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A TRADITIONAL VILLAGE FREEHOUSE, RESTAURANT AND B&B

The Brewers ArmsThe Brewers Arms
M A R T I N S T O W N

“Welcome back - thank you for your patience. 
Let the good times begin ...again!”
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NEWS & ARTICLES FOR THE V&V PARISH MAGAZINE

It would be much appreciated if copy is supplied electronically as a text doc. (Microsoft 
Word etc.) with any accompanying images as JPEG files to the address BELOW.

ALL COPY MUST REACH ME BY 5pm on 15th (LATEST) OF THE PRECEDING MONTH
in order to be included in that issue.

T H E

M A G A Z I N E

ADVERTISING IN THE V&V PARISH MAGAZINE  •   Rates and Contact details

Current rates & specifications enquiries, and advertisement copy for each month’s issue to: 

Graham Herbert, 1 Cowleaze, Martinstown, DT2 9TD
Tel: 01305 889786 or email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk

The Valley & Valence 
Parish Magazine for

Winterborne St. Martin
Winterbourne Steepleton

Winterbourne Abbas
Compton Valence

JUNE 2021V V& WE WANT YOUR PHOTOS!
Would you like the chance to see a photo taken by YOU 
on the front cover?

Email your photo to me at: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk 
make it relevant to the area in some way, let me know the 
title (or where it is) and put something like “photo for front 
cover” as the subject of the email.

One photo will be chosen each month to be on the front 
cover of this magazine - it could be yours!
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THOUGHTS
FROM THE 
DESK OF.. .
Rev. Jean
Saddington

I have, for many years, taken an interest in the Celtic Church.  Though 
some say we have no ‘written’ evidence that the Celtic Church ever 
existed there is nevertheless a rich tradition of this kind of spirituality 
in various parts of the country and in particular in Northumberland 
where it all began.

Let me briefly set the scene.  Between the years 43-410 CE the 
Romans occupied southern Britain and Christianity is established.  
However, once the Roman troops left Britain, Anglo Saxon invaders 
came and were responsible for destroying most of the remaining 
churches.  It was the late 4th century when the characteristics we 
recognise as the Celtic Church began to emerge, with its ‘Golden 
Age’ being between the mid 5th and mid 7th centuries.   During 
this ‘Golden Age’ Aiden was sent from Iona to start a mission to the 
English from Lindisfarne and, aided by Hilda of Whitby, they sent 
missionaries to Eastern England, the Midlands and further south.  In 
690 CE the famous Lindisfarne Gospels were inscribed.

You may be familiar with the names of some of the well-known Irish 
and British Saints and the places associated with the Celtic Church 
– Patrick, Brigit, Columba, Columbanus, Aiden to name but a few, 
and the monasteries of Iona, Lindisfarne and many others.  But it’s 
largely thanks to writers and artists long after this period that we 
know anything about these people and places since we have very 
little direct evidence, either literary or archaeological from that time.  
It’s thought that the early Christians were too pre-occupied with 
missionary work and the setting up of churches to take time to leave 
records for posterity. 

There are striking similarities between the social issues of today and 
those of the early church – poverty, homelesness, the environment 
consumerism (paganism in the time of the Celtic Church), crime, 
equal opportunities and education.  All these issues have, of course, 
concerned humankind since time immemorial, each one taking centre 
stage according to the political bias of the day.  The Celtic Church 
wrapped itself in and around a community, becoming part of it, quite 
literally helping to build a community, preaching and teaching God’s 
word and selflessly giving of themselves. 

Finally, one cannot talk about parallels between the Celtic Church 
and the tasks that face us today without mentioning the importance 
for the Celtic Christians of God’s creation.  They recognised the 
sacredness of all creation and wove it through all that they did.  We 
are all aware of the desperate and urgent need today to preserve 
the environment and to do all we can to ensure that God’s creation 
is protected for future generations.  The Celtic Church were the early 
eco-warriors – over a thousand years later we carry on their battle.

Yours in Christ, Jean
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CHURCH SERVICES during...                                                         JUNE 2021

Church services in the 3 churches resumed in April but there will still be some services also on 
Zoom. If you are new to these and would like to join please contact the Vicar on (01305) 889992 or 
email: revjeanwinterbournes@hotmail.com. 

