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PLEASE CONTACT US FOR 
LATEST JOB VACANCIES

A 17th Century Georgian House, set in the idyllic village of Winterborne St Martin.

Park House has a dedicated team to provide residential care for up to 20 residents, 
with 20 single rooms, 19 with En-suite facilities. The home is small enough to offer 
a truly homely atmosphere and believes wholeheartedly in the motto “Home is 
where the heart is”.

We also offer a wide range of quality Home Care services.

Visit www.parkhousecare.org 
to find out more.
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FLEXIBLE CARE
In your home and when you need it...

Experienced in care of the elderly
CRB checked • Fully insured

First Aid qualified • References available

To find out more please call Antonia Cook
Tel: 01305 889499 or Mobile: 07813 196 958

JON BUDDLE
TREE SURGERY & GARDENING SERVICES
(MOWING, HEDGE CUTTING ETC.)

FULLY INSURED  •  NPTC CERTIFICATED

For a FREE quote:
Phone: 01305 889982    Mobile: 07775 806488

• A leaky tap to a complete bathroom suite
• Wall & floor tiling
• Painting & Decorating
• DIY building and repairs
• and more - just ask!

AM PM Plumbing & House Maintenance 
When you need a helping hand...
No job too small...

Location: Martinstown and 
surrounding areas.

Qualified Plumber and 
experienced General Builder.

Please call Mark for a free estimate on: 01305 784623 or Mob: 07572110799
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MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE STORE

Tel: 01305 889547 • Email: martinstownvillagestore@gmail.com •                     Martinstown Village Store

Shop & POST OFFICE 
Opening Times
MON-FRI 8am to 5.30pm
WEDS 8am to 2.00pm 
SAT 8.30am to 4.00pm 
SUN 9.30am to 12.30pm

Drinks, light snacks 

and cakes 
available

Come in and try our new range of freshly ground 
coffee...espresso, latte, Americano or take one away 
with you; a great accompaniment to a slice of our 
home-made cake or a bacon roll...

So take a coffee break, read the newspaper and just 
relax at your village store. 

I look forward to seeing you soon.  Karen Barrett
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EDITORIAL in VALLEY & VALENCE 
It would be much appreciated if copy is supplied electronically as a text doc. (Microsoft Word etc.) 
with any accompanying images as JPEG files to the address below.

ALL COPY MUST REACH ME BY 15th (LATEST) OF THE PRECEDING MONTH
in order to be included in that issue.

ADVERTISING
To advertise, please apply, giving your contact details & invoice address.
Current rates & specifications enquiries and advertisement copy for each month’s issue to: 

Graham Herbert, The Barnhouse, 1 Cowleaze, Martinstown, DT2 9TD
Tel: 01305 889786 or email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk
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CONTRIBUTORS WANTED
If you have a story to tell, an interesting anecdote or 
some news that you would like to share with others, 
please send them in - and don’t forget to send photos!
Graham Herbert, Editor – Tel: 01305 889786
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The most famous poem in the English language is ‘Daffodils’ 
by William Wordsworth, and although by the time you read 
this the daffodils will have all but finished perhaps for you, like 
Wordsworth, they will still fill your heart with pleasure.  Even 
after the memory of them fades we know we can still look 
forward to next spring when the daffodils will dance again.

Each one of the seasons has its own beauty of course but I 
believe that spring is special.  One only has to look around at 
the spring flowers lighting up the still bare landscape and see 
the fresh green buds beginning to burst open to feel the heart 
soar and gain a sense of newness and hope.  

As I write this we are one week away from the glorious 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection on Easter Day.  On Easter 
Sunday all our churches will be awakened from their Lenten 
solemnity and will be wonderfully embellished with the most 
beautiful floral displays (thanks to our talented teams of flower 
arrangers) in celebration of the Risen Lord.  All around us we 
see signs of newness bursting into life.

I’m reminded of The Carpenters’ song, ‘We’ve only just begun’ 
which at this time of year offers a simple but wonderful 
synopsis of the message at the heart of the gospel.  It goes on 
to say: 
“Before the risin’ sun, we fly, So many roads to choose, We’ll 
start out walkin’ and learn to run, (And yes, we’ve just begun)”.

