 
no big hills to climb, and a good route for an autumn 
morning.
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Regular Group Meetings

Chairperson – Jan Griffiths 01305 889738
Bookings - Ann Matthews -  01305 889248 
or email ronann.matthews@btinternet.com

Baby & Toddler Group 10 – 12 noon Lauren Whittal l- 07733362798
     Louisa Shephard -07585622699

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts 5:30 – 7:30 pm Sue Gower – 01305 889388

Monday Meeting  2:00 – 3:00 pm Anne Tate – 01305 889506

WI Garden Club  3:30 – 4:30 pm Anne Tate – 01305 889506
(1st Monday in month) 

Valley Club   7:45 – 10 pm Pat Willets – 01305 568458
(3rd Monday in month)

Botanical Art  9:30 – 12:30 pm Pat Allen – 01308 862063
(term times only)

Sequence Dance Group 2:30 – 4:40 pm Ann Matthews  - 01305 889248

Badminton  7:30 – 9:30 pm Juliet Rose - 07969292973

  
Chair Based Exercise 10:30 – 11:30 am Suzanne Fellowes-Joyce - 01308 281882

W.I.    6:45 – 9:00 pm Rosie Duke – 01305 889555
(2nd Wednesday in month) 

Beginners’ Dance  8:00 – 10:00 pm Ann Matthews -  01305 889248

Poundbury Art Group 10:00 – 1:00 pm Teresa Blades – 01305 889947
Sequence Dance Group 2:30 – 4:30 pm Ann Matthews -  01305 889248

Yoga   6:00 – 7:30 pm Gemma O’Beirne - 07821593314

Keep Fit class  10:15 – 11:45 am Suzanne Fellowes-Joyce - 01308 281882
Bingo (every other Friday) 7:00 – 9:30 pm Ann Matthews -  01305 889248

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
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The next PC meeting is to be held on Thursday 
25th November 7.45pm at the Village Hall - at 
this meeting the budget will be considered. All 
welcome.

The PC will be making agendas and minutes 
available on the village notice boards. 

The National Grid VIP project have kindly 
offered to sponsor a Christmas tree this year.

If you are interested in the Community Speed 
Watch scheme, please Contact Cllr Tim 
Bareham who has agreed to be the Speed 
watch coordinator. Please see his contact 
number on the website or email via the Clerk.

The comments from the survey are being 
analysed and a report will be made available 
with PC comments and any actions which will 
produce a Parish Plan that the PC can work 
towards for the community. Each month we 
hope to report on items that came up in the 
survey for your information.

The PC Garage
The Garage is located adjacent to the village 
green, it has been let out historically as a 
garage, workshop and store. The current 
tenant also has a property in the village. The 
PC went through a formal tendering process 
when the garage was last leased in 2014. It is 
believed that the garage was initially a coal 
shed for village use.

Winterborne St Martin Parish Council  - NEWS        Dec 2021/Jan 2022

Chairman’s report:
Thank you to all parishioners in Martinstown 
who have maintained their part of the river 
and thank you to the flood volunteers who 
helped their neighbours and friends. The 
Parish Council arranged the removal of the 
debris which has now been done.

The Council continues to talk to all the experts 
as we work to prevent flooding, promote 
nature and understand the sewage issue in 
Martinstown. We are presently not supporting 
planning applications to keep reminding 
Wessex Water and Dorset Council of the issues 
we have had in Martinstown over the last few 
years.

The PC discussed the capacity and state of 
the sewage system with Wessex water in 
September and Wessex Water reported they 
were aware of the situation, and they had 
repaired over 300 metres of the drain over the 
last few years, with more planned next year. 
The issue of reducing clean water run-off from 
roofs getting into the foul water remains a key 
one.