SUNDAY 6TH JUNE - 1ST AFTER TRINITY
10.00 Zoom
10.00 W. Abbas – Holy Communion
11.00 Martinstown – Holy Communion

SUNDAY 13TH JUNE - 2ND AFTER TRINITY
09.30 Compton Valence – Holy Communion
11.00 W. Steepleton – Holy Communion

SUNDAY 20TH JUNE - 3RD AFTER TRINITY
10.00 Zoom
10.00 W. Abbas – Worship Together
11.00 Martinstown – Holy Communion

SUNDAY 27TH JUNE - 4TH AFTER TRINITY
11.00 Martinstown – Worship Together

The Parishes of The Winterbournes & Compton Valence

TEAM RECTOR
Rev’d Keith Magee  (07766 645136)

TEAM VICAR
Rev’d Jean Saddington (01305 889992) 
Available on: Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays 
On other days please contact one of the Church Wardens for all parish matters.

LICENSED LAY MINISTER
Allen Knott (01305 267217)                     

The Parish of the Winterbournes
There is a single Parochial Church Council for Martinstown, Steepleton and Abbas but each parish church retains its 
own local church committee.

Churchwardens   –               Dick Corbett-Winder (889410),  Ellie Sturrock (07980 089470),      
                                                         Joy Parsons (889611),  Roddy Kilpatrick (889238)
PCC Hon. Secretary   –   John Crawford  (01305 889377)
PCC Hon. Treasurer   –   Tom Webb  (01305 889097)

The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwarden & Treasurer   –   Jeremy Russell (01308 482227)
Churchwarden & Secretary   –   Peter Steel (01308 482782)
Dorchester and The Winterbournes Team Website: www.dorchesteranglican.info

Any of the above can be approached in the first instance for Baptism, Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit and they would welcome being told 
when anybody has been bereaved or is ill. They have answerphones for you to leave a message.
If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public prayer of the Church, we would be glad to do this as long as permission of the person 
involved is assured.

ASSOCIATE PRIEST
Rev’d Jo Lacy-Smith  (01305 889476)

Find us on Facebook 
Did you know that the 3 churches in the Winterbournes Parish are now on Facebook?  You can ‘like’ and 
‘follow’ for news and photos from St Michael’s, St Mary’s and St Martin’s. 
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Messy Church After School
Is returning to St. Mary’s Church, Winterbourne Abbas 
on Tuesday 22nd June between 3pm and 5pm. We 
would love to meet you for the first time or to pick 
up where we left off pre-covid. So do come along, 
adults and children together. Messy church is free 
and includes activities, stories and tea. Any questions 
please ring Rev. Jo Lacy Smith 01305 889476

Winterbourne Abbas 

FETE
Sunday 5th Sept 2021

12 till 4pm

Can you help us?

Community sharing...
It is likely that many local households have a variety of useful items stored away in lofts, 
cupboards, sheds or garages, that although extremely useful are only used very occasionally.

Inspired by the Green Martinstown agenda I was wondering if there is a way to make use of 
these valuable resources on a loan to use basis. No doubt this is already happening to some 
extent but I wonder if it could be extended.

The benefits are numerous. Money could be saved by not purchasing items that are available 
to loan, thus reducing carbon footprints, avoiding landfill waste, saving on resources used in 
manufacturing products, and promoting community co-operation.

Social media could be used to both request the use of and to offer items for loan. This is already 
being done to some extent on the Facebook’s Friends of Martinstown and the Valley page.

Local networking is a good way to both find out about useful items and make others aware of 
what you might have.

You may not be aware of the Dorchester and South Dorset Local Exchange Trading Scheme. An 
existing group established to allow people to exchange services and items without using money. 
Worth a google search to find our more.

“Something to lend, something to borrow. Something to help a brighter tomorrow”

Richard Evans

This is a major community event in Winterbourne Abbas 
which we are looking to expand this year. The money 
raised is for the church, which enables the us to support 
the community with Messy Church, a Jumble Trail, a 
Quiz night, Easter and Christmas events and Harvest 
lunches etc. as well as maintaining the building.

This year we are looking for new ideas, helping hands, a 
way of moving forward. If you would like to help us with 
this exciting event please email or ring: 
Joy Parsons on joy_parsons@hotmail.com or 
01305 889611 and then we will call a meeting towards 
the end of June in the church.
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To celebrate our gardens, we will be holding an out-of-the-ordinary, 
simplified fun show.  No crafts or cookery this year – let’s hope all is 
back to normal next year!   In each class, there will be a first place 
award only.  No cups or trophies will be awarded but there will be garden
-related prizes.