Whoever we are, whatever we face, God holds out the prospect 
of a fresh start, of new hoizons that beckon us onwards.  

This glorious Eastertide, which, in the Church’s calendar goes 
on all through May until Pentecost on 9th June, continues the 
joy of Easter Day reminding us that each and every day is a 
new beginning. The witnesses to the first Easter slowly came 
to realise that, from an awful ending (the death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ), had come a new beginning, not just for Jesus 
but for everyone.  Joy, hope, purpose and love, which had been 
buried with Jesus in the tomb, came leaping back to life; the 
future that a moment ago had seemed so empty was suddenly 
brimming over with promise.  

Such is the hope of spring, offering signs of new life all around 
us, and in this wonder that is God’s creation we are invited 
to live each moment in the context of the God who makes all 
things new; the God who enables us confidently to declare:  
we’ve only just begun.

Yours in Christ
Jean, Team Vicar

  The 
Vicar 

writes....

“...that each and 
every day is a 
new beginning”
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The Parishes of The Winterbournes & Compton Valence                                                                                

TEAM RECTOR
Rev’d Canon Thomas Woodhouse (01305 267944)

TEAM VICAR
Rev’d Jean Saddington (01305 889992) 
Available on: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Sundays 
Please only contact her for urgent matters on other days.

LICENSED LAY MINISTER
Allen Knott (01305 267217)                     

The Parish of the Winterbournes
There is a single Parochial Church Council for Martinstown, Steepleton and Abbas but each parish 
church retains its own local church committee.
Churchwardens   –   Dick Corbett-Winder (889410),  Ellie Sturrock (07980 089470),  Joy Parsons (889611)
PCC Hon. Secretary   –   Alison Crawford (889377)
PCC Hon. Treasurer   –   Bruce Robertson

The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwarden & Treasurer   –   Jeremy Russell (01308 482227)
Churchwarden & Secretary   –   Peter Steel (01308 482782)
Dorchester and The Winterbournes Team Website: www.dorchesteranglican.info

Any of the above can be approached in the first instance for Baptism, Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit and they 
would welcome being told when anybody has been bereaved or is ill. They have answerphones for you to leave a message.

If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public prayer of the Church, we would be glad to do this as long as 
permission of the person involved is assured.

ASSOCIATE PRIEST
Rev’d Jo Lacy-Smith 
(01305 889476)

 

CHURCH CALENDAR                                                                               MAY 2019

SUNDAY 5 MAY – 3rd OF EASTER
10.00  Holy Communion    Winterbourne Abbas
11.00  Holy Communion    Martinstown

SUNDAY 12 MAY – 4th OF EASTER
08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)   Martinstown
09.30  Holy Communion    Compton Valence
11.00  Holy Communion    Winterbourne Steepleton

SUNDAY 19 MAY – 5th OF EASTER
10.00  Holy Communion    Winterbourne Abbas
11.00  Holy Communion    Martinstown 

SUNDAY 26 MAY – 6th OF EASTER
11.00  Holy Communion    Martinstown
17.00  Church@Five    Martinstown

THURSDAY 3O MAY – ASCENSION DAY
10.00       Martinstown
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Find us on Facebook 
Did you know that the 3 churches in the Winterbournes Parish are now on Facebook?  You can 
‘like’ and ‘follow’ for news and photos from St Michael’s, St Mary’s and St Martin’s. 

Rollerthon...
Alison Crawford and Fran Taylor 
took part in a Rollerthon along the 
esplanade last week in aid of FND 
research (functional neurological 
disorder) which a friend of theirs 
suffers from. This means she is in 
constant pain and suffers from daily 
seizures. They decided to join in the 
walk and came up with the idea of 
rolling 2 shopping trolleys with 2 
teddies along the front. The photo 
shows Fran, Midge and the bears - 
Lizzie and Paddington.

Sun 26th May at 5pm
St Martin’s Church, Martinstown
An informal service centred on worship, prayer and 
the bible. We will begin with light refreshments, 
followed by music led worship at 5.15.

