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PLEASE CONTACT US FOR 
LATEST JOB VACANCIES

A 17th Century Georgian House, set in the idyllic village of Winterborne St Martin.

Park House has a dedicated team to provide residential care for up to 20 residents, 
with 20 single rooms, 19 with En-suite facilities. �e home is small enough to o�er 
a truly homely atmosphere and believes wholeheartedly in the motto “Home is 
where the heart is”.

We also o�er a wide range of quality �)�P�N�F���$�B�S�F���T�F�S�W�J�D�F�T.

Visit www.parkhousecare.org 
to �nd out more.
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FLEXIBLE CARE
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JON BUDDLE
TREE SURGERY & GARDENING SERVICES
(MOWING, HEDGE CUTTING ETC.)

�'�6�-�-�:���*�/�4�6�3�&�%�����t�����/�1�5�$���$�&�3�5�*�'�*�$�"�5�&�%

For a FREE quote:
�1�I�P�O�F����01305 889982    Mobile: 07775 806488

Installed, Serviced, Maintained.

Tel: 07920772483 
or 07984588078

www.ruralranges.co.uk
info@ruralranges.co.uk
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MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE STORE
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Shop & POST OFFICE 
Opening Times
MON-FRI 8am to 5.30pm
WEDS 8am to 2.00pm	
SAT 8.30am to 4.30pm	
SUN 9.30am to 12.30pm

Drinks, light snacks 

and cakes 
available
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To celebrate my second year of running the shop and 
to show my appreciation to all my customers for their 
constant support; there will be mince pies and mulled wine 
on Saturday 16th December.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a 
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Best wishes Karen Barrett
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EDITORIAL in VALLEY & VALENCE 
It would be much appreciated if copy is supplied electronically as a text doc. (Microsoft Word etc.) 

with any accompanying images as JPEG �les to the address below.

ALL COPY MUST REACH ME BY 15th (LATEST) OF THE PRECEDING MONTH
in order to be included in that issue.

ADVERTISING
To advertise, please apply, giving your contact details & invoice address.

Current rates & speci�cations enquiries and advertisement copy for each month’s issue to: 

Graham Herbert, The Barnhouse, 1 Cowleaze, Martinstown, DT2 9TD
Tel: 01305 889786 or email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk
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���and don’t forget to send photos!
Graham Herbert, Editor – Tel: 01305 889786

“He who has not 

Christmas in his 

heart will never �nd 

it under a tree.” 

Roy L. Smit
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As I write this (mid-November) the shops are showing signs 
of Christmas with their lights, Christmas trees, cards, gifts 
etc, and soon the town lights in Dorchester will announce 
the glitz and glamour of this merriest of festive seasons.

When we think of the origins of Christmas – the baby 
Jesus born in a stable – it’s strange to imagine how it could 
possibly have come to this - from poor beginnings to the 
buying frenzy we now know as Christmas.  (According to 
the Bank of England a typical household spends over £500 
extra in the month of December.)

I can remember as a child being very, very excited on 
Christmas Eve and was convinced more than once that 
I heard Santa delivering the presents.  And Christmas 
is still a time of excitement and wonder for me, but for 
different reasons. I marvel at what God did for us that �rst 
Christmas.  He sent us his son to live amongst us, but more 
than that, he sent his son to be born, not in some grand 
palace but in a humble stable.  God wanted to show us that 
Jesus Christ came, not just for the rich and powerful, but 
the poor and downtrodden. That is why the Christmas story 
of Jesus being one of us is at the heart of the Christian 
faith.  God’s love extends to the whole human race, and 
Jesus showed us the depth of God’s love by willingly 
sharing in our poverty. Because He was born into a poor 
family, we know that Jesus understands what it means to 
be poor.  He also understands the temptations and sorrows 
we all face, and he knows too the fears and guilt that 
trouble us.

In 2014 4.2 million Christmas dinners were wasted across 
the United Kingdom, according to Unilever. The �gure 
is the equivalent to 263,000 turkeys; 7.5 million mince 
pies; 740,000 slices of Christmas pudding; 17.2 million 
Brussels sprouts; 11.9 million carrots and 11.3 million 
roast potatoes.  These astounding �gures are made all the 
more poignant when we consider those who have little, who 
worry about affording the extras that Christmas demands.

Perhaps when we do our Christmas shopping this year we 
might add a little more to our basket to donate to the Food 
Bank (any of our churches or Martinstown Village Store 
will accept goods and deliver them to the Food Bank) and 
in doing so celebrate what Christmas really means with 
renewed excitement and wonder.  

May the humility of the shepherds, the perseverance of the 
wise men, the joy of the angels, and the peace of the Christ 
child be yours this Christmas.

Yours in Christ
Jean  -  Team Vicar

  The 
Vicar 

writes....

I marvel at 
what God 
did for us 
that first 
Christmas...
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The Parishes of The Winterbournes & Compton Valence��������������������������������������������������������������������������������

TEAM RECTOR
Rev’d Canon Thomas Woodhouse (01305 267944)

TEAM VICAR
Rev’d Jean Saddington (01305 889992) 
Available on: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Sundays	
Please only contact her for urgent matters on other days.