The show will be held indoors we hope on Sunday 22nd August 2021 at the 
Village Hall:  if indoor gatherings are not allowed, it will take place outdoors, 
weather permitting.  We hope that simple refreshments will be available and 
will be asking for  donations for these.

Entry will be free and all classes are open to people of any age.  Please 
look out for the show schedule (which includes an entry form and all relevant 
details) in your copy of Valley & Valence and start looking around your garden for 
likely entries.

Garden and Craft Show 
Martinstown Village Hall

M A R T I N S T O W N

ING
The 25% discount evening at Poundbury 
Garden Centre in April was popular with 
our members and many turned up to take 
advantage of the discount. It is always 
pleasant to have the whole garden centre 
to ourselves to appreciate fully all that is 
there. Even though May has been rather 
cold and wet this year we will, hopefully, 
be able to spend more time in our gardens 
this month.

We were hoping to have our second event 
for The Valley Club on Monday 21st June 
with a talk by Mike Burks, Director of The 
Gardens Group, on ‘Gardening for Climate 
Change’. Unfortunately all their June talks 
have been cancelled.  As all restrictions 
are due to be lifted on 21st June, we feel 
it is better to wait until this is confirmed 
before booking any more events. 

The Gardens Group are, however, holding VA
LL

EY
 CL

UB
 NE

WS

the Gold Club Summer Party on Thursday 
26th August at the Walled Garden, 
Castle Gardens, Sherborne. This is a 
very popular event and open to all Valley 
Club members. There will be a Pimms & 
Nibbles reception at 6.30pm followed by 
a performance of HMS Pinafore by Illyria 
at 7.30pm. Teas, coffees and cake will be 
served in the interval and the performance 
will end at approximately 9.30pm. Tickets 
are £17.50 and issued on a first come, first 
served basis. This is always a brilliant 
evening and well worth going to.

Don’t forget to keep growing on your 
Fuchsias to enter in the Garden & Craft 
Show in August. We are hoping to get lots 
of entries again this year.

Take care and keep well.

Pat Willetts  - Tel. 568458

Sp
rin

g.
.. “That is one good thing about this world–

there are always sure to be more springs.”
–L.M. Montgomery

“Here comes the sun, and I say, it’s all right.”
–The Beatles

“It is spring fever. That is what the name of it is. 
And when you’ve got it, you want–oh, you don’t 
know quite what it is you do want, but it just 
fairly makes your heart ache, you want it so!”
–Mark Twain
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THE WINTERBOURNE COMMUNITY TRUST 
...is here to support individuals and families experiencing financial hardship is 
these difficult times. We can offer grants to help with everyday living expenses 

and some practical support.
We cover Martinstown, Winterborne Steepleton and Winterborne Abbas.

ALL ENQUIRES ARE CONFIDENTIAL.

Please contact Frances Clifford on 889400 or 07780441043  
or frances_cliifford@hotmail.com

...or Jan Griffiths on 889783 or j.griffiths127@btinternet.com
...or Joy Parsons on 889611

Our Easter Garden by Elsa, Grace James and Elsa
To make our Easter garden, we gathered moss, rocks and plants. These materials were spread out 
and arranged to look like Jesus’ cave. We used small rocks to make a path and a shell to make a 
pond also we used leaves to look like palm trees. – Elsa aged 10

I enjoyed making an Easter garden it was really fun. We used different materials to represent the 
Easter story. When we finished our display we took it to the church for all to see. – Grace aged 10

After finding our moss had been bombarded with red ants from a nest we all looked round our 
grandparents (Jim and Jan’s) 
garden for moss and any other 
interesting things to decorate our 
Easter garden. We took our fresh 
supplies to our workstation and 
began to create our garden togeth-
er. James made the three crosses 
using branches and garden string; 
we made the cave by disguising a 
flower pot underneath some rocks 
and blended it into the landscape 
with some sand and moss. We also 
made a gravel path from the cave 
leading to a pond we created using 
a sea shell. As we were making 
the final touches our grandparents 
came back with a selection of plants 
and flowers to add - making the 
structure seem more sheltered but 
also alive.  

Working on this project was very enjoyable so after we had finished we all walked down to the 
church together to place our masterpiece on one of the tables ready for Easter. We hope those that 
came to see it enjoyed it too – Evie aged 13.
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LIGHT POLLUTION -  Are we in danger of 
spoiling our village?

