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PLEASE CONTACT US FOR 
LATEST JOB VACANCIES

A 17th Century Georgian House, set in the idyllic village of Winterborne St Martin.

Park House has a dedicated team to provide residential care for up to 20 residents, 
with 20 single rooms, 19 with En-suite facilities. The home is small enough to offer 
a truly homely atmosphere and believes wholeheartedly in the motto “Home is 
where the heart is”.

We also offer a wide range of quality Home Care services.

Visit www.parkhousecare.org 
to find out more.



– 3 –– 2 –

FLEXIBLE CARE
In your home and when you need it...

Experienced in care of the elderly
CRB checked • Fully insured

First Aid qualified • References available

To find out more please call Antonia Cook
Tel: 01305 889499 or Mobile: 07813 196 958

JON BUDDLE
TREE SURGERY & GARDENING SERVICES
(MOWING, HEDGE CUTTING ETC.)

FULLY INSURED  •  NPTC CERTIFICATED

For a FREE quote:
Phone: 01305 889982    Mobile: 07775 806488

Installed, Serviced, Maintained.

Tel: 07920772483 
or 07984588078

www.ruralranges.co.uk
info@ruralranges.co.uk



– 5 –– 4 –

ELECTRICIAN
FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

Over 20 year’s experience
Ask me how to claim FREE LED lamps • NO VAT

Contact: IVOR CARDALL 
MARTINSTOWN

Tel: 01305 889599 • Mobile: 07768 417471

LOGS-LOGS-LOGS
• Seasoned, barn stored firewood
• Guaranteed dry
• Available in dumpy bags
• First order includes one free bag of
   kindling

Please call Hugo on 07775 903226
Email: townhillfarming@btconnect.com
www.littlewoodlogs.co.uk 
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EDITORIAL in VALLEY & VALENCE 
It would be much appreciated if copy is supplied electronically as a text doc. (Microsoft Word etc.) 

with any accompanying images as JPEG files to the address below.

ALL COPY MUST REACH ME BY 15th (LATEST) OF THE PRECEDING MONTH
in order to be included in that issue.

ADVERTISING
To advertise, please apply, giving your contact details & invoice address.

Current rates & specifications enquiries and advertisement copy for each month’s issue to: 

Graham Herbert, The Barnhouse, 1 Cowleaze, Martinstown, DT2 9TD
Tel: 01305 889786 or email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk
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CONTRIBUTORS WANTED
If you have a story to tell, an interesting anecdote or 
some news that you would like to share with others, 
please send them in - and don’t forget to send photos!
Graham Herbert, Editor – Tel: 01305 889786
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This year 14th February marks two significant occurrences.  
The one that most people will be aware of is, of course, 
St Valentine’s day when we think of love, and the other 
(which happens to fall on 14th February this year) is Ash 
Wednesday – when we also think of love!

More about Ash Wednesday later, but first what do we know 
about St Valentine?  Well according to my trusty Oxford 
Book of Saints, St Valentine was around in the 3rd century. 
He was a priest or a bishop (we’re not entirely sure as there 
are two Valentines listed but they could be one and the 
same person) and was martyred in Rome in about 269 AD.  
There is no clear connection with Valentine and lovers but a 
probable reason is that this was the date in mediaeval times 
that it is believed that birds mated.  On the other hand some 
see the custom of choosing a partner on St Valentine’s Day 
as a leftover of the Roman Lupercalia festival, which took 
place in the middle of February.  No churches in England 
are dedicated to St Valentine but from 1835 his relics are 
claimed by the Carmalite church in Dublin with his feast 
day being 14th February.

This year, because of the moveable feast of Easter, we 
mark the beginning of Lent on 14th February – Ash 
Wednesday, the day after we eat lots of pancakes.  The 
reason I say that we think of love on that day is because 
throughout the six weeks of Lent we spend time in the 
Christian Church in study and prayer as we walk with Christ 
to the cross and acknowledge and give thanks for that 
ultimate act of love – Christ’s death on the cross, a selfless 
sacrifice of himself for us.