LICENSED LAY MINISTER
Allen Knott (01305 267217)                     

The Parish of the Winterbournes
There is a single Parochial Church Council for Martinstown, Steepleton and Abbas but each parish 
church retains its own local church committee.

Churchwardens 		  Dick Corbett-Winder  (889410),  John Crawford (889377),  Joy Parsons (889611)
PCC Hon. Secretary 		 Alison Crawford (889377)
PCC Hon. Treasurer 		 Bruce Robertson

The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwarden & Treasurer    –   Jeremy Russell (01308 482227)
Churchwarden & Secretary    –   Peter Steel (01308 482782)
Dorchester and The Winterbournes Team Website: www.dorchesteranglican.info

Any of the above can be approached in the �rst instance for Baptism, Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit and they 
would welcome being told when anybody has been bereaved or is ill. They have answerphones for you to leave a message.
If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public prayer of the Church, we would be glad to do this as long as 
permission of the person involved is assured.

ASSOCIATE PRIEST
Rev’d Jo Lacy-Smith 
(01305 889476)

The True Meaning of Christmas  - Dates for your diary
Journey to the stable is an interactive experience helping to explain the true meaning of 
Christmas.  This is ideal for adults and children alike.  The journey takes 20 – 30 minutes.  There 
are seven stations focusing on a person or a part of the Christmas story with readings and 
re�ections.  At each there is a small activity or object for you to take away, so you leave with a bag 
of re�ections and goodies.  

Open at the United Church Dorchester Sat 2nd Dec and Wed 6th – Sat 9th Dec 11-3pm.  In the 
busyness of all the Christmas shopping, writing the cards and icing the cake take a few minutes to 
be still and re�ect on what Christmas is all about.  

Messy Church at Christmas
St. Mary’s Winterbourne Abbas. Saturday 9th December    
    10am till 1pm    For families of all shapes and sizes.
Please do come along and join with us for stories, activities, 
song and stay for lunch together.

Jo Lacy-Smith:  01305 889476

Find us on Facebook
The 3 churches in the Winterbournes Parish are now on Facebook.  
You can ‘like’ and ‘follow’ for news and photos from St Michael’s, St Mary’s 
and St Martin’s. 
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CHURCH CALENDAR                       DECEMBER ������&  JANUARY  ���•

SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER – ADVENT SUNDAY
10.00		  Holy Communion				    Winterbourne Abbas
11.00		  Holy Communion				    Martinstown

SUNDAY 10 DECEMBER – 2nd OF ADVENT
08.00		  Holy Communion (BCP)			   Martinstown
09.30		  Holy Communion				    Compton Valence
11.00		  Holy Communion				    Martinstown
16.00		  Carols at the The Brewers’ Arms		  Martins town

THURSDAY 14 DECEMBER
18.00		  WVFS Carol Service			   Martinstown

SUNDAY 17 DECEMBER – 3rd OF ADVENT			 
10.00		  Holy Communion				    Winterbourne Abbas
11.00		  Holy Communion				    Martinstown
18.00		  Carol Service				    Martinstown
18.00		  Carol Service				    Winterbourne Abbas

MONDAY 18 DECEMBER
18.30		  Carol Service				    Compton Valence

SUNDAY 24 DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS EVE
11.00		  Morning Worship with Baptism 		  Martins town
15.00		  Crib Service				    Winterbourne Abbas
23.30		  Midnight Communion			   Martinstown

MONDAY 25 DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS DAY
09.30		  Holy Communion				    Compton Valence
11.00		  Holy Communion				    Martinstown

SUNDAY 31 DECEMBER – 1st OF CHRISTMAS
11.00		  Bene�ce Communion 			   Martinstown

SUNDAY 7 JANUARY – BAPTISM OF CHRIST
10.00		  Holy Communion				    Winterbourne Abbas
11.00		  Holy Communion				    Martinstown

SUNDAY 14 JANUARY – 2nd OF EPIPHANY
08.00		  Holy Communion (BCP)			   Martinstown
09.30		  Holy Communion				    Compton Valence
11.00		  Holy Communion				    Martinstown

SUNDAY 21 JANUARY – 3rd OF EPIPHANY
10.00		  Holy Communion				    Winterbourne Abbas
11.00		  Holy Communion				    Martinstown 	
	
SUNDAY 28 JANUARY – PRESENTATION OF CHRIST
11.00		  Holy Communion				    Martinstown
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One Voice Choir accompanied by a String Quartet Present

                        Christmas Sanctus
                                            Saturday 9th December at 7.00 pm
                                            At St Martins Church, Martinstown 
                                        Tickets £10.00 - available from Dick Corbett-Winderx x x q
A Silent Space: Being Open
At this time where there is a tendency to 
focus on ourselves it is important to give 
clear attention to friendship, connectedness 
and being open to others who are different 
from us.

We invite you to join with a group who come 
together to open themselves up to the 
Holy Spirit in St. Martin’s Church, on the 
�rst Tuesday of every month at 6pm for 20 
minutes of silent mediation, drawn to a close 
by reading poetry and prose. In December 
and January, we will be particularly thinking 
of the peoples of Palestine and Israel and 
their continuing con�ict.