Having moved to Martinstown from a city in 
recent years, one of the things I valued most 
about living here was the darkness at night. 
Needing to take a torch with me when going 
out in winter was a novelty. But it has become 
noticeable how many more lights have been 
installed around the village lately; bright security 
ones, garden flood and solar lights, many of 
which stay on all night.

This is a pity for a number of reasons, and 
members of Green Martinstown feel it is a cause 
for concern.

The impact on wildlife
Light pollution poses a serious threat in 
particular to nocturnal wildlife, having negative 
effects on plant and animal physiology,

altering behaviour patterns and changing 
predator-prey relations.

Consider the threat to creatures such as 
hedgehogs, moths, frogs and toads, owls and 
bats, to name just a few.

The loss of our dark sky 
Being able to see thousands of stars and the Milky 
Way galaxy in our night sky is such a privilege, 
lost to many living in towns and cities. The natural 
night sky is our common and universal heritage

and future generations need to experience it. 
Here in Martinstown we should not allow artifical 
light to wash out our starry nights.

Glare from nighttime lighting can also be a safety 
hazard.

The waste of energy
by Katie Wilkinson

Over-illumination, even with energy efficient 
bulbs, is a waste of money and increases 

our carbon footprint. The good news is that 
light pollution can be reduced fairly easily by 
shielding lights properly or directing them 
down, only using the minimum amount of light 
necessary, and fitting motion sensors or timers.

So please consider whether your lighting is 
really necessary and if you could reduce the 
impact of it on the neighbourhood in some way. 
Please do make sure no lights are unnecessarily 
left on all night.

Let’s reclaim the night for ourselves, for nature 
and for the planet.

Welcoming Sam and Annie to our allotment 
by Tony Seigal

Our house may be called Four Acres but  
actually it is only 0.7. None the less that is a lot 
of garden for two people and we have long been 
aware that there are areas of the garden into 
which we rarely venture, except to mow. One is 
a square of lawn tucked behind the garage  with 
the road bordering one side and the gravel drive 
the other.

So when we joined the Green Martinstown 
initiative, it made sense to offer this space as an 
allotment, and within a day of mentioning it to 
the Green Martinstown committee, Annie and 
Sam were offering to take it on. 

It has been a great joy to see the space coming 
to life, and because Annie is involved, it is 
already charming with bunting, paving stones, 
a bench and a runner bean frame erected which 
doubles as a privacy screen.

Annie and Sam plan to fill the allotment with 
salad, flowers and vegetables and we have even 
been promised a share. As far as we can see it 
is a win/win.

If you have a large garden and would like to 
share it with another resident please email us.

Email: greenmartinstown@gmail.com 
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The MILEATERS out and about...

There are a number of good reasons why the 
founder members of the Martinstown Mileaters 
chose that particular name for the group. 
“Martinstown” should be obvious enough, and the 
choice of “miles” and “eating” might also have 
been self-evident – at least until the recent global 
unpleasantness impacted on the valley, and our 
activities were so dramatically disrupted. 

As lockdown slowly eased and the earliest hint of 
normality began to return, it was clearly time to 
reclaim our full heritage. And so, on Friday May 
14th, twenty-five Mileaters met both to walk and to 
eat – the full set of organisational aspirations and 
dreams in a single day.

From the National Trust Car Park at Cogden, just 
this side of Burton Bradstock, we headed inland 
along a well-marked Dorset pathway, up hills, down 
a track that dates back to the middle-ages, past 
a pond, over stiles, over yet more stiles, skirting a 
Cider Farm, and eventually back into the north side 
of Burton Bradstock, until we stopped for a coffee, 
loo, and photo break near the play area in the 
village. From there, it was up the hill towards Billy 
Bragg’s house, down to Hive Beach, back though 
the ever-expanding caravan park, and eventually 
back to our cars. An immensely enjoyable 4.7 miles, 
packed with world class scenery and world class 
chat.