Dorset Wildlife Trust visited the stream in 
November and offered their support and 
advice. We hope to have a date for a parish 
meeting with Wessex Water shortly.
The Parish Council continues to raise the issue 
of flooding and sewage as often as we can.
With thanks
Councillor Andy Daw (Chair)

To contact the Council - 
E-mail: clerk@winterbornestmartin-pc.gov.uk
Or speak to any of the Councillors in your 
usual way - contact numbers are on the PC 
website.
Website: www.winterbornestmartin-pc.gov.uk

Merry Christmas and Happy New year from Winterborne St Martin Parish Council
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Memories of a bonfire night...           by Fran Taylor

November arrived and my nostalgic thoughts 
turned to “Remember, remember the fifth of 
November, gunpowder, treason and plot!” As a 
child, bonfire night was never to be missed and  it 
was always magical.

The building of the bonfire was the first part of the 
ritual. The older children raided   outhouses and 
sheds, scavenging for suitable material. Worn out 
fruit boxes and even once, a deserted rabbit hutch 
and all garden detritus. Everything combustible 
was piled up higher and higher! Construction 
of the Guy came next - a pair of paint splattered 
trousers, a well worn shirt. “Oi!, those trousers are 
my favourite trousers, years of wear yet!”  “tough!” 
came the cheeky reply. A pair of old gloves will  
serve for hands. Next comes the head, a well-
worn pillow case, stuffed with straw - a jeering 
mask for a face is jauntily plonked into place. “oi, 
thats my favourite cap!” Too late!

All is ready - well not quite. The fireworks having 
been bought and are now placed in an old biscuit 
tin so that the odd spark cannot accidentally set 
them off too soon. I remember that happening once!

Dusk settles and it’s time for the fun to begin. 
The fire is lit, helped by a generous dollop of 
something flammable. The fire bursts into life and 
we all stand back. 

The fire roars and explodes, the flames licking and 
devouring anything that gets in its way.Sparks 
drift skywards. Smoke eddies and billows around. 
The Guy slowly tips forward and then crashes into 
the heart of the fire, to be consumed.  That raises 
a cheer. Sparklers, now fizzing and shining, write 
names in the darkness before spluttering and 
dying. Next the Roman Candles which burst and 
pop whilst rockets whizz and explode, scattering 
exquisite rainbows of colour . . .  “Ooh Ahh!” 
comes the cry.

And now there’s the food! Potatoes having been 
lodged at the base of the fire are now raked out 
and passed among the spectators who strip away 
the charred exterior. This is always followed by 
Parkin, a soft cake, which sticks to your teeth and 
requires an exploratory finger to scrape off the 
gooey substance. 

Now all that remains of the fire are the embers  
indicating that another bonfire night is drawing to 
a close. 

The families start to drift away. It’s over for 
another year.  

Memories of that night stay firmly locked in - to be 
experienced with my family and friends  in times 
to come. 

And the future? People often say that today 
is yesterdays’ future which it is, of course. It 
means you are still conscious. But is there only 
one future? Some argue that there are many 
futures, in that case where are they? In some 
other universe that we can’t ever touch. Well, I 
certainly hope so. All those mistakes I made and 
opportunities missed are out there somewhere. 
Yippee, my other universe self is having fun. 
Hang on a minute though, he’s also not having 
fun somewhere else. In fact, a far worse time 
than I’m having now. That is really complicated. 
So, for now and because the rest is ridiculously 
unimaginable, lets stick with our own known 
universe.

Do you agree with me then that this single past

“Has it ever struck you that life is all 
memory, except for the one present moment 
that goes by you so quick you hardly catch it 
going?”
Tennessee Williams

There is only one “Past”, I think we can be sure 
of that, although we are unsure where that past 
resides. In our memory which is imperfect? Or 
in books which may be false, or in photographs 
which can be faked and are anyway just instants 
in time. However, I feel we can be reasonable sure 
that only one past has happened.