Jo Lacy-Smith  01305 889476

Food Bank
This month and next please remember 
those for whom Christmas is a reminder 
of everything they once had and have lost, 
or may never have had – family, warmth, 
security, stability and enough to eat. Please 
put a few seasonal items in the Food Bank 
collection boxes in Martinstown shop or 
church and help to make it a special occa-
sion for everyone.

Many thanks - John Crawford  

 
 

Dorchester Choral Society 
Registered Charity No. 285911 

 
Saturday 16 December 2017 at 7.30pm 
St Mary’s Church, Dorchester DT1 2HL 

 

 

Messiah 
G F Handel 

 

Sophie Gallagher - Soprano 
Susan MacKenzie-Park - Alto 
Christopher Hobkirk - Tenor 

Thomas Flint - Bass 
 

Director of Music - Colin Howard 
 

Tickets  non refundable   
Reserved  £16 nave          Unreserved  £12 side aisles  

Harmony Music 3-4 Forum Centre, Trinity Street, Dorchester,  
choir members, DCS Box Office dcsboxoffice@gmail.com  

or by post from 1, Pitcote Lane, Poundbury, Dorchester DT1 3GH. 
Please include a cheque and SAE. 

 
 

For information about disabled access contact 01305 852977 
 
 

The Society is grateful for the support of its main sponsors:  
 

PORTER DODSON Solicitors & Advisors  
THE BREWERY SQUARE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY  

 
POUNDBURY WEALTH MANAGEMENT  and the SOLO Trust   

 
www.dorchesterchoralsociety.org.uk 
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The                    Notice Board

Chairperson: Jane Jones – Tel: 01305 889202 
Bookings: Ann Matthews – Tel: 889248 or email: ronann.matthews@btinternet.com

MONDAY
Baby & Toddler Group  	 10.00am - 12noon  	 Contact: Lizzie Walden - Tel: 07949 639011

Table Tennis  	 2.30pm - 3.30pm  	 Contact: Margaret Hearing - Tel: 01305 889346

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts  	 5.30pm - 7.30pm  	 Contact: Sue Gower - Tel: 01305 889388

Valley Club  	 7.30pm - 10.00pm  	 Contact: Pat Willets - Tel: 01305 568458
(3rd Monday in month)  

TUESDAY
Botanical Art Group  	 9.30am - 12.30pm  	 Contact: Geoff Roberts - Tel: 01305 815735
(term times only)

Dance Group  	 2.30pm - 4.30pm  	 Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

Badminton  	 7.30pm - 9.30pm  	 Contact: Trevor Elliot - Tel: 01305 267897

WEDNESDAY
Pilates	 9.30am - 10.30pm  	 Contact: Sammie McFarland  
		  - Tel: 07807 090013

Chair-based Exercise 	 11.15am - 12.30pm  	 Contact: Suzanne Fellows-Joyce  
		  - Tel: 01308 281882

W.I.  	 6.45pm - 9.00pm  	 Contact: Jan Grif�ths - Tel: 01305 889738
(2nd Wednesday in month)

Beginners Dance 	 8.00pm - 10.00pm  	 Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

THURSDAY
Art Group 	 10.00pm - 1.00pm  	 Contact: Betty Hoddinott - Tel: 01305 262217

Dance Group 	 2.30pm - 4.30pm  	 Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

FRIDAY
Keep Fit Class  	 10.15am - 11.30am  	 Contact: Suzanne Fellows-Joyce 
		  - Tel: 01308 281882

Bingo  	 7.00pm - 9.30pm  	 Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248
(Every other Friday)
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Chris Newman & Marie Ni Chathasaigh present 

Celtic Christmas Strings: 
A Festive Feast of Harp & Guitar

�H�V�i�j�g�Y�V�n���&�+�i�]���9�Z�X�Z�b�W�Z�g�����™�����,�#�(�%���e�b

Individually famed for originality, innovation and virtuosity on their respective instruments, together Chris 
and Maire have created one of the most distinctive voices in modern acoustic music and brought their unique 

musical vision to venues large and small in twenty-two countries on �ve continents. 

Their new Christmas show features a breathtaking blend of traditional Irish music, swing jazz and bluegrass, 
plus festive favourites given a fresh voice with arrangements that are intricate, inventive, moving and beautiful, 

and performed in the heart-warming style characteristic of them - a spellbinding treat for mid-winter.

“Brilliant, innovative harping and guitar-playing of astonishing virtuosity and versatility”
Songlines

Tickets from Jan Grif�ths on 01305 889738

Martinstown Players Anouncement...
Back in February the Martinstown Players put on a panto in 3 weekends which from all the 
feed back received was enjoyed by the audience, players and organisers alike. To maintain this 
spirit it has been decided not to put on a performance in Feb 2018 but stick to tradition and put 
the next one in Feb 2019. 

Instead the hall has been booked for Saturday 3rd Feb 2018 to host a Thespians evening for 
‘past, present and future’ performers and back stage crew. The theme will involve an open 
stage if you fancy delighting all present. So put the date in your diary and give some thought to 
how you might like to entertain your fellow thespians. 