And then it was time to address the eating part 
of our heritage. Ben and Leanne really did us 
proud at The Brewers Arms. Great food, great 
service, and great weather. Miles, eating and 
friends. What more could we ask for? Maybe, 
just maybe, normality is returning…

V I L L A G E  H A L L
100 CLUB DRAW

Martinstown Draw
APRIL 2021

    £25 - Lynn Beasley
£10 - Gemma Pascall
£5 - Stephen Slade

Miles, eating and friends.
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Regular Group Meetings

For BOOKING information, contact: Ann Matthews – 
Tel: 889248 or email: ronann.matthews@btinternet.com

MONDAY
Baby & Toddler Group   10.00am - 12noon   Contact:  Claire Benson - Tel: 07859 849094

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts   5.30pm - 7.30pm   Contact:  Sue Gower - Tel: 01305 889388

Valley Club   7.30pm - 10.00pm   Contact:  Pat Willets - Tel: 01305 568458
(3rd Monday in month)  

TUESDAY
Botanical Art Group   9.30am - 12.30pm   Contact:   Geoff Roberts - Tel: 01305 815735
(term times only)

Dance Group   2.30pm - 4.30pm   Contact:   Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

Badminton   7.30pm - 9.30pm   Contact:  Trevor Elliot - Tel: 01305 267897

WEDNESDAY
Chair-based Exercise  11.15am - 12.30pm   Contact:  Suzanne Fellows-Joyce  
  - Tel: 01308 281882

W.I.   6.45pm - 9.00pm   Contact:  Rosie Duke - Tel: 01305 889555
(2nd Wednesday in month)

Beginners Dance  8.00pm - 10.00pm   Contact:  Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

THURSDAY
Art Group  10.00pm - 1.00pm   Contact:  Teresa Blades - Tel: 01305 889947

Dance Group  2.30pm - 4.30pm   Contact:  Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

Yoga  6.00pm - 7.30pm   Contact:  Gemma             - Tel: 07821 593314

FRIDAY
Keep Fit Class   10.15am - 11.30am   Contact:  Suzanne Fellows-Joyce 
  - Tel: 01308 281882

Bingo   7.00pm - 9.30pm   Contact:  Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248
(Every other Friday)
 

V&V June 21.indd   11V&V June 21.indd   11 19/05/2021   11:1019/05/2021   11:10



12

Martinstown Women’s Institute
In May we met once again on Zoom and discussed proposals for the WI 
Garden Club.  The launch meeting will be on Wednesday, 26 May at 3 pm in 
Anne Tate’s garden (Fairmont).   We plan to include plant swaps and share 
garden books and magazines and advice.   During the summer months 
we hope to be able to visit local gardens open for charity under the Yellow 
Book scheme. When covid restrictions allow we will meet once a month in 
the village hall.  It has also been suggested that the WI Craft Group should 
be revived.    

On 9th June we will have a cookery demonstration from our own member, 
Lesley Usherwood.   This should be our last meeting on Zoom as we are 
very much looking forward to welcoming everyone back to the village hall 
on 14th July for a talk on Owls from Cherry Barlow.  She will be bringing 
some owls with her.

So Martinstown WI is still very much alive and flourishing and looking 
forward to the future.  Why not come and join us, we would love to see you.

Angela Barrett  -  Secretary

T H I S  M O N T H ’ S  N E W S  F R O M

Village Hall NEWS                                                                Jan Griffiths

We were delighted that in April our under-18s 
groups – Beavers Cubs and Scouts on Mondays 
and Dorset Youth Dance on Sundays – were able 
to re-start.  A new groups for under-5s, Wigglets, 
also started and you may have seen that the Baby 
and Toddler group will be up and running again in 
June, thanks to Sue and Louisa Shephard.  Since 
May 17th, we’ve had most of our regular adult 
exercise groups back and are pleased to welcome 
Gemma who is offering a Yoga class on Thursday 
evenings.  

Our next key date is June 21st, when, along with 
the rest of the country, we will be hoping that 
Covid restrictions will be lifted  and we can all 
begin to get back to normal.  

The Valley Club and W.I. have plans to meet again 
in person, the Garden and Craft show team have 
pencilled in  August 22nd for a Just-For-Fun show 
and we have an Artsreach children’s workshop 
in the diary for August 21st.  Until we know what 

the Government decides, we can’t  be 100% certain 
about what will be possible, but I know that Ann 
Matthews, our indomitable bookings secretary, will 
be happy to chat to you about provisional bookings 
for parties, coffee mornings, quizzes – all the 
normal things that are part of a community’s life.   