All welcome

The Parish of the 
Winterbournes

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL 
CHURCH MEETING 

will be held on

SUNDAY 5th MAY 
at 12.15pm

in
St Martin’s Church, 

Martinstown

NEEDS YOU!
We are looking for someone to take over the production 

of the Valley and Valence from August onwards. 

Please give it some thought, 
and consider taking it on - for more info, 

phone Graham Herbert: 01305 889786 
or Dick Corbett-Winder: 01305 889410 

email: 
info@valleyandvalence.co.uk

The Valley & Valence
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The                    Notice Board

Chairperson: Jane Jones – Tel: 01305 889202 
Bookings: Ann Matthews – Tel: 889248 or email: ronann.matthews@btinternet.com

MONDAY
Baby & Toddler Group   10.00am - 12noon   Contact: Lizzie Walden - Tel: 07949 639011

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts   5.30pm - 7.30pm   Contact: Sue Gower - Tel: 01305 889388

Valley Club   7.30pm - 10.00pm   Contact: Pat Willets - Tel: 01305 568458
(3rd Monday in month)  

TUESDAY
Botanical Art Group   9.30am - 12.30pm   Contact: Geoff Roberts - Tel: 01305 815735
(term times only)

Dance Group   2.30pm - 4.30pm   Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

Badminton   7.30pm - 9.30pm   Contact: Trevor Elliot - Tel: 01305 267897

WEDNESDAY
Pilates 9.30am - 10.30pm   Contact: Sammie McFarland  
  - Tel: 07807 090013

Chair-based Exercise  11.15am - 12.30pm   Contact: Suzanne Fellows-Joyce  
  - Tel: 01308 281882

W.I.   6.45pm - 9.00pm   Contact: Jan Griffiths - Tel: 01305 889738
(2nd Wednesday in month)

Beginners Dance  8.00pm - 10.00pm   Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

THURSDAY
Art Group  10.00pm - 1.00pm   Contact: Teresa Blades - Tel: 01305 889947

Dance Group  2.30pm - 4.30pm   Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248

FRIDAY
Keep Fit Class   10.15am - 11.30am   Contact: Suzanne Fellows-Joyce 
  - Tel: 01308 281882

Bingo   7.00pm - 9.30pm   Contact: Ann Matthews - Tel: 01305 889248
(Every other Friday)
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Martinstown Women’s Institute

Martinstown Women’s Institute                                                                        MAY  2019

The speaker at our April meeting was Jocelyn Jenkins who told us 
about her experiences running a Bed and Breakfast, meeting many  
interesting people (and their dogs) – holiday makers from all over the 
world and also people working locally for a few days.

The talk was followed by our Annual Meeting when we reflected on 
another successful year in  Martinstown WI (our 70th).   Jan Griffiths 
has stood down as President and we greatly appreciate all she has 
done for us over the past six years.    Rosie Duke was elected as our 
new President and we send her our good wishes and look forward to 
her leadership.   Christine Gibson has also retired as Treasurer after 
eight years’ service and Roelie Newman will be taking on the role. Jan 
and Christine were warmly thanked and presented with rose bushes. 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 8th May at 7 pm – Speaker 
Derek March “The Story of English Country Cheese”.   All ladies 
welcome.

There are still places available on the Village Outing on Thursday, 16th 
May to Knightshayes (NT) and tour of Sheppy’s Cider.  Cost £39 or £32.50 
for NT members.   To book contact me on 889628 or Eileen on 889584.

Angela Barrett  -  Secretary

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY... DATE FOR YOUR DIARY... DATE FOR YOUR DIARY... DATE FOR YOUR DIARY... DATE FOR YOUR DIARY...

The Martinstown Players present

“TICKET to RIDE”
A Play by Vince Jones

Friday 27th September  • Saturday 28th September
at Martinstown Village Hall

The residents of Park Manor Home for the Elderly look to relive their youth by enjoying a 
“Beatlemania” weekend in Liverpool.  A weekend which is full of surprises.

Come along and be entertained by some of the finest actors in the area! (Unfortunately they 
weren’t available, so you’ve got this lot again).