What about the present? More difficult because 
the present becomes the past instantly and the 
“now” is extremely transitory. Does the present 
exist? If it does then it’s very short-lived.

continued on p18
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In 2016 a group of 
Martinstown villagers 
started a fundraising 
group to raise money 
for organisations 
that have a local 
connection. Over 
the last six years 
we have raised over 
£13,000 (despite the 
limitations of the 

pandemic in 2020 and 2021) and we plan to 
continue into 2022. Our charity for the last two 
years has been the Dorchester County Hospital 
Chemotherapy Appeal.

Next year we are raising money for Living 
with cah, a registered charity which provides 
support and advice to families living with 
congenital adrenal hyperplasia and funds 
research. Ben and Leanne at The Brewers 
Arms learned this year that two of their sons 
have this condition. It means their sons are 
unable to produce enough of the hormone 

Martinstown Circle Suppers cortisol which our bodies need to cope with 
stress, and as a consequence have to take 
medication every day as they are at risk if they 
become unwell or suffer an accident or injury.

We have lots of ideas in mind for next year’s 
events so are hoping very much that there 
will be no more need for restrictions and 
lockdowns. One event we plan to repeat is the 
very successful race night which we held back 
in 2019 as the horses are ready and raring 
to hit the course again. Another   idea in the 
planning stage is a garden fete.

But the backbone of this fundraising are 
the quarterly suppers which members host 
and attend as guests. This is a great way to 
meet new people in the village. We would be 
delighted if others would like to join the rota 
in 2022. 

If you are interested and would like to know 
more, please contact Cathie Seigal on 01305 
889244 or catherineseigal@hotmail.com.

And a huge thankyou to all who have 
supported us over the years.

existed but we can’t ever really know it. It’s only 
as good as our memory and what we are told. 
Both very fallible items.

I have already argued that the present is very, 
very, transient. And the Future, it’s as transient as 
the present. That full stop I typed was the future, 
now it’s the past and if I change it to a comma, it 

continued from p.17 never existed. It really did exist, but you will have 
to take my word for it. And I wouldn’t do that if I 
were you. Where are we?

Perhaps you wish you hadn’t started reading this, 
however that’s in the past, don’t keep looking 
back, look to the future, if it exists! 

By Stuart Nuttall
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FRIDAY NIGHT

BINGO
...it’s back!

Every fortnight from 
17th September at the Village Hall

Eyes down 7.00pm
ALL GOOD FOOD PRIZES TO BE WON!

NEW TIME!
NEW TIME!

...is here to support individuals and families experiencing 
financial hardship is these difficult times. We can offer grants to 
help with everyday living expenses and some practical support.
We cover Martinstown, Winterborne Steepleton and 
Winterborne Abbas.

ALL ENQUIRES ARE CONFIDENTIAL.
Please contact Frances Clifford on 889400 or 07780441043  
or frances_cliifford@hotmail.com 
...or Jan Griffiths on 889738 or j.griffiths127@btinternet.com 
...or Joy Parsons on 889611

TRUST
THE WINTERBOURNE
COMMUNITY 

Recycling, Rubbish & Garden Waste Collection Dates 

December 2021*

January 2022*

2nd (Thursday)  - recycling and food

16th (Thursday)  - recycling and food 

30th (Thursday)  - recycling and food

13th (Thursday)  - recycling and food

27th (Thursday)  - recycling and food 

For more information contact:

www.dorsetforyou.com/recycle

9th (Thursday)  - rubbish and food

23rd (Saturday)  - rubbish and food

6th (Friday)  - rubbish and food

20th (Thursday)  - rubbish and food

8th (Weds)                   - garden waste                22nd (Weds)                - garden waste

19th (Weds)                 - garden waste5th (Weds)  - garden waste

* Correct at time of printing.
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JON JOHNSON 
Plumbing and Heating Services