You may have noticed that we’ve been working on 
the hall’s outside spaces, clearing and planting.  
There are various ideas under discussion regarding 
further ideas to improve these areas and also 
the playground: among other things, the safety 
surfacing by the swings and slide needs attention. 
Many thanks to the volunteers who’ve helped with 
this and also to those who helped with a range of 
indoor tasks last year.  We are a small group of 
trustees and we do need help in various forms from 
the wider community.  Do get in touch if you’d like 
to be involved.

Jan Griffiths, Chair of Trustees 889738
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Winterbourne St Martin Parish Council  - NEWS                 JUNE 2021

Congratulations to Jemma who won the 
Hamper Draw sponsored by the National Grid 
Project.

The £352 raised by the hamper draw was 
donated to the Martinstown Scout group, thank 
you to everyone for your support and thank 
you to Karen in the village shop for selling the 
tickets.

At the Annual PC meeting on 28th April, Cllr 
Andy Daw was voted in as Chairman for the 
coming year and Cllr Debbie Wiltshire was 
voted in as Vice Chairman.

Due to the changes in regulations, the Parish 
Council can no longer meet virtually and are 

now looking at venues to hold meetings. The 
PC will be meeting on a Thursday evening in 
the future and the next meeting date is booked 
for the 24th June venue to be confirmed.

We look forward to welcoming you all back to 
the meetings and seeing you all face to face 
again.

To contact the Council please email: 
Michele Harding  •  Clerk to the Council
Email: clerk@winterbornestmartin-pc.gov.uk

Or speak to any Councillor in your usual way 
contact numbers are on the PC website.

Website: winterbornestmartin-pc.gov.uk

Sp
rin

g.
.. "Where flowers bloom so does hope."

– Lady Bird Johnson

“Spring is the time of plans and projects.”
–Leo Tolstoy

“The earth laughs in flowers.”
– Ralph Waldo Emerson

“To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow.”
–Audrey Hepburn
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Recycling, Rubbish & Garden Waste Collection Dates 

JUNE 2021

3rd (Thursday)  - recycling and food 

17th (Thursday)  - recycling and food  

 

For more information contact: www.dorsetforyou.com/recycle

10th (Thursday)  - rubbish and food

24th (Thursday)  - rubbish and food

9th (Weds)               - garden waste                      23rd (Weds)                - garden waste

DONT FORGET!  WE WANT YOUR PHOTOS!
Would you like the chance to see a photo taken by YOU on the front cover?
Email your photo to me at: 
info@valleyandvalence.co.uk 
make it relevant to the area in some way, let me know the title (or where it is) and put something like 
“photo for front cover” as the subject of the email.

One photo will be chosen each month to be on the front cover of this magazine - it could be yours!

– USEFUL CONTACT ADDRESSES & PHONE NUMBERS –
West Dorset General Hospital
Williams Avenue, Dorchester, DT1 2JY
Tel: 01305 251150 • www.dch.org

Dorset Police
Emergency: 999 • Non-emergency: 101
www.dorset.police.uk

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service 
Emergency: 999 • Non-emergency: 01722 691000

Dorset ‘Out of Hours’ Medical Service
Tel: 0845 600 1013

Bus Timetables
Tel: First 0333 014 3490 •  www.firstgroup.com

Train Timetables
Tel: South Western Railway 0345 6000 650
Web: www.southwesternrailway.com

Electricity Emergencies
Tel: 0800 072 7282

TO REPORT A POWERCUT
Tel: FREEFONE 105
www.powercut105.com

Gas Emergencies
Tel: 0800 111999

Drains/Water Emergencies
Tel: 0845 7300600

Flooding Enquiries
Local Flood Warden (S.Slade) Tel: 01305 889411
Environmental Agency Tel: 0800 807060

RSPCA West Dorset Branch
PO BOX 5460, Weymouth, DT3 6WH  
Tel: 01305 259672 • www.westdorsetrspca.org

Age UK Dorchester
4 Prince of Wales Road, DORCHESTER  DT1 1PW
Tel: 01305 269444 • www.ageuk.org.uk

Plaza Cinema 
Trinity Street, Dorchester, DT1 1TT
Tel: 01305 262488
www.plazadorchester.com

Dorchester Odeon Cinema
Filmline: 0871 22 44 007
www.odeon.co.uk
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Finally the children returned to school after 
another lockdown and it wasn’t too long before 
the Easter holidays were upon us, but never 
mind, staff and children deserved a well-earned 
break after all that home learning.

As a result, my blog has a Valley children theme 
as well as Easter.