Tickets will be on sale from August.
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On Monday March 18th we were given a 
fascinating presentation by Rod Harris, who 
had carried out extensive research into “The 
Portland Spies”.  The group of five spies was 
one of the most important KGB spy rings of the 
Cold War and was centred on Portland.  They 
stole secret information from the Navy’s top 
secret Underwater Defence Establishment 
(UDE) at Portland relating to Britain’s first 
nuclear submarine, HMS Dreadnought.  The 
five spies -  Gordon Lonsdale, Lorna and 
Maurice Kroger, Harry Houghton and Ethel Gee 
(Bunty) -  operated from a building at Portland 
Port.  Harry Houghton and Ethel Gee, the two 
key British members of the ring, were arrested 
in 1961.  In November 2017 MI5 released 280 

The                     Notice Board cont.

To book the hall, contact: 
Ann Matthews -Tel: 01305 889248

Email: ronann.matthews@btinternet.com

VALLEY CLUB NEWS

papers about the case and all the information is 
in the Public Records Office.

Our next event will be our Village Outing to 
Knightshayes House & Gardens (National 
Trust) and Sheppy’s House of Cider on Thursday 
16th May.  The cost of this trip is £32.50 for NT 
members and £39.00 for non-NT members.  
The coach will leave Martinstown at 9.00am and 
will return at approx. 6.30pm.  There are only a 
few seats still available, so please get in touch 
with Eileen (tel. 889584) or Angela (tel. 889628) 
if you would like to be included on this trip.

Pat Willetts  - Tel. 568458

        
FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB 2019 DATES: 

All are very welcome to our monthly Community lunches in the Village Hall 

which are mostly held on the first Friday of the month.  Dates are:

3rd May, 7th June, 5th July, 6th September, 1st November, 6th December. 

In October, there will be a Harvest Supper instead of village lunch, date TBC.   

To book, please telephone Ced on 889438.

We are always pleased to hear from people who’d like to be involved in any way, 

from cooking to laying tables.  Please contact Jan on 889738 if you’d like to be 

involved – we do enjoy ourselves as well as work! 
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The arrival of this welcome season was 
celebrated with another Artsreach 
production given by the comic theatre 
company “Last Chance Saloon” who 
specialise in taking classic stories and 
adding a robust twist. On Saturday evening 
a sell out audience was treated to a parody 
of two classic tales in the form of “Sherlock 
Holmes and the Blue Carbuncle” and 
“The Curse of the Mummy”.

It was a great evening of entertainment 
as this skilfull cast, using their unique 
brand of comedy, took us on a journey of 
whirlwind action. They danced, they sang, 
they bantered. There was plenty of audience 
participation. Two lucky people were 
invited onto the stage to take part in a mock 
wedding ceremony. The whole performance 
was a fabulous experience. Similar 
comments were made by many as a cheerful 
audience stepped out into the night. 

“Amazing!” “Brilliant!”  “Wonderful!” 
”Fantastic” “I laughed so much my cheeks 
ached” ...just to name but a few!

I do hope that this talented group will 
return to our Dorset village halls sometime 
in the near future. Watch out for them – 
they are already working on their next 
production. 

The Winter programme has now finished 
but their might be something in the pipeline 
heading our way in the Summer season. In 
the meantime our next Artsreach activity 
will definitely be the successful Children’s 
Workshops which take place in the Village 
Hall during the Summer holidays. More 
details in next month’s Parish Magazine. 
Details of further productions will be 
advertised when available. Watch this 
space! 

Now for something completely different. 

The time is fast approaching when Graham 
Herbert will no longer be producing our 
Valley & Valance Parish Magazine. Our 

Fran’s Diary                                                                                                   by Fran Taylor

June /July edition will be his last!

He has consistently produced a quality 
magazine which has reflected  much of our 
lives in the Winterbourne Valley. He has 
patiently dealt with late and sometimes 
wrongly formatted submissions which he 
has managed to squeeze into a full edition. 
This not only contains  views and news, but 
a notice board with a selection of events, 
a list of business advertisers and much 
more.  All informative contributions for 
this spread-out community. 

So what happens next? If nobody steps 
forward to take up this chalice, this 
publication delivered to so many homes 
throughout the Valley will disappear (a 
big thank you to all those distributors). I 
am very aware that this task is daunting. 
Perhaps somewhere there is a small group 
who could gather together and share out 
the jobs. I would be more than happy to 
host the discussion.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Graham for all his hard work and 
dedication. 