Please RSVP to: edward.gibbs18@gmail.com or francestaylor1945@gmail.com if you would 
like to join us.
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COMPTON VALENCE SNOW DROPS
VILLAGE HALL LUNCHES and TEAS
Monday 29th Jan - Friday 9th February 2018

COME and WALK/DRIVE through our beautiful village and see 
the stunning white drifts of snowdrops. (The village hall is below 
the church)

OPEN (weather permitting): 10.30am -3.30 pm Daily

To Book please ring or email so we can cater accordingly:
Tessa Russell: 01308 482227 -  email: tessa@cvfarms.co.uk 
or Pippa James: 01305 889338  - m: 07880882985 
email: enquiries@dovehousedorset.co.uk   

Pre booked guests will take priority as the hall is small. 
In bad/icy weather we may not be open.  

Please be considerate of our village/verges etc 
when parking or ring us to discuss your needs 
so we can advise you where to go.    

We very much look forward to seeing you. 

Please help me support Pilsdon Community this Christmas.
The winter chills and rain are upon us and harsher weather is expected, with this in mind I am 
putting out a plea for clean, lightly used men’s clothes, new toiletries such as toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, soap and particularly disposable razors that I can pass on to the Pilsdon Community.

Pilsdon offers refuge, welcoming those from all backgrounds and walks of life.  The community 
provides an environment of acceptance and friendship where people can begin to rebuild broken 
lives. Hospitality is offered to those who �nd themselves in need, either simply for a meal and 
overnight accommodation for wayfarers and the homeless or for long term assistance following 
a crisis point in life. 

If you feel you can help, please drop off clothes and toiletries to me, 
Sally Webb at Old Brewery House, Martinstown any time until 
Thursday, 14 December so that I can hand them on to the community 
before Christmas. If I am out please leave bags in the front porch. 

Thank you so much and wishing you all a content 
and peaceful Christmas.
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Martinstown Women’s InstituteBANISH THE WINTER BLUES!
QUIZ  & SUPPER

Saturday 13th January 2018 
at 7pm

Martinstown Village Hall
Tickets £10 from Ann Priddle, Park Farm 889189 

or the Village Shop
In aid of the 

Denman WI College Appeal

At our November meeting we heard from Mike Crankshaw about his 
career as a cook on board the Royal Yacht Britannia.   He described 
how elegant the ship was and how immaculately kept.  Apart from 
being used by the royal family as they travelled all over the world, 
the many receptions held on board provided a great boost for British 
business. It was a very sad day when the ship was decommissioned.   

Our Christmas Party will be on Wednesday 13th  December.   
Please remember to bring a £3  wrapped raf�e prize.   Once again 
we will be collecting essential toiletries for the Women’s Refuge.

We meet again on Wednesday 10th January 2018 when we will be 
discussing the proposed resolutions to be voted on at the National 
Federation Annual meeting.   Please support our Quiz Night on 
Saturday 13th January and encourage your friends to come along. 

Martinstown WI would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and 
New Year and we hope that  more ladies will come and join us in 2018.

Angela Barrett 
Secretary

Thank you...
Thank you so much to everyone who sent cards on the passing of Lorna, my eldest daughter.

Anne Robertson
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Down
1. Terse (7)
2. Nothing (9)
3. Relating to one of the bones  
    in the forearm (5)
4. Mockery (8)
5. Young animals (5)
6. Decelerated (6)
7. Portent (4)
8. Snow runner (3)
9. Not properly maintained (7)
10. Spear (5)
11. Height (8)
12. Self (3)
13. Chore (4)
19. Stone slab (6)
21. System of principles or 
      beliefs (5)
22. Preeminent (7)
23. Stick (6)
25. Brood (5)
27. Greek letter (5)
29. Moderate (4)
31. Clairvoyant (7)
32. Scope (5)
35. More secure (5)
37. Highly skilled (5)
38. Finished (4)
40. Sews (5)
44. Part of a coat (5)
45. Dressing (7)
46. Unforseen obstacles (5)
48. Period of time (4)
50. Early warning system (5)
53. Hanker (5)
54. Musical instrument (7)
55. Injury (6)
58. Jewelled headdress (5)
60. Elevate (5)
61. Insect (4)
62. Get away (6)
64. Steps (5)
68. Wandered off the subject (9)
69. Blend (8)
70. Friendly (8)
73. Closest (7)
76. Relished (7)
77. Edict (6)
79. Divided (5)
82. Hostel (5)
83. Impassive (5)
84. Large �sh (4)
85. Prejudice (4)
87. Moose (3)
89. Regret (3)

Across
1. Lackadaisical (7)
5. Lariat (5)
8. Cranium (5)
11. Warning (5)
14. Riddle (9)
15. Stone pillar (7)
16. Countries (7)
17. Withstood (8)
18. Particle (4)
20. Lure (6)
24. Youngster (5)
26. Chances (4)
28. Word for word (8)
30. Fear (5)
32. Hot spring (6)
33. Shut (6)
34. Tripods (6)
36. Border (4)
39. Confused (7)
41. Emphasis (6)
42. Rear of a ship (3)
43. Gracefully slender (6)
47. Loiter (5)
49. Allow (6)