For a start the creation of an Easter Garden by 
Valley children Elsa, Grace, James and Edie.  I 
decided that as they were the gardening team 
they should write about it, which they have 
done with great precision.  Of course Easter 
holidays would not be the same without an 
Easter Day treasure hunt and this took place in 
the Churchyard.  Each child was given a set of 
clues as the answers could be found somewhere 
around the Church.  A couple of adults were 
around if help was needed.  

This particular clue resulted in interesting 
answers: 
“In winter months I come out at night.  Shine up 
the tower and make it bright. 

What am I?”

One answer from one small boy: “Father Christmas 
coming down the chimney.”  And from another 
little boy: “The star of Bethlehem!”  And the boring 
answer was?  “The spotlight.”  I prefer the children’s 
imaginative replies.

And so now onto Artsreach news...

Sunday 1st August - Paddleboat Theatre will 
present a fun open air show for families in the 
grounds of the Valley School.  A fantastic morning of 
interactive adventures with puppets and songs will 
be there to delight and entertain.  More information 
will be made available soon so watch out for fliers 
turning up in your children’s book bags and colourful 
posters around the villages.

In addition, on 21st August, another Artsreach date 
for your diaries - there is going to be children’s 
workshop in the Village Hall.  At last something 
exciting to look forward to in the summer holidays.

So take care and enjoy those hugs!

Fran’s Easter Blog...                                                             Fran Taylor

True story... maybe!
An elderly lady had been told to go away and recuperate after a severe operation, so she booked 
into a small hotel in the German mountains - where she’d get peace and quiet. She wrote to the 
manager to check where the WC was, as she did not want it too far away from her room. The Ger-
man manager did not know what ‘WC’ stood for, so he went to check with the local school master. 
“That’s easy” said the school master, who spoke good English - “WC is short for Wesleyan Chapel” 
The hotel manager then wrote back to the lady:

“Dear Madam,

In answer to your question, the WC is situated 7 miles away in the middle of a forest, amid lovely 
surroundings. It is open on Sundays, Thursdays and Fridays. This is unfortunate if you are in habit 
of going regularly, but a number of people take their lunch with them an make a day of it - others 
who cannot spare the time go by car and arrive at the last moment, as they are in a hurry and can’t 
wait. The accommodation is good and there are plenty of seats, but should you be late, there is 
plenty of standing room. I advise that you visit on Thursday when there is an organ accompaniment, 
the acoustics are excellent, even the most delicate sounds can be heard. I shall be delighted to 
accompany you and show you around - and if you wish, I will reserve you a special seat!

Yours faithfuly...”
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www.martinstown-news co.uk
...send us YOUR news and views!

CLEANER REQUIRED
Outstanding cleaner required for 5 Star Holiday Lets 
near Winterbourne Abbas.

Friday changeover with the occasional Monday.

We are looking for a hardworking, conscientious 
and happy cleaner to join our fantastic team.
Excellent rate of pay.

Please email: nicolajsmith65@gmail.com 
or call Nicky on: 07969 607418

Hardys Monument looking towards Weymouth Bay
by Linda Vincent

Orchids near Golden Cap by Nick Priddle
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Independent Funeral Directors
Memorial Specialist

24 Hour Personal Service         •          Prepaid Funeral Plans

Pauline J Guy Dip FD  MBIFD

Allan Quartermaine Dip FD  LMBIFD

   Visit us at: 11A Icen Way, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1EW
    Call us on: 01305 250425 • Fax: 01305 250625
    Email: enquiries@woodsfuneralservices.co.uk

Website: www.woodsfuneralservices.co.uk

JON JOHNSON 
Plumbing and Heating Services

Old Dairy, Park Farm, Martinstown
Tel: 01305 889157 • Mobile:07708 010528 

Email: jjpandh@sky.com

• Your friendly, local plumbing and heating engineer
• 30 years’ experience

• Reliable and competitive rates
• All aspects of plumbing and heating
• From small repairs, full installations

to general property maintenance

* Free quotations and advice *

V&V June 21.indd   18V&V June 21.indd   18 19/05/2021   11:1019/05/2021   11:10



19
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JON BUDDLE
TREE SURGERY & GARDENING SERVICES
(MOWING, HEDGE CUTTING ETC.)