God’s greatest commandment for us is to love the Lord 
and to love one another. And so on 14th February as we 
celebrate St Valentine and perhaps while buying cards for 
those we love, we should also remember at the beginning 
of Lent the love that is greater than any other, a love that 
knows no bounds, God’s love for each and every one of us.   
An unconditional love and, in the words of Mark Darcy in 
‘Love Actually’ a love that loves us ‘just as we are’!

Yours in Christ
Jean Saddington  -  Team Vicar

...a love that 
knows no 
bounds.

  The 
Vicar 

writes....
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The Parishes of The Winterbournes & Compton Valence                                                                                

TEAM RECTOR
Rev’d Canon Thomas Woodhouse (01305 267944)

TEAM VICAR
Rev’d Jean Saddington (01305 889992) 
Available on: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Sundays 
Please only contact her for urgent matters on other days.

LICENSED LAY MINISTER
Allen Knott (01305 267217)                     

The Parish of the Winterbournes
There is a single Parochial Church Council for Martinstown, Steepleton and Abbas but each parish 
church retains its own local church committee.
Churchwardens   Dick Corbett-Winder (889410),  John Crawford (889377),  Joy Parsons (889611)
PCC Hon. Secretary   Alison Crawford (889377)
PCC Hon. Treasurer   Bruce Robertson

The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwarden & Treasurer    –   Jeremy Russell (01308 482227)
Churchwarden & Secretary    –   Peter Steel (01308 482782)
Dorchester and The Winterbournes Team Website: www.dorchesteranglican.info

Any of the above can be approached in the first instance for Baptism, Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit and they 
would welcome being told when anybody has been bereaved or is ill. They have answerphones for you to leave a message.
If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public prayer of the Church, we would be glad to do this as long as 
permission of the person involved is assured.

ASSOCIATE PRIEST
Rev’d Jo Lacy-Smith 
(01305 889476)

 

CHURCH CALENDAR                                                               FEBRUARY 2018

SUNDAY 4 FEBRUARY – CANDLEMASS
10.00  Holy Communion    Winterbourne Abbas
11.00  Holy Communion    Martinstown

SUNDAY 11 FEBRUARY – SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT
08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)   Martinstown
09.30  Holy Communion    Compton Valence
11.00  Holy Communion    Martinstown

WEDNESDAY 14 FEBFRUARY – ASH WEDNESDAY
18.30  Holy Communion with Ashing  Martinstown

SUNDAY 18 FEBRUARY – 1st SUNDAY OF LENT
10.00  Holy Communion    Winterbourne Abbas
11.00  Holy Communion    Martinstown

SUNDAY 25 FEBRUARY – 2nd SUNDAY OF LENT
11.00  Holy Communion    Martinstown
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Find us on Facebook 
Did you know that the 3 churches in the Winterbournes Parish are now on 
Facebook?  You can ‘like’ and ‘follow’ for news and photos from St Michael’s, 
St Mary’s and St Martin’s. 

LENT
We mark the beginning of Lent 

with the 

Ash Wednesday Service 
in St Martin’s Church

on Wednesday, 14th February at 
6.30 pm

The Lent lunches this year are at 
12.30 pm 

in Martinstown Village Hall
on Fridays

23 February, 
and 2, 9, 16 March

Do come and join us for home 
made soup and roll.

Monies raised to go to the 
Food Bank.

OUTCOME OF THE PASS-IT-ON CAMPAIGN
Although the Pass-It-On campaign of October/
November 2017 did not complete until past the 
deadline for the last edition it is worth publishing 
the results. Across the Parish as a whole, planned 
giving rose by 18% and together with one-off 
donations the total rose by 29% – compared with the 
equivalent figures for the 2012 PIO campaign. This 
result is enormously encouraging and will allow the 
focus of the church to be where it should be, on the 
communities it serves. It could not have been achieved 
without peoples’ generosity and the time and legwork 
of those circulating the packs – thank you very much 
to everybody concerned.

John Crawford - Campaign Organiser 

ST MICHAEL’S, 
WINTERBOURNE STEEPLETON
The situation to date... the damage to 
the ceiling of St Michael’s church has 
been examined by the church architect 
and assessed as repairable, much to 
our relief. The architect has written the 
technical specification and we now await 
the costings of the contractor for doing 
the work. It is not possible at this stage to 
forecast when the building will be open 
again but I am hopeful that it may be late 
Spring / early Summer. More news to 
follow as things develop. 