Old Dairy, Park Farm, Martinstown
Tel: 01305 889157 • Mobile:07708 010528 

Email: jjpandh@sky.com

• Your friendly, local plumbing and heating engineer
• 30 years’ experience

• Reliable and competitive rates
• All aspects of plumbing and heating
• From small repairs, full installations

to general property maintenance

* Free quotations and advice *
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Rosemary Rogers Catering
Lower Muckleford Farm • Muckleford • DT2 9SW

T: 07788436797  •  E: Rosemarywdt2@gmail.com

Arrangement of 
hire of cutlery and 

crockery

Anything from a plate of sandwiches to a wedding buffet
Christening lunches/teas  •  Wedding celebrations

Funeral refreshments  •  Fill your freezer  •  Dinner parties  •  Office lunches 
Corporate entertainment  •  One pot wonders

Want guaranteed savings on your utility bills?
Energy • Phone • Broadband • Mobiles • Insurance

ALL ON ONE BILL!
Cash back to reduce your bill

Personal assistance from your local representative... 

Call Ivor or Val on:
    01305 889599  or  07768417471
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Tel: 01305 772096
Mobile: 07759 403805
johnstilesdesign@hotmail.com

We offer a confidential, reliable, efficient and 
professional service at reasonable rates.

To arrange a first free interview without obligation, 
please contact:   Telephone: 01258 471669  
Email: simon@sjcltd.co.uk  •  www.sjcltd.com

JON BUDDLE
TREE SURGERY & GARDENING SERVICES
(MOWING, HEDGE CUTTING ETC.)

FULLY INSURED  •  NPTC CERTIFICATED

For a FREE quote:
Phone: 01305 889982    Mobile: 07775 806488
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Eco-friendly materials used

Experienced staff and fully insured

We clean - Ovens, Agas, Ranges, Hobs, 
Extractors, Microwaves, BBQs

We cover all of Dorset

www.cleanovendomestics.co.uk

Clean Ovens Domestic Ltd

Call Dave on –
08007076629 or mobile: 07563693145

Serving dried pasta’s, sauces, oils, vinegars, biscuits and much more. 
We also have a deli counter serving speciality cold meats and cheese. 

Freshly brewed Neapolitan takeaway coffee is available too.

OPEN 8.00 - 17.00 MON to SAT (9.00 - 16.00 SUN) 
8  H A R D Y E  A R C A D E ,  D O R C H E S T E R  D T 1  1 B Z

T e l :  0 7 8 8 2  2 2 3 1 9 7  •  E m a i l :  d a n a 3 0 9 7 7 9 @ h o t m a i l . c o . u k

MANY

ITEMS FOR

CHRISTMAS
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ING
Let me take the 

strain out of your 

Young, Strong Ex Forestry Worker, 
Offers Reliability and Competitive 
Rates: General & Heavy Garden
Work, Lawns, Strimming, Hedges 
and Odd Jobs

Ring Max Deller: 
01305 889296 or 07826 636153
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C.A.AERIALS    Ltd
Installations & Repairs

•  Freeview   •  Freesat   
•  DAB   •  Sky Dishes
•  Multipoints   •  VHF

Town & rural  areas covered

Telephone: 01305 839681 
or Mobile: 07979 876071

*

* One per houshold
   T&Cs apply

Business Insurance  •  Commercial & Residential Landlords Insurance  •  Holiday Home Insurance  •  Personal Insurance  •  Travel Insurance

Are you getting the service and advice you 
need to protect your home or business?
At David Upshall Insurance services we pride ourselves on 
our old fashioned service, whilst embracing the latest 
technology.

As our client you are important to us, 
you can expect your dedicated account 
handler to give you the best advice when 
setting up your policy and continued support when you need it. 

We’re here to help...

To find out more contact our office on: 01305 268883 or 
David Upshall on: 07818 035450  •  email: david@davidupshall.co.uk

DAVID UPSHALL
Insurance Services

DAVID UPSHALL
Insurance Services

44 South Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1DQ
E: info@davidupshall.co.uk
W: www.davidupshall.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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