FULLY INSURED  •  NPTC CERTIFICATED

For a FREE quote:
Phone: 01305 889982    Mobile: 07775 806488

Martine Light
Hair Design by

Mobile:  07799085247  •  Tel:  01305 889312
Email:  martine-light@hotmail.co.uk  •  Winterbourne Steepleton, Dorset

             Lady’s & Gentleman’s Mobile Hairdresser 
...with over 30 years experience
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Tel: 01305 772096
Mobile: 07759 403805
johnstilesdesign@hotmail.com

We offer a confidential, reliable, efficient and 
professional service at reasonable rates.

To arrange a first free interview without obligation, 
please contact:   Telephone: 01258 471669  
Email: simon@sjcltd.co.uk  •  www.sjcltd.com

ING
Let me take the 

strain out of your 

Young, Strong Ex Forestry Worker, 
Offers Reliability and Competitive 
Rates: General & Heavy Garden
Work, Lawns, Strimming, Hedges 
and Odd Jobs

Ring Max Deller: 
01305 889296 or 07826 636153
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MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE STORE

Tel: 01305 889547 • Email: martinstownvillagestore@gmail.com 

Shop & POST OFFICE 
Opening Times
Monday  -  Saturday 
8.30am to 2pm
Sunday 
9.30am to 11.30am

Drinks, light snacks 

and cakes 
available

As restrictions are now lifted please do pop in and say 
hello as it may have been a while since I’ve seen you!

Nothing has changed we still stock all the local items from 
bread, eggs, milk, fruit and vegetables.

Plus ‘The Post Office’ is offering a wide range of services 
from cash withdrawals to cheque deposits and much more.

See you soon.  Karen Barrett 
Martinstown
Village Store

Rosemary Rogers Catering
Lower Muckleford Farm • Muckleford • DT2 9SW

T: 07788436797  •  E: Rosemarywdt2@gmail.com

Arrangement of 
hire of cutlery and 

crockery

Anything from a plate of sandwiches to a wedding buffet
Christening lunches/teas  •  Wedding celebrations

Funeral refreshments  •  Fill your freezer  •  Dinner parties  •  Office lunches 
Corporate entertainment  •  One pot wonders

Do you have a business to promote?
Why not advertise in this magazine?

Third page, half page or even a full page... professionally designed FREE!
Current rates & specifications enquiries, and advertisement copy 

for each month’s issue to: 
Graham Herbert, 1 Cowleaze, Martinstown, DT2 9TD

Tel: 01305 889786 or email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk
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Eco-friendly materials used

Experienced staff and fully insured

We clean - Ovens, Agas, Ranges, Hobs, 
Extractors, Microwaves, BBQs

We cover all of Dorset

www.cleanovendomestics.co.uk

Clean Ovens Domestic Ltd

Call Dave on –
08007076629 or mobile: 07563693145

Matthew Lucas
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

A family business providing a dignified, 
professional and caring 24 hour service.

Pre-paid Funeral Plans available.

Members of the
National Association of Funeral Directors
Recommended by The Good Funeral Guide

Down House, Widcombe Street, 
Poundbury, DORCHESTER, DT1 3BS

T: 01305 753533
www.dorchesterfunerals.com
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FLEXIBLE CARE
In your home and when you need it...

Experienced in care of the elderly
CRB checked • Fully insured

First Aid qualified • References available

To find out more please call Antonia Cook
Tel: 01305 889499 or Mobile: 07813 196 958
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C.A.AERIALS    Ltd
Installations & Repairs

•  Freeview   •  Freesat   
•  DAB   •  Sky Dishes
•  Multipoints   •  VHF

Town & rural  areas covered

Telephone: 01305 839681 
or Mobile: 07979 876071

*

* One per houshold
   T&Cs apply

Business Insurance  •  Commercial & Residential Landlords Insurance  •  Holiday Home Insurance  •  Personal Insurance  •  Travel Insurance

Are you getting the service and advice you 
need to protect your home or business?
At David Upshall Insurance services we pride ourselves on 
our old fashioned service, whilst embracing the latest 
technology.

As our client you are important to us, 
you can expect your dedicated account 
handler to give you the best advice when 
setting up your policy and continued support when you need it. 

We’re here to help...

To find out more contact our office on: 01305 268883 or 
David Upshall on: 07818 035450  •  email: david@davidupshall.co.uk

DAVID UPSHALL
Insurance Services

DAVID UPSHALL
Insurance Services

44 South Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1DQ
E: info@davidupshall.co.uk
W: www.davidupshall.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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