51. Rabbit colony (6)
52. Respond (5)
55. Consternation (6)
56. Poem (3)
57. Armed robber (6)
59. Large ape (7)
63. Charts (4)
65. Marine mammal (6)
66. Communicate (6)
67. Concealed (6)
71. Type of lizard (5)
72. Five-sided polygon (8)
74. Unguent (4)
75. Bird of prey (5)
78. Sacred songs (6)
80. Assist in wrongdoing (4)
81. Copies (8)
86. Implement (7)
88. Previously (7)
90. Questionably (9)
91. Leg joint (5)
92. Heading (5)
93. Part of a play (5)
94. Encrypted (7)���
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A ‘just in case you are feeling bored over Christmas’ CROSSWORD
...because there’s never enough to do once you’ve, decked the halls, sung the Carols, wrapped 
the presents, opened the presents, cleared the wrapping paper, gone to church, gone to the pub, 
prepared the dinner, sipped the Sherry, cooked the dinner, ate the dinner, washed up, watched the 
Queen’s speech, watched the kids (argueing), watched the Sound of Music, listened to the sound of 
snoring, prepared tea, ate tea, thanked granny, thanked goodness its nearly over... etc. etc.
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Martinstown Mileaters OUT AND ABOUT	 �����������������������•�� Lesley and Mark Pemberton

The �rst day of November, 11 hardy mileaters 
turned up at the village green at the crack 
of 8.30am ready to tackle the 3rd part of the 
South Coast Path. After parking at the National 
Trust car park in Burton Bradstock we walked 
down into village to board the x53 bus to 
take us to Chideock. Safely disembarking at 
Chideock we headed off down the lane to join 
the coastal path.  But a near murder took 
place along the lane when Stuart was almost  
scalped by a huge bramble thrown at him by 
Doctor Dave. Blood spurting Dr Dave could only 
offer a plaster. Tough old Stuart declined and  
marched on not worried he could be scarred 
for life or bleed to death.

Entering the car park at Seatown we could 
see our path leading us to heaven. There 
were several rather large ‘ups’ and some of 
us wished we had taken oxygen cylinders 
with us. Reaching Thorncombe Beacon, a 
well deserved coffee break was had. Making 
our way down into West Bay it had not gone 
unnoticed that only 7 of the 11 actually did the 
coastal path, the other 4 took the gentle scenic 

route around the cliff tops. Don’t worry they will 
not be allowed to live it down as they know who 
they are!

Arriving in West Bay a little earlier than 
planned we hung around the public toilets 
before going into the cafe for lunch. Here we 
were joined by 3 other mileaters who, although 
the mind was willing, their bodies were not and 
we had a great lunch before the next big climb 
faced us.  A great sense of achievement was 
felt by all as we reached the summit (Everest 
here we come). One more ‘up’ that was all we 
had left, but look who could we see descending 
down the hill towards us, Barbara and Ann. 
Stop, stop we signalled but no, down they came 
only to �nd out we were going up that way. Yes 
the very last ‘up’ and we all would have jumped 
for joy if only we had had the energy. Never had 
our cars looked so beautiful, never had our 
muscles ached quite so much. But for those 7 
who walked it all, stand tall and be proud, this 
is your certi�cate of achievement, Well done. 
Your walk leaders, Lesley and Mark  Pemberton 
thank you.

FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB 2017 DATE: 

All are very welcome to our Community Lunch in the Village Hall on 

8th Dec  To book, please telephone Ced on 889438.

We are always pleased to hear from people who’d like to be involved in 

any way, from cooking to laying tables.  Please contact Jan on 889738 if 

you’d like to be involved – we do enjoy ourselves as well as work!
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Roman Bathwater                                                                                          by Terry Hearing  

A supply of clean piped water may be called the 
�rst element of civilisation.

Archaeology suggests that soon after the Roman 
army came to the Dorchester area in the mid 
�rst-century AD they established a fort, built an 
aqueduct to provide clean water for the military, 
and then diverted the �nal stage to reach the 
growing civilian settlement which became 
Durnovaria.

It appears that the Roman engineers made 
three separate attempts to create an ef�cient 
system. The �rst was abandoned when the 
surveyors realized that the planned route would 
bring the water into the town at the level of the 
River Frome instead of at the Top o’ Town. The 
second venture worked for about 100 years 
but deteriorated with poor maintenance. An 
ambitious replacement scheme was begun 
but never �nished, presumably on grounds of 
cost. For the remaining 250 years of Roman 
occupation the citizens of Dorchester were left 
carrying buckets up the hill from the Frome, or 
digging wells.

The painstaking work of Dr Bill Putnam of 
Bournemouth University undertaken in the 1990s 
has revealed the source of the aqueduct to be 
at Frampton. The channel was dug, the bottom 
was covered with waterproof clay, the sides were 
lined with timber and a wooden cover placed over 
the top. Finally, a shallow layer of soil protected 
the installation. The watercourse itself was about 
a foot deep and nearly three feet wide.

The engineering included the damming of the 
Steppes Bottom stream in Frampton to form a 

lake. The silt sank to the bottom allowing clean 
water to be taken from the top of the dam. 
Then the channel was constructed, to slope 
downwards at a very gentle gradient of 1 in 
1750 and to deliver a �ow of about 13 gallons a 
second. To achieve this the route of the aqueduct 
had to follow closely the contours, and therefore 
it winds its way round the hills for about nine 
miles to cover a straight line of less than �ve.