John Crawford - Churchwarden



– 8 – – 9 –

Advance notice of 
Jumble Sale 

on 17th March at Martinstown Village Hall
Open between 1pm and 4pm. 

Setting up at 11am

Jumble Sales are good for the planet and 
for raising money for St. Mary’s Church 

Abbas. We would love your help, if jumble 
is your thing and if not please drop by for 

a cup of tea and homemade cake.

If you have any books, clothes, toys or 
bric-a-brac to donate, please contact Joy 
Parsons (01305 889611) or Jo Lacy Smith 
(01305 89476  07841776759 jolacysmith@
gmail.com) and we will collect the jumble.

Even MORE advance notice of...

Quiz Night  
Martinstown Village Hall 
21st April 2018 • 7.30pm
Supper and Sagacity

A joyous evening of seeing of your brain still 
works. Bring a team or just bring yourselves
Quiz, superb supper, bar, laughter and Prizes

Please book £12.50 per person 
ring Joy Parsons 889611 for tickets.

A silent space: the Homeless
We live in a country of huge differences and 
during this time of quiet we will sit and try to 
identify with those who are homeless in our 
own land.

We invite you to join this multi faith group 
as we come together to open ourselves to 
the Holy Spirit in St. Martin’s church, on 6th 
February at 6pm for 20 minutes of silence, 
drawn to a close by reading poetry and prose.

Please join us and bring some poetry or prose.

Jo Lacy-Smith 01305  889476 and 07841 
776759    jolacysmith@gmail.com

Prayer Group
We meet every 2nd Tuesday afternoon at 
2.30pm at various people’s houses, to have a 
cup of tea and then spend 40 minutes in prayer; 
praying for all those in our communities, our 
churches and the world. 

As part of our prayers, we use the prayer books 
that are placed in each church for anybody 
to write in to ask for prayer. If you would like 
prayer, you can contact me, or write in one of 
the books.

If you would like to join us, please contact me 
for details of when and where we will be meet-
ing this month.

Jo Lacy-Smith 01305  889476 and 07841 
776759    jolacysmith@gmail.comThe subject for 

messy church 
is the ‘parable 
of the lost 
sheep’

The start time  
has changed to 
10.30am.

Songs of Praise
- listening to stories from our valley.

Forty minutes of singing our favourite 
hymns and listening to stories of the valley 
from times past.

Please come and join us at 6pm 18th 
March at St. Mary’s Church Abbas.

Please contact Jo Lacy-Smith to let me 
know what your favourite hymns are. 
Tel: 889476, jolacysmith@gmail.com
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The                    Notice Board

Chairperson: Jane Jones – Tel: 01305 889202 
Bookings: Ann Matthews – Tel: 889248 or email: ronann.matthews@btinternet.com

MONDAY
Baby & Toddler Group   10.00am - 12noon   Contact: Lizzie Walden - Tel: 07949 639011

Table Tennis   2.30pm - 3.30pm   Contact: Margaret Hearing - Tel: 01305 889346

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts   5.30pm - 7.30pm   Contact: Sue Gower - Tel: 01305 889388

Valley Club   7.30pm - 10.00pm   Contact: Pat Willets - Tel: 01305 568458
(3rd Monday in month)  

TUESDAY
Botanical Art Group   9.30am - 12.30pm   Contact: Geoff Roberts - Tel: 01305 815735
(term times only)

Dance Group   2.30pm - 4.30pm   Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

Badminton   7.30pm - 9.30pm   Contact: Trevor Elliot - Tel: 01305 267897

WEDNESDAY
Pilates 9.30am - 10.30pm   Contact: Sammie McFarland  
  - Tel: 07807 090013

Chair-based Exercise  11.15am - 12.30pm   Contact: Suzanne Fellows-Joyce  
  - Tel: 01308 281882

W.I.   6.45pm - 9.00pm   Contact: Jan Griffiths - Tel: 01305 889738
(2nd Wednesday in month)

Beginners Dance  8.00pm - 10.00pm   Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

THURSDAY
Art Group  10.00pm - 1.00pm   Contact: Betty Hoddinott - Tel: 01305 262217

Dance Group  2.30pm - 4.30pm   Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

FRIDAY
Keep Fit Class   10.15am - 11.30am   Contact: Suzanne Fellows-Joyce 
  - Tel: 01308 281882

Bingo   7.00pm - 9.30pm   Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248
(Every other Friday)
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SPECIAL NOTICE
The Martinstown Village Hall is a popular venue for various activities. It is almost completely booked up until early 2018, so if you intend holding an event in the hall this year, I strongly advise to book now! Contact: Ann on 889248.