He deserves the rest!

Finally there is another person who 
is standing down from a position of 
responsibility and that is Jane Jones. 

Jane became Chairman of the Village Hall 
after husband, Vince stood down. During the 
Jones’ era the village hall has seen a great 
transformation – with the aid of income 
from activities such as Open Gardens, 
Bingo, Community Lunch, Pantomimes and 
Artsreach, to name but a few. 

Money has been raised to maintain the 
Village Hall, to buy new furniture & stage 
lighting and to renovate the Play Area. All 
of this has happened under Jane’s strong 
leadership.

So thank you Jane for all your industry 
and commitment. Like Graham, you 
deserve a break.

End of Winter, here comes Spring! (we hope!) 
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Martinstown Mileaters OUT & ABOUT                                                                   by Mike Beesley

Martinstown Mileaters OUT & ABOUT                                                                         by Lyn Axford

A small (but select) 
group of Mileaters 
walkers set off on 
a bright but cool 
morning from the 
delightful village 
of Cattistock. The 
threat of April 
showers may 
have put a few 
participants off, 
but as it happened 
the showers did 
not appear until 
late afternoon, 
by which time we 
were all fed and watered and safely back home.

The walk took us out of the village on a long, 
but gentle ascent where we had glorious 
views over the valleys of Lankham Bottom and 
Coombe Bottom. We descended via the Wessex 
Ridgeway, where we found a lovely spot for 
our coffee stop in the churchyard at Maiden 

Newton. We returned to Cattistock along the 
river path and back for lunch at the Fox and 
Hounds. For those of you who don’t know it, 
this is a delightful Dorset Country pub, friendly 
welcome, warming log fire and very nice pub 
food… and beer.

It wasn’t exactly spring like on the 22nd 
March, when we set off for our walk, but at 
least it was dry. Sixteen walkers and five 
dogs undertook the local six mile circular 
walk, where we started and finished at the 
Brewer’s Arms. It made a change to leave our 
cars behind and enjoy the views of the local 
countryside.

Leaving the pub carpark, we headed along 
the back path to Rew, and then continued 
along a track which took us to the road lead-

ing to Hardy’s monument. After 15 minutes 
we entered a gate on the left hand side 
and continued waking across fields until 
we reached the Jubilee trail. At this point 
Celia joined us, as she had been doing an 
exercise class first thing in the morning, 
and not shirking the uphill trek to Hardy’s! 
This narrow path continued most of the way 
along the ridge, offering spectacular views. It 
makes you grateful to live in such a beautiful 
area.

We found a slight hollow along the ridge, in 
order to shelter from the wind and have a 
coffee break. We did pass a small sink hole 
along the top, but this had been cordoned 
off. As there had been quite a lot of rain 
on  days prior to our walk, we had a few 
hazardous large muddy puddles to negoti-
ate, which made it all the more interesting. 
After that it was mainly downhill all the way 
back to the pub and a welcome drink and 
food.
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Gardens are beginning to flourish now and it’s time for all our 
gardeners, cooks, bakers and crafters to think about what you 
will enter in this year’s show. We must not forget that this is a 
village show because the standard of entries is always 
remarkably high. 

Here are some hints and tips for the presentation of fruits and 
vegetables:
Care in presentation is important e.g. onion roots trimmed, tops tied, 
carrots and potatoes cleaned (but not too scrubbed) etc.  If a class has 
more than one item, 3 apples for example, put in apples that look 
very similar in size and appearance.

Always check the current show schedule and stick to the rules. Check the 
wording e.g. Any Other Vegetable means a single vegetable not in any other 
class. If in doubt, contact a member of the committee for clarification.

In mixed classes, consideration may be given to perceived difficulty in cultivation.

Flowers and pot plants: Make sure flowers are all in their prime and snip off any that aren’t; the 
same applies to leaves and always check underneath. With pots, remove any debris from the 
compost so your exhibit looks at its best.

During the months before the show, pinch out pot plants to encourage compact, strong growth 
and lots of flowers.