The water probably arrived somewhere near the 
Top o’ Town roundabout and was distributed to 
fort, houses and public baths by wooden water 
mains joined with iron collars. A public fountain 
would have been provided for general use, and 
today a small reconstruction in Princes Street 
commemorates the most likely site.

How clean were the Romans? Forty years 
ago part of a huge public bath complex was 
excavated, just south of Agriculture House 
near Waitrose. The extent of the baths is 
much greater than the size of the town would 
suggest – particularly when the bathers would 
necessarily come from those people with leisure 
and money. For cultured Romans and Romano-
Britons the baths provided plentiful opportunity 
for entertainment, feasting and socializing.

There would have been a crisis when the 
aqueduct ceased to �ow: presumably many 
slaves and menial servants must have been 
employed just to carry water. A piped water 
supply was not available again in Dorchester 
until the late 19th century. Meanwhile the 
villagers of the Winterborne Valley were well-
served by the softly �owing stream…
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Recycling, Rubbish & Garden Waste Collection Dates 

December 2017

January 2018

7th (Thursday) 	 - recycling and food
21st (Thursday) 	 - recycling and food  

6th (Saturday) 	 - recycling and food
18th (Thursday) 	 - recycling and food  

For more information contact:

www.dorsetforyou.com/recycle

14th (Thursday) 	 - rubbish and food
30th (Saturday) 	 - rubbish and food

12th (Friday) 	 - rubbish and food
25th (Thursday) 	 - rubbish and food

1st (Friday) 	 - garden waste               15th (Friday)          - garden waste      
29th (Friday)          - garden waste      

12th (Friday) 	 - garden waste               26th (Friday)          - garden waste      

email: info@martinstown-news.co.uk

www.martinstown-news.co.uk
...drop us a line

Dispose of your own Xmas trees... iiiiiiii

Dorset residents will have to dispose of their own Christmas trees this year. 

The Dorset Waste Partnership will not be offering the free kerb-side collection it 
has previously carried out.

The group, which is run by local councils, says it is not obliged to collect the trees, 
which contradicts its waste strategy, ending up as land�ll.

Residents will be encouraged to use their garden waste service, if they pay for it, or 
take their Christmas tree to a household recycling centre.

* Please note at time of writing, latest dates for GARDEN WASTE over the holiday period had not been 
published by dorsetforyou website. These dates are based on normal collection dates.
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– Dorset Police –  Safer Neighbourhood Team

Meet your local Neighbourhood Policing Team 2017
At Martinstown Shop & Post Of�ce 

2nd Wed every month�����™�����&�&�#�%�%���"�&�&�#�(�%
next meeting: 13th December 2017

If you cannot make this but would still like to speak with us please contact: 
101 or email: Dorchester-rural-npt@dorset.pnn.police.uk

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on:

Mon 22 Jan 2018 at 7.30pm
The Old Reading Room, Martinstown, DT2 

Future meetings in 2017 will be held on:

Monday 26 March    ...all start at 7.30pm
Be sure to visit the Parish Council website at: 

�����������������
�������••��
�•�������������

V I L L A G E  H A L L

100 CLUB DRAW
OCTOBER 2017 Draw
£25   Denise Parmiter             

£10   Sally Webb                             
£5   M & A Bennettd

�-�A�N�O�R���'�R�O�V�E���#�O�M�M�U�N�A�L���(�A�L�L���s���%�6�%�2�9���4�(�5�2�3�$�!�9���s�������������A�M���
����������
�%�N�T�R�A�N�C�E���������P���T�O���I�N�C�L�U�D�E���C�A�K�E���A�N�D���B�I�S�C�U�I�T�S�����s�����!�,�,���7�%�,�#�/�-�%

COFFEE MORNING
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Carols and Christmas Services
in December 2017

. . . l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  y o u !

W I N T E R B O U R N E  P A R I S H

3rd December at 6pm: 

DARKNESS TO LIGHT - a service of Advent Carols and Readings. St Martin’s Church, Martinstown

6th December at 6pm: 

WASSAIL - a fun evening for all the family.  St Martin’s Church, Martinstown

9th December at10 am - 1pm:

CHRISTMAS MESSY CHURCH, creating Christmas decorations, storytelling and free lunch

10th December at 4pm:

CAROLS IN THE PUB, Brewers Arms, Martinstown

17th December at 6pm:

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT, St Martin’s Church, Martinstown

17th December at 6pm:

CAROL SERVICE, St Mary’s Church, Winterbourne Abbas

18th December at 6.30pm:

TRADITIONAL CAROL SERVICE, St Thomas a Becket, Compton Valence

Christmas Eve at 11am:

MORNING WORSHIP, a service for all the family, St Martin’s Church, Martinstown

Christmas Eve at 3pm: 

CRIB SERVICE, St Mary’s Church, Winterbourne Abbas

Christmas Eve at 11pm:

‘MIDNIGHT’ HOLY COMMUNION , St Martin’s Church, Martinstown

Christmas Day at 9.30am: 

HOLY COMMUNION, St Thomas a Becket, Compton Valence

Christmas Day at 11am:

HOLY COMMUNION, St Martin’s Church, Martinstown
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Carols and Christmas Services
in December 2017

. . . l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  y o u !