A very Happy New Year and best wishes to you 
all for a happy and healthy 2018.  We have a 
varied and interesting programme over the 
coming months, so we hope to see many of 
you at our future meetings.

We do not have a meeting in February, but our 
AGM will be held on Monday 19th March at 
7.40pm in Martinstown Village Hall.  This will 
be followed at 8.00pm  by a talk by a member 
of The Gardens Group on “Colour & Interest 
in the Garden”.  This talk will introduce new 
varieties of plants and give you an interesting 
and informative guide through what to grow 
to get the best out of your garden at this time 
of year.  Non-members are always welcome 
to attend our meetings at a cost of £3 which 

The                     Notice Board cont.

To book the hall, contact: 
Ann Matthews -Tel: 01305 889248

Email: ronann.matthews@btinternet.com

VALLEY  CLUB NEWS

includes tea or coffee and biscuits.

We need to recruit some new committee 
members, so, if you would like to join our 
friendly committee, please do let Eileen 
(889585), or myself (on the number below), 
know before the AGM.  We only have 3-4 
meetings a year where we discuss ideas and 
arrange the programme for the following year.

Date for your diary:  

Monday 16th April
Gold Club 25% Discount Evening
Meet at the Garden Centre at 6.45pm

Pat Willetts  - Tel. 568458

A big thank you to all who helped me 
support Pilsdon Community before Christmas with 
kind donations of clothes, toiletries and treats.  
The group were truly appreciative and grateful, the 
donations came at a time when their resources 
are most called upon.  Your generosity has made 
a positive difference and I am thrilled and proud at 
the way the Winterbournes rallied to my plea.

Wishing you a Happy, Healthy and Content New Year, 
thank you again...

Sally Webb
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Democracy is a fragile bloom which has taken 
many centuries to grow. Without the interest 
and concern of the people it could wither and 
die overnight.

The first Parliaments to petition the King and to 
grant him the right to take extra taxes were held 
in the 13th century, and Dorchester first sent 
Members to Parliament in 1295.

The pattern was – and so remained until 
the 19th century – that each County sent to 
the House of Commons two Knights of the 
Shire, and each Borough sent two Burgesses. 
Parliament met when called by the King, and 
usually sat only for a few weeks. 

As the economy grew, the richer townsmen and 
the country gentry fumed at the restrictions 
placed on them by the King’s Ministers. 
These frictions were made worse by the 
conflicting emotions of true religion - and war 
between King and Parliament ensued in the 
1640s. Parliament’s victory was apparently 
extinguished by the Restoration of Charles II 
in 1660, but the seeds had been well-sown. 
The expulsion of James II in 1688 was followed 
by Parliament’s invitation to the Dutch prince 
William of Orange (with his English wife Mary) 
to take the throne. From then on Parliament 
was the supreme force in the land.

It was not, of course, democratic. The House 
of Lords (the old Great Council) became 
hereditary. The two Knights of each Shire were 
elected by the larger landholders, and each 
borough elected their MPs by whatever was the 
tradition locally. Voting was comparatively rare, 
because it was expensive: it was necessary to 
bribe voters, and much more convenient for an 
arrangement to be made between the leading 
political families.

In 18th Century Dorchester, voters had to be 
adult males holding property in the borough 
and paying church and poor rates. The Earl of 
Shaftesbury owned many houses and plots in 
the town, and his tenants obediently supported 
the candidates he favoured. There was no secret 
ballot so they could not do otherwise. Aspiring 
young politicians could get into Parliament by 
gaining the patronage of borough controllers 
like Shaftesbury.