Entry forms for the Show are in the middle of the Schedule that came inside this magazine, 
still available in the Village Shop and the church in Martinstown.

Garden and Craft Show 
SUNDAY 18th August 2019 at Martinstown Village Hall.

M A R T I N S T O W N

ING

                                       OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND
                                                     Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd June 2019
                                                                        Next summer is Open Gardens year for the village.   

                                                                The biannual fund raiser needs your support 
to be a success. Most important it needs your garden to be open for visitors. 
Big or small - not the issue, numbers count to make the event work so please 
consider allowing your garden to be open. 

Never done it before?   Worried about the issues?   The VILLAGE HALL 
committee members will answer any questions. 

We need lots of gardens open - can you help the cause?



What’s on @ your local?  - The Brewers Arms, Martinstown
Curry Night every Tuesday, curry & drink for £10
                                            Quiz night from 8:30pm every Wednesday
                                                                      Mexican night every last Thursday of the month!
                                                                  Meat Draw every Friday at 7pm, tickets available all week!
                                                                           Take Away drinks and food available for 15% discount!
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13.00pm  - TO MARTINSTOWN
Start - A-Line Office
1st Drop-off - Mallards Green
2nd Drop-off - Manor Grove
3rd Drop-off - Village Shop

Martinstown Scout Group
                                       Indoor and outdoor activities for Beavers, Cubs and Scouts.

Meeting Mondays 5.30pm - 6.30pm (Beavers),  6.15pm - 7.30pm (Cubs & Scouts) 

• Martinstown Village Hall   For more information call SUE GOWER - Cub Leader on 01305 

889388 or 07800 537722 • Adult helpers sought (no previous experience necessary).

10.00am - TO DORCHESTER
1st Pickup - Mallards Green
2nd Pickup - Manor Grove
3rd Pickup - Village Shop
Finish - A-Line Office, Dorchester

A-LINE TAXI  SHUTTLESERVICE
Mondays & Fridays ONLY

A-Line Taxis: 01305 264747 to book

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on:

Tuesday 14 May 2019 
Annual Council Meeting dates all at
NEW time of 7.00pm at Magna Housing 
Community Room, Martinstown.
Be sure to visit the Parish Council website:
www.martinstown-news.co.uk/the-parish-council

A reminder that our singing group meets on alternate Fridays in the church 
from 7 to 8.15 p.m. We’d be delighted to welcome new singers. 

May dates are the 10th & 24th.

If you’d like to know more, please contact Peter -  
(either 889077 or p_wilkinson@hotmail.com).
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Martine Light
Hair Design by

Mobile:  07799085247  •  Tel:  01305 889312
Email:  martine-light@hotmail.co.uk
Winterbourne Steepleton, Dorset

Mobile Hairdresser with over 30 years experience

Please support the PTFA and children of our local school, Winterbourne 
Valley First School by coming to join in the fun at our planned events:

A massive THANK YOU to all who supported our Easter Bingo at Martinstown Village Hall on 
Friday 29th March, whether you donated prizes or attended for a game!
Special thanks to Ced Moorcroft for his Bingo calling services!

Saturday 18th May in Martinstown:
REMEMBER to set the ducks a’quacking at the annual Duck Race.
Cheer on the ‘Fun Runners’ and enjoy the refreshments.

Saturday 29th June 11–2 pm at Winterbourne Valley CE VA First School:
BRING ON THE FUN at our Summer Fayre. Enjoy an ice cream and soak up the sun!

The PTFA of Winterbourne Valley CE VA First School is made up of all parents/ carers, 
teachers and friends of the school, including members of the local community. Our sole 
purpose is to raise funds to support the learning of our children.

THANK YOU to everyone who supports our events by donating or attending.

Last year, due to funds raised at PTFA events, we were able to donate £500 to each class, 
continue an annual subscription to an online learning tool and more!

The PTFA relies your continued support.

The PTFA needs the support of more parents/ carers.

The children need our continued support.
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Dorchester in America                                                                          by Terry Hearing

In April 1630 William Whiteway of Dorchester 
casually noted in his diary, ‘The beginning of this 
moneth, many of this towne went to plant in New 
England and among the rest mrs Sandford’.