Advent Craft Day 
for Children age 5+

Saturday
2nd December

10.30 am – 2.30 pm
at St Martin’s Church, 

Martinstown

Tickets  £1.00
If you would like to attend please 
complete an entry form, available 
from Martinstown village shop, 

the Vicar (Jean) or Dick (889410)

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, 
WINTERBOURNE 

STEEPLETON, CLOSED!
As many readers will already know, St 
Michael’s church has had to be closed 
due to a fall of plaster from the ceiling 
and the risk of further falls.  It is likely 
there will need to be extensive repairs 

but until the architect has assessed 
the damage the church will have to 
stay closed. The services that would 
be held at Steepleton will be held at 

Martinstown instead, as shown on the 
church calendar. Updates will follow 
from time to time as things progress.

John Crawford - Churchwarden

MCC Clubhouse Extension
Work on the extension to the Cricket 
Clubhouse is well underway. Club 
Chairman David Gargrave surveys the 
site which despite the usual variable 
autumn weather is well underway. 
Project manager John O’Brien is 

pleased with 
the progress 
and is 
intending 
to have the 
roof on by 
Christmas.  

Volunteer Drivers Needed.
The Dorchester Opportunity Group is a 
pre-school Group for children aged 2 to 
5 with additional needs.  

It is a registered charity based at the 
Prince of Wales School in Dorchester.

We would love to have a volunteer 
driver/drivers who could help us for 
30 to 40 minutes each day by driving 
our minibus to collect or take home 3 
to 4 children usually in the Dorchester 
area.  Just being able to do 1 or 2 
journeys would be a great help.  

Drivers are escorted by a trained 
member of staff. Drivers have to be 
over 25.

If you are able to help or would like 
to discuss what is involved the please 
phone the manager on 01305 751707
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– USEFUL CONTACT ADDRESSES & PHONE NUMBERS –
West Dorset General Hospital
�7�I�L�L�I�A�M�S���!�V�E�N�U�E�����$�O�R�C�H�E�S�T�E�R�����$�4�������*�9
�4�E�L�������������������������������s���W�W�W���D�C�H���O�R�G

Dorset Police
�%�M�E�R�G�E�N�C�Y�������������s���.�O�N�
�E�M�E�R�G�E�N�C�Y����������
�W�W�W���D�O�R�S�E�T���P�O�L�I�C�E���U�K

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service 
�%�M�E�R�G�E�N�C�Y�������������s���.�O�N�
�E�M�E�R�G�E�N�C�Y����������������������������

Dorset ‘Out of Hours’ Medical Service
�4�E�L������������������������������

Bus Timetables
�4�E�L�����&�I�R�S�T�������������������������������s���7�E�B�����W�W�W���l�R�S�T�G�R�O�U�P���C�O�M

Train Timetables
�4�E�L�����3�O�U�T�H���7�E�S�T�E�R�N���2�A�I�L�W�A�Y����������������������������
�7�E�B�����W�W�W���S�O�U�T�H�W�E�S�T�E�R�N�R�A�I�L�W�A�Y���C�O�M

Electricity Emergencies
�4�E�L������������������������������

TO REPORT A POWERCUT
�4�E�L�����&�2�%�%�&�/�.�%�����������
���W�W�W���P�O�W�E�R�C�U�T���������C�O�M

�!�G�I�N�C�A�R�E��Live-in Care����	 �4�E�L������������������������������
�!�-���0�-��Plumbing����	 �4�E�L������������������������������
�"�R�O�A�D�M�A�Y�N�E��Plastering��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�"�R�E�W�E�R���S���!�R�M�S��Public House��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
CA Aerials��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
CHC Building Services����	 �4�E�L������������������������������
�#�L�E�A�N���/�V�E�N�S Domestic����	 �4�E�L��������������������������
�#�O�L�I�N���4�R�A�C�Y��Photographs ��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�$�A�V�I�D���5�P�S�H�A�L�L��Insurance Services��	�4�E�L����������������������������
�$�O�R�C�H�E�S�T�E�R��Framing��	 �4�E�L������������������������������
�&�L�E�X�I�B�L�E���#�A�R�E��Home Care����	 �4�E�L����������������������������
Gardens���&�O�R���$�O�R�S�E�T	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�'�A�R�Y���"�I�L�T�C�L�I�F�F�E��Decorator����	 �4�E�L����������������������������
GBC Electrical	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�'�O�L�D�C�O�M�B�E��Equestrian	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�'�R�A�S�S�B�Y��Funeral Services��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�'�R�E�E�N�4�H�U�M�B��Lawncare��	 �4�E�L��������������������������
�(�A�L�C�Y�O�N��Motors����	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�(�E�N�D�R�I�C�K��Stove Fitter����	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�(�U�M�P�H�R�I�E�S���+�I�R�K��Solicitors��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�*�E�S�S�I�C�A���,�E���3�U�E�U�R��Footcare 	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�*�O�H�N���3�T�I�L�E�S��Painter/Decorator 	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�*�O�N���"�U�D�D�L�E��Gardening Services��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�*�O�N���*�O�H�N�S�O�N��Plumbing & Heating��	 �4�E�L����������������������������

Gas Emergencies
�4�E�L��������������������������

Drains/Water Emergencies
�4�E�L����������������������������

Flooding Enquiries
�,�O�C�A�L���&�L�O�O�D���7�A�R�D�E�N�����3���3�L�A�D�E�	���4�E�L����������������������������
�%�N�V�I�R�O�N�M�E�N�T�A�L���!�G�E�N�C�Y���4�E�L��������������������������

RSPCA West Dorset Branch
�0�/���"�/�8���������������7�E�Y�M�O�U�T�H�����$�4�������7�(����
�4�E�L�������������������������������s���W�W�W���W�E�S�T�D�O�R�S�E�T�R�S�P�C�A���O�R�G

Age UK Dorchester
�����0�R�I�N�C�E���O�F���7�A�L�E�S���2�O�A�D�����$�/�2�#�(�%�3�4�%�2�����$�4�������0�7
�4�E�L�������������������������������s���W�W�W���A�G�E�U�K���O�R�G���U�K

Plaza Cinema 
�4�R�I�N�I�T�Y���3�T�R�E�E�T�����$�O�R�C�H�E�S�T�E�R�����$�4�������4�4
�4�E�L�������������������������������s���W�W�W���P�L�A�Z�A�D�O�R�C�H�E�S�T�E�R���C�O�M

Dorchester Odeon Cinema
�&�I�L�M�L�I�N�E�����������������������������������s���W�W�W���O�D�E�O�N���C�O���U�K

This month’s advertisers’ phone numbers... at a glance!

�+�N�I�G�H�T�O�N��Plumbing & Heating����	 �4�E�L������������������������������
�,�I�T�T�L�E�W�O�O�D��Logs����	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�-�A�R�T�I�N�S�T�O�W�N��Village Stores��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�,�A�W�R�E�N�C�E�S��Auctioneers��	 �4�E�L��������������������������
�-�A�T�T�H�E�W���,�U�C�A�S��Funeral Services��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�-�A�X���$�E�L�L�E�R��Gardening Services��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�0�A�R�K���(�O�U�S�E��Care Home	 �4�E�L������������������������������
�0�A�R�K�E�R�S��Property��	 �4�E�L������������������������������
�0�E�N�G�I�L�L�Y�S��Solicitors��	 �4�E�L������������������������������
�0�O�U�N�D�B�U�R�Y��Wealth Mngt��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�0�O�R�T���$�E�C�O�R��Decorating��	 �4�E�L������������������������������
�2�E�N�Ï���&�O�O�T�T��Painting/Decorating��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�2�U�R�A�L���2�A�N�G�E�S��Cooker Services��	 �4�E�L������������������������������
�3�H�A�W�L�I�N�E��Private Hire��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�3�*���#�H�R�I�S�T�O�P�H�E�R Accountants ��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�3�U�N�D�I�A�L��Landscapes	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�4�H�E���3�O�L�E��Gardener	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�5�P�S�T�A�I�R�S���$�O�W�N�S�T�A�I�R�S Interiors ��	 �4�E�L������������������������������
�5�P�V�C Repairs Company��	 �4�E�L������������������������������
�7�E�Y�P�R�I�N�T��Printers����	 �4�E�L����������������������������
�7�I�N�D�O�W�M�A�N��Windows����	 �4�E�L������������������������������
�7�I�N�T�E�R�B�O�U�R�N�E���!�B�B�A�S��Auto Service����	�4�E�L����������������������������
�7�O�O�D�S��Funeral Services��	 �4�E�L����������������������������
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Mobile: 
07768 381166

�(�0�-�%�$�0�.�#�& 
EQUESTRIAN
�m���%���*���:�����-�J�W�F�S�Z���m

enquiries@goldcombefarm.co.uk

Telephone: 
01305 880161

� . � " � 3 � 5 � * � / � 4 � 5 � 0 � 8 � /

Assisted livery available
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JON JOHNSON 
Plumbing and Heating Services

Old Dairy, Park Farm, Martinstown
�/�i�•�\�Ê�ä�£�Î�ä�x�Ê�n�n�™�£�x�Ç�Ê�U�Ê���œ�L�ˆ�•�i�\�ä�Ç�Ç�ä�n�Ê�ä�£�ä�x�Ó�n�Ê

Email: jjpandh@sky.com

�U�Ê�9�œ�Õ�À�Ê�v�À�ˆ�i�˜�`�•�Þ�]�Ê�•�œ�V�>�•�Ê�«�•�Õ�“�L�ˆ�˜�}�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�…�i�>�Ì�ˆ�˜�}�Ê�i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�i�i�À
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* Free quotations and advice *
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Jessica Le Sueur S.A.C. Dip FHTP S.A.C. Dip FHPP
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PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME

...by an experienced, quali�ed and insured practitioner.

Tel: 01305 784266   -   Mob: 07817 356609

• Seasoned, barn stored firewood
• Guaranteed dry
• Available in dumpy bags
• First order includes one free bag of
   kindling

Please call Hugo on 07775 903226
Email: townhillfarming@btconnect.com
www.littlewoodlogs.co.uk 

LOGS-LOGS-LOGS
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GARY BILTCLIFFE
–  D E C O R A T O R  –
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