The Borough of Weymouth and Melcombe Regis 
returned four Members because it had been 
originally two separate boroughs. It also had a 
very wide franchise, rather vaguely estimated 
at 648 voters. Each voter had four votes, and it 
was assumed that each of these was a valuable 
asset which could be sold. Elections were 
very popular with voters and non-voters alike 
because candidates would throw largesse in 
all directions. Beer, bread and money flowed 
in the streets, while respectable householders 
cowered behind their shutters. Weymouth 
became a byword for corrupt elections, and 
each election was followed by petitions by 
defeated candidates to the House of Commons 
for the unseating of those who had won.

In a century of reform from 1830 to 1929, 
representation of the people in the House of 
Commons was drastically changed. Corruption 
was largely wiped out by the secret ballot from 
1872, excess seats were re-distributed, and 
qualification to vote was gradually extended 
down the social train. There is now one 
member for West Dorset including Dorchester 
and one for South Dorset including Weymouth.

In the Winterborne Valley most men only gained 
the vote in the 1880s, though women had to 
wait until 1918 and finally until 1928 for full 
qualification on the same basis as men.

In 1885 Lord Randolph Churchill came down to 
the Corn Exchange in Dorchester to support the 
Tory candidate. Speaking rather pompously he 
said:“I have been accused of calling the Dorset 
labourers ‘the scum of the earth’”.

Voice from the back: “And so they be..!”

Parliamentary Elections                                                                            by Terry Hearing  
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Martinstown Women’s Institute

Martinstown Women’s Institute                                                               February 2018

At our first meeting of 2018 we considered the resolutions to be 
voted on at the National Federation Annual meeting in June.  
After discussion the majority vote was “to take action to make 

it as acceptable to talk about mental health issues as much as physical health and to lobby the 
governmennt for better support for mental illness”.

2018 is the 70th anniversary of the WI in Martinstown and members were very interested to look 
back through the archives at the early programmes.  A celebration is planned for later in the year. 

A big thank you to all who supported our very successful Quiz Night on Saturday 13th January.  
Over £500 was raised for Denman College.  This is the WI college in Oxfordshire which runs a 
wide variety of courses.

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 14th February at 7pm in the Village Hall when Gordon 
Bartlett will be speaking on “Music in the Home”.

Angela Barrett - Secretary

FILM NIGHT at the BREWERS ARMS
Next screening - Thurs 15th February at 7.30:

 Sully (Miracle on the Hudson)

Directed by: Clint Eastwood • Starring: Tom Hanks

!t is regretted that the January film had to be cancelled at short notice owing to the operator being 

admitted to hospital for an operation. It is hoped that normal service will be resumed in February with...
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Death Café
Death is the last taboo and many people feel uncomfortable talking to their family about this 
subject.  However death will come to us all.  For the third year, United Church Dorchester 
are holding a Death Café.  Here you will be able to talk to funeral directors, a solicitor about 
wills, probate and lasting powers of attorney and find out about a woodland burial.  Age UK 
Dorchester, the Weldmar Hospice and Cruse bereavement counselling will also be there to 
answer questions.  Revs Steph Jenner and Peter Clark will be available,  as well as  Director 
of Music Heather Reed.  This is an opportunity to ask those questions that have been worrying 
you, talk to organisations about what you should do to prepare, how to help others before 
death and through the grieving process.  

The event is on Saturday March 3rd from 10am to 12 noon in the United Church hall, South 
Street, Dorchester.  Refreshments will be available, as well as lots of chocolate cake.  

Wills and Power of Attorney
Age UK Dorchester is holding an Information Event to de-mystify the subject of Wills and 
Lasting Powers of Attorney.  If you wish to understand whether you need a Lasting Power 
of Attorney, and to make a Will, Christine Butterfield, Senior Associate Solicitor at Battens, 
solicitors, will be providing a talk on the subject on:

Monday 5th February 2018 at 10am
at Rowan Cottage, 4 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, DT1 1PW

No need to book… just turn up

The ‘just in 
case you are 
feeling bored 
over Christmas’ 
CROSSWORD
ANSWERS



– 15 –– 14 –



– 17 –– 16 –

Martinstown Mileaters OUT AND ABOUT                          By Nick Priddle (with apologies)

On a cold and misty morning 10 hardy walkers 
and “Pip” our perpetual motion scout, set out 
under Andy Davies’ stewardship to tackle the 
southern half of Portland. 