In this brief sentence Whiteway recorded 
the real beginning of long-term settlement 
from England in Massachusetts Bay, and the 
establishment of an empire in America. That 
empire was to grow into thirteen colonies along 
a thousand-mile coastline. A hundred and fifty 
years later those colonies rebelled against rule 
from London and became the United States of 
America.

The ‘planting’ referred to was dangerous and 
primitive. In 1608 the expedition from London 
to settle in Virginia, 500 miles further south, 
warmer and more fertile, had very nearly failed 
as the colonists starved, sickened and died. The 
‘Pilgrim Fathers’who in 1620 established New 
Plymouth in the south of Massachusetts Bay, 
sought  to create a community where they could 
live according to their Puritan principles and 
they too suffered great hardship but survived. 
Their example enlivened others: in particular 
the Rector of Dorchester, John White.

John White had already worked a 
transformation in Dorchester. His powerful 
eloquence had persuaded the authorities to 
‘purify’ the town, repressing dissolute behaviour 
while creating public services for those in need. 
However, he was in constant conflict with the 
Established Church, 
and felt inspired by the 
idea of creating a godly 
community beyond the 
control of the Bishops. 
In the pulpit he urged 
the businessmen of 
Dorchester to invest 
their money in the 
Massachusetts Bay 
Company, which was 
created to set up godly 
communities on the east 
coast of America.

The first ship to sail in 
1630 with emigrants was 
the ‘Mary and John’ – 400 

tons and large for her time, but crowded with140 
passengers (including Mrs Sandford) and 50 crew, 
as well as a herd of cattle. After several weeks at 
sea they missed the intended landfall but settled 
for a desolate promontory with muddy creeks and 
salt marshes. Initially they put up tents and built 
wigwams, and ate rations brought from the ship. 

And they named their new town ‘Dorchester’.

They bought corn from the local Indians, and 
caught fish. Sickness spread rapidly and when 
they built log cabins there were several house 
fires. The first winter they were reduced to eating 
clams, mussels and nuts. A relief ship from 
England arrived just in time to prevent starvation.

It was a ‘godly’ community. Decisions were 
taken communally in a specially-built Meeting 
House, but it was not a liberal democracy. Strict 
religious and social rules were established, and 
dissent was not permitted. Occasionally there 
were expulsions, and a breakaway group headed 
west to the Connecticut river where they started 
yet another town called ‘Dorchester’, though this 
was soon changed to ‘Windsor’, possibly from 
Broadwindsor.

Meanwhile the first settlers cleared the 
wilderness and created open fields which were 
farmed communally. Small plots were developed 
around the new wooden houses. As more settlers 
arrived from England, similar settlements sprang 
up along the coast and inland – Weymouth, 
Sherborn and Wareham for example. Dorset had 

arrived in America!

Just to the north of Dorchester 
was the settlement that became 
Boston. It was more prosperous 
and grew to be the major city it is 
today. Dorchester became a suburb, 
flourishing at first, then in decay 
and now flourishing once more. 
Although part of Boston it maintains 
its historical independence. 
Connections between our 
Dorchester and theirs deserve to be 
strengthened. If you are holidaying 
in the area, drop in to the town 
museum and tell them where you 
live – you’ll be welcome!
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Dorset Police  –  Safer Neighbourhood Team
                       

V I L L A G E  H A L L 100 CLUB DRAW

MARCH 2019 
£25   Ian Shaw

£10   Jane Fishlock
£5   Joyce Clare

APRIL 2019
£25 Mrs D Honeybun

£10. Chris Roberts
£ 5 Julie Buckland 

Martinstown Draw Compton Valence Draw

Dorchester Rural Neighbour Hood Policing Team
Sgt 1824 Ged Want • PC 0229 Pete Moore • PCSO 6230 Dan Gent • PCSO 5410 Sarah Pilcher

To contact us please either:
tel: 999 – emergency    •     tel: 101 – non emergency number

email – Dorchester-Rural-NPT@Dorset.Police.uk

Recycling, Rubbish & Garden Waste Collection Dates 

MAY 2019

2nd (Thurs)  - rubbish and food
16th (Thurs)  - rubbish and food
30th (Thurs)  - rubbish and food