Threading our way through the old quarry 
workings we craned 
our necks to say 
“Hi”to old Derrick, 
administered the last 
rites to a recently 
departed Goldcrest, 
and then paused to 
view Pennsylvania 
Castle built for John 
Penn, Governor 
of Portland, and 
grandson of William 
Penn, the founder of 
Pennsylvania.

Turning west to start the crossing of the island, 
it was too tempting for the more juvenile 

amongst us (all of us) to pass up the opportunity 
to try out the weighbridge.

More used to measuring trucks laden with 
stone, it somehow recorded a 100kg increase 
when our beloved photographer jumped aboard. 

“Pip” joined in the fun... 
20kg later! Discussions 
ensued as to which 
“weigh” next. Passing the 
bases of old windmills, 
a game of cricket was 
suggested but we could 
only find 2 stumps.

Reaching the west side 
of the island the mist 
cleared, the sun shone on 
the righteous, and great 

views of Lyme Bay were enjoyed. An easy 2 
miles on springy turves later, the “Pulpit Inn” 
was reached to quench our well-earned thirsts.

You could say a walk worth “weighting” for.

Mileaters encounter  
 a weighty problem!

Manor Grove Communal Hall • EVERY THURSDAY • 10.30am -12.00
Entrance: 50p to include cake and biscuits  •  ALL WELCOME

COFFEE MORNING
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email: info@martinstown-news.co.uk

email: info@martinstown-news.co.uk

www.martinstown-news.co.uk
...drop us a line

Martinstown News Website is 1 year old!
Martinstown News and Views was launched a year ago to let everyone know what’s going 
on in Winterbourne St Martin (Martinstown) and THE SURROUNDING AREA. It is aimed 
at people who live here, people that visit our beautiful village and people that have moved 
away but want to keep in touch.  

Among the pages of this website you will find: 
• The History and Background of Martinstown
• Details of the businesses and facilities in the village
• News items, notices and information
• Photo galleries 
• Info & news from the Village Clubs & Societies
   and much, much more.

Within the MAIN Martinstown site you will also find 3 other mini websites:

The Village Hall website
This is the site to visit if you want to book the hall, find out what’s on at the hall or what 
facilities it has to offer.

The Parish Council website
Here you can read the agenda and minutes of past/future meetings, find out about your 
council members, planning matters and generally what’s going on in the Parish.

The St Martins Church website
This is where you will find out about the history of the church, what is happening at this 
and the OTHER CHURCHES in the parish, services and Vicar & Wardens’ details.

In order for ALL the websites to evolve and continue to be an interesting ‘go-to’ source of 
information in one place, I’m appealing to you all to get involved by:

• sending in articles, NEWS ITEMS or photos - you can email to: info@martinstown-
news.co.uk or fill in the CONTACT FORM at the bottom of the GET INVOLVED page

• letting us know about your CLUB, SOCIETY or ORGANISATION within the village

The sites are generally updated on a weekly basis (as long as there is content to update with).

I would also like to take this opportunity to ask you to let me know what YOU 
would like to see on the website - PLEASE EMAIL SUGGESTIONS TO:

Manor Grove Communal Hall • EVERY THURSDAY • 10.30am -12.00
Entrance: 50p to include cake and biscuits  •  ALL WELCOME
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The festive season in the Village was action-
packed as usual. 

It all started in November with the Marie 
Curie Christmas Craft Fair. In spite of 
similar functions taking place near by, we 
had a steady stream of visitors who came 
to support this event. Throughout the 
day Angela and Anne, amongst others, 
worked tirelessly supplying teas, coffees 
and delicious W.I cakes whilst an eager 
team of raffle ticket sellers persuaded 
many that they really needed a winning 
ticket. A big thank you to all helpers and 
also the patient stallholders who brought 
along their crafts. By the end of the day 
£564 was raised for this worthwhile 
charity. 

In early December the Children’s Advent 
Craft Day workshop was held in the Church. 
Over 30 children came to colour cut, 
glue and sprinkle with glitter a variety of 
Christmas activities. At lunchtime, passing 
motorists could not have failed to notice 
the babbling crocodile of kids heading off 
to the Brewers. Here they were treated to 
a delicious meal. Thanks to Leanne, Ben 
and staff for making this possible. Thanks 
also to the long-suffering customers who 
thought they had come for a quiet lunch!

This was followed several days later by 
the Community Lunch. On Friday 8th 
December over 50 plates of delicious 
turkey with all the trimmings was dished 
up. This meal could not have taken place 
without the contributions from the team 
of cooks, servers and washer-uppers! They 
are in urgent need of more cooks. Please 
phone Jan Griffiths on 889738 or me on 
889963 if you feel you could help out.

Next came an Artsreach production: 
Chris Newman, acoustic guitarist with his 
partner, Irish harpist, Maire Chathasaigh. 
They played a selection of seasonal music 
entitled “A Festive Feast for Harp & Guitar”. 
A very appreciative and enthusiastic 

Fran’s Diary                                                                                                    by Fran Taylor

audience enjoyed this fabulous musical 
evening.

Then of course a packed Brewers Arms 
experienced a session of carols in the pub 
lead by Vicar Jean with Nigel Power on 
the keyboard. A great time was had by all.

Of course Christmas would not be Christmas 
without Readings and Carols by Candlelight. 
This was a very atmospheric evening 
ending in mince pies and delicious mulled 
wine.

Finally, on Christmas Day during 
this traditional Christmas service a 
Christening took place in the Church 
thanks to the Webb family whose 
attendance with participating grand 
child contributed to a Nativity theme.

So, all decorations are now packed away 
until next year but in the meantime here 
are 2 dates for your diary.

On 3rd February 2018 at 6 pm the hall 
has been booked by Martinstown Players 
for a thespian evening  of entertainment 
for past, present, future performers and 
back stage crew. So if you have an urge 
to strut the boards and have a poem, a 
reading, a short play - or anything that 
you would like to share with like-minded 
people then come along. 

Please RSVP to edward-gibbs18@gmail.
com or frantaylor1945@gmail.com

Finally another Artsreach production 
will be happening soon. On Saturday 24th 
March at 7.30 pm “Lost Dog-Paradise Lost”.
will be taking place in the Village Hall. This 
will be a one man show of Milton’s epic 
poem. Nothing like whatever pops into 
your head when you read the title. This 
is a performance that combines theatre, 
comedy and movement, a journey that 
leads you through the story of the creation. 

Further details in next month’s magazine.
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Valley & Valence  -  Bits & Pieces                                                                            February 2018

Recycling, Rubbish & Garden Waste Collection Dates 

February 2018

1st (Thursday)  - recycling and food
15th (Thursday)  - recycling and food  

For more info contact: www.dorsetforyou.com/recycle

8th (Thursday)  - rubbish and food
22nd (Thursday)  - rubbish and food

9th (Friday)  - garden waste                23rd (Friday)          - garden waste      

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on:

Mon 26 Feb 2018 at 7.30pm
The Old Reading Room, Martinstown, DT2 

Future meetings in 2018 will be held on:

Monday 26 March    ...all start at 7.30pm
More to be confirmed shortly...

Be sure to visit the Parish Council website at: 
www.martinstown-news.co.uk/the-parish-council

V I L L A G E  H A L L

100 CLUB DRAW

DECEMBER 2017 
£25 - Roger Berry

£10 - Dawn Clift
£5 - Lucy Higson

NOVEMBER 2017 
£25 - Geoffrey Haine             

£10 - Dave Reed
£5 - Andy Whitty

Martinstown Draw

Compton Valence Draw
DECEMBER 2017

£100 - Trish Graham
£25 - Alex Tweed
£10 - Peter Steel

£5 - Julie Buckland

JANUARY 2018
£25 - Fi Brookes

£10 - Julie Buckland
£5 - Jenny and Lee

Martinstown Scout Group
                                       Indoor and outdoor activities for Beavers, Cubs and Scouts.