For more info contact: www.dorsetforyou.com/recycle

9th (Thurs)  - recycling and food
23rd (Thurs)  - recycling and food  

1st (Weds)  - garden waste                 15th (Weds)          - garden waste   
29th (Weds)  - garden waste

Meet your local Neighbourhood Policing Team 2018
at Martinstown Shop & Post Office 2nd Wed every month  •  11.00 -11.30

If you cannot make this but would still like to speak with us please contact: 
101 or email: Dorchester-rural-npt@dorset.pnn.police.uk

email: info@martinstown-news.co.uk
www.martinstown-news co.uk

...send us Y OUR news and views!



– 21 –– 20 –

CU
T O

U
T A

N
D

 K
EEP

W
ith thanks to M

ichael H
all for com

piling this Tim
etable



– 23 –– 22 –

Eco-friendly materials used

Experienced staff and fully insured

We clean - Ovens, Agas, Ranges, 
Hobs, Extractors, Microwaves, BBQs

We cover all of Dorset
www.cleanovendomestics.co.uk

Clean Ovens Domestic Ltd

Call Dave or April on –
08007076629 or mobile: 07563693145

Contact: Graham Herbert on 01305 889786 or 
email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk for more information.
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All aspects of Painting and Decorating, 
Interior and Exterior

30 years experience  •  FREE estimates

Tel: 01305 834713  •  Mobile: 07929 992201 
email: albion111@aol.com

GARY BILTCLIFFE
–  DECORATOR –

Tel: 01305 772096
Mobile: 07759 403805
johnstilesdesign@hotmail.com
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Mobile: 
07768 381166

GOLDCOMBE 
EQUESTRIAN
– D.I.Y. Livery –

enquiries@goldcombefarm.co.uk

Telephone: 
01305 880161

M A R T I N S T O W N

Assisted livery available

LITTLEWOOD LOGS
Call Hugo on: 07775 903226 or email: hugo@townhillfarm.net • www.littlewoodlogs.co.uk

Seasoned, 
barn stored 
and guaranteed 
dry logs.

Delivered FREE 
in dumpy bags.

There’s nothing like a roaring fire...
bag of kindling 

with first order!

FREE
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Rosemary Rogers Catering
Lower Muckleford Farm • Muckleford • DT2 9SW

T: 07788436797  •  E: Rosemarywdt2@gmail.com

Arrangement of 
hire of cutlery and 

crockery

Anything from a plate of sandwiches to a wedding buffet
Christening lunches/teas  •  Wedding celebrations

Funeral refreshments  •  Fill your freezer  •  Dinner parties  •  Office lunches 
Corporate entertainment  •  One pot wonders
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Contact: Chris Hudson-Cook 
T: 01305 839 087
M: 07881 535 262
E: chc50@hotmail.co.uk

Loft Conversions, Extensions, Kitchens, 
Velux/Skylight Windows, Roofing, Dry Lining, 
Tiling, Garden Decking/Fencing & Carpentry, 

Flood Damage Repairs

ING
Let me take the 

strain out of your 

Young, Strong Ex Forestry Worker, 
Offers Reliability and Competitive 
Rates: General & Heavy Garden
Work, Lawns, Strimming, Hedges 
and Odd Jobs

Ring Max Deller: 
01305 889296 or 07826 636153
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Matthew Lucas
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

A family business providing a dignified, 
professional and caring 24 hour service.

Pre-paid Funeral Plans available.

Members of the
National Association of Funeral Directors
Recommended by The Good Funeral Guide

Down House, Widcombe Street, 
Poundbury, DORCHESTER, DT1 3BS

T: 01305 753533
www.dorchesterfunerals.com
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JON JOHNSON 
Plumbing and Heating Services

Old Dairy, Park Farm, Martinstown
Tel: 01305 889157 • Mobile:07708 010528 

Email: jjpandh@sky.com

• Your friendly, local plumbing and heating engineer
• 30 years’ experience

• Reliable and competitive rates
• All aspects of plumbing and heating
• From small repairs, full installations

to general property maintenance

* Free quotations and advice *
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