Meeting Mondays 5.30pm - 6.30pm (Beavers),  6.15pm - 7.30pm (Cubs & Scouts) 
• Martinstown Village Hall   For more information call SUE GOWER - Cub Leader on 01305 
889388 or 07800 537722 • Adult helpers sought (no previous experience necessary).

– Dorset Police –  Safer Neighbourhood Team

Meet your local Neighbourhood Policing Team 2017
At Martinstown Shop & Post Office

2nd Wed every month  •  11.00 -11.30
If you cannot make this but would still like to speak with us please contact: 

101 or email: Dorchester-rural-npt@dorset.pnn.police.uk
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JON JOHNSON 
Plumbing and Heating Services

Old Dairy, Park Farm, Martinstown
Tel: 01305 889157 • Mobile:07708 010528 

Email: jjpandh@sky.com

• Your friendly, local plumbing and heating engineer
• 30 years’ experience

• Reliable and competitive rates
• All aspects of plumbing and heating
• From small repairs, full installations

to general property maintenance

* Free quotations and advice *
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All aspects of Painting and Decorating, 
Interior and Exterior

30 years experience  •  FREE estimates

Tel: 01305 834713  •  Mobile: 07929 992201 
email: albion111@aol.com

GARY BILTCLIFFE
–  DECORATOR –

Tel: 01305 772096
Mobile: 07759 403805
johnstilesdesign@hotmail.com
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Jessica Le Sueur S.A.C. Dip FHTP S.A.C. Dip FHPP

• Toe Nail Cutting
• Thickened and Ingrowing Nails
• Calluses and Corns
• Diabetic Foot Care
• Residential Homes always welcome

PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME

...by an experienced, qualified and insured practitioner.

Tel: 01305 784266   -   Mob: 07817 356609
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Mobile: 
07768 381166

GOLDCOMBE 
EQUESTRIAN
– D.I.Y. Livery –

enquiries@goldcombefarm.co.uk

Telephone: 
01305 880161

M A R T I N S T O W N

Assisted livery available
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ING
Let me take the 

strain out of your 

Young, Strong Ex Forestry Worker, 
Offers Reliability and Competitive 
Rates: General & Heavy Garden
Work, Lawns, Strimming, Hedges 
and Odd Jobs

Ring Max Deller: 
01305 889296 or 07826 636153

• A leaky tap to a complete bathroom suite
• Wall & floor tiling
• Painting & Decorating
• DIY building and repairs
• and more - just ask!

AM PM Plumbing & House Maintenance 
When you need a helping hand...
No job too small...

Location: Martinstown and 
surrounding areas.

Qualified Plumber and 
experienced General Builder.

Please call Mark for a free estimate on: 01305 784623 or Mob: 07572110799
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Eco-friendly materials used

Experienced staff and fully insured

We clean - Ovens, Agas, Ranges, 
Hobs, Extractors, Microwaves, BBQs

We cover all of Dorset
www.cleanovendomestics.co.uk

Clean Ovens Domestic Ltd

Call Dave or April on –
08007076629 or mobile: 07563693145
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Contact: Chris Hudson-Cook 
T: 01305 839 087
M: 07881 535 262
E: chc50@hotmail.co.uk

Loft Conversions, Extensions, Kitchens, 
Velux/Skylight Windows, Roofing, Dry Lining, 
Tiling, Garden Decking/Fencing & Carpentry, 

Flood Damage Repairs
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Matthew Lucas
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

A family business providing a dignified, 
professional and caring 24 hour service.

Pre-paid Funeral Plans available.

Members of the
National Association of Funeral Directors
Recommended by The Good Funeral Guide

Down House, Widcombe Street, 
Poundbury, DORCHESTER, DT1 3BS

T: 01305 753533
www.dorchesterfunerals.com
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Clint Hendrick  | M: 07423 215708  | T: 01305 753857
E: clinthendrick@googlemail.com | 4 Remus close, Dorchester 

� Installation of wood & multifuel stoves
� Stove refurbishments
� Twin wall chimney systems
� Chimney liners

� Stone & tiled hearths
� HETAS registered
� Chimney power sweep & vacuum
� Reliable & professional service

Don MacLeod: 01258 839209 or 07782 189555 (8am - 9pm) 
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