
The Valley & Valence Parish Magazine for
Winterborne St. Martin  •  Winterbourne Steepleton  •  Winterbourne Abbas  •  Compton Valence

NOVEMBER 2021

H
ardy’s M

oonrise - by Alan Pearce

V&V Nov 21.indd   1V&V Nov 21.indd   1 18/10/2021   13:4518/10/2021   13:45



T E L :  0 1 3 0 5  8 8 9 3 6 1   •   W E B :  t h e b r e w e r s a r m s . c o m

A TRADITIONAL VILLAGE FREEHOUSE, RESTAURANT AND B&B

The Brewers ArmsThe Brewers Arms
M A R T I N S T O W N

“Welcome back - thank you for your patience. 
Let the good times begin ...again!”
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NEWS & ARTICLES FOR THE V&V PARISH MAGAZINE

It would be much appreciated if copy is supplied electronically as a text doc. (Microsoft 
Word etc.) with any accompanying images as JPEG files to the address BELOW.

ALL COPY MUST REACH ME BY 5pm on 15th (LATEST) OF THE PRECEDING MONTH

in order to be included in that issue.

T H E

M A G A Z I N E

ADVERTISING IN THE V&V PARISH MAGAZINE  •   Rates and Contact details

Current rates & specifications enquiries, and advertisement copy for each month’s issue to: 

Graham Herbert, 1 Cowleaze, Martinstown, DT2 9TD
Tel: 01305 889786 or email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk

The Valley & Valence 
Parish Magazine for

Winterborne St. Martin
Winterbourne Steepleton

Winterbourne Abbas
Compton Valence
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THOUGHTS
FROM THE 
DESK OF...
Rev. Jean
Saddington

Remembrance Sunday this year is on 14th November.  We will hold our 
services outside. as we did last year, at Martinstown, Winterbourne Abbas 
and Compton Valence (see service list for times).  It is important for people 
to remember our past as it roots us in who we are and what is important 
about our national identity.  Remembrance, however, is not just about the 
past.  In the Jewish tradition, at a festival such as Passover, the past is 
recalled, through the telling of a story, so that it may become real and alive 
in the present and be effective in encouraging and directing life the furure.  
The service of Remembrance Sunday should have within it those elements 
of recalling, reliving, reconciling, rededication and hope for the future.  It is 
in the element of reconciliation that we find the key to a future of hope.  Here 
is a story from the town of Khatyn in Belarus that speaks of such hope.

The people of Byelorussia (now Belarus) suffered intensely in the 2nd 
World War. As the Germans conquered, they followed a deliberate policy of 
extermination of the people.  In the event more than three-quarters of the 
population survived, but even so 2,230,000 people died.

In October 1987 the members of the Co-ordinating Committee of the 
Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Woman visted the site of Khatyn, 
one of the villages whose entire population had been exterminated.  Khatyn 
was a small village of 26 households (about the size of Compton Valence).  
On 22 March 1943 the life of Khatyn came to an end. A detachment of 
soldiers entered the villlage and drove all the inhabitants into a barn, to 
which they set fire.  When some of the people trapped inside tried to escape, 
they were mown down by machine-gun fire.  One hundred and forty-nine 
people were exterminated, among them seventy-five children.  Only one 
man survived.  Today a great number of memorials to remember those 
that perished stand in the villages that were destroyed, including a black 
memorial slab in Khatyn where the Eternal Flame burns.   The women from 
the Ecumenical Forum walked slowly round the village, stopping at three 
places to pray and sing and lay red carnations.  At the end the West German 
woman in the party stood before the Eternal Flame in tears.  She felt the 
guilt of the whole German nation.  It was the Russian woman who went to 
her, put her arms round her, and said, “Don’t cry; don’t blame yourself.  That 
is history.  What we must make sure of now is that I never happens again.  
We must work for peace.”

That same group of women now run a number of projects in Belarus for 
children who suffer as a result of the Chernobly nuclear diaster.

An extract from ‘Beyond the Tears’, written by Jean Mayland

I recently discovered that, around 25 years ago, some children from Belarus 
stayed in the Winterbourne Valley, along with their head teacher and his 
wife.  Many villagers offered them hospitality and they were overwhelmed 
by the kindness they received.  Belarus is a country that has suffered much.  
Their wounds run deep but the love and kindness of others may have gone 
some way to restoring their faith in humankind and given them hope of a 
better future.   

For many years there has been a tradition of remembering in our society.  
This is what God asks us to do, in remembrance of Christ and of those who 
gave as he gave for the sake of others. 

Yours in Christ, Jean
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The Parishes of The Winterbournes & Compton Valence

TEAM RECTOR
Rev’d Keith Magee  (07766 645136)

TEAM VICAR
Rev’d Jean Saddington (01305 889992) 
Available on: Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays 
On other days please contact one of the Church Wardens for all parish matters.

LICENSED LAY MINISTER
Allen Knott (01305 267217)                     

The Parish of the Winterbournes
There is a single Parochial Church Council for Martinstown, Steepleton and Abbas but each parish church retains its 
own local church committee.

Churchwardens   –               Dick Corbett-Winder (889410),  Ellie Sturrock (07980 089470),      
                                                         Joy Parsons (889611),  Roddy Kilpatrick (889238)
PCC Hon. Secretary   –   John Crawford  (01305 889377)
PCC Hon. Treasurer   –   Tom Webb  (01305 889097)

The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwarden & Treasurer   –   Jeremy Russell (01308 482227)
Churchwarden & Secretary   –   Peter Steel (01308 482782)
Dorchester and The Winterbournes Team Website: www.dorchesteranglican.info

Any of the above can be approached in the �rst instance for Baptism, Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit and they would welcome being told 
when anybody has been bereaved or is ill. They have answerphones for you to leave a message.
If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public prayer of the Church, we would be glad to do this as long as permission of the person 
involved is assured.

ASSOCIATE PRIEST
Rev’d Jo Lacy-Smith  (01305 889476)

Find us on Facebook 
Did you know that the 3 churches in the Winterbournes Parish are now on Facebook?  You can ‘like’ and 
‘follow’ for news and photos from St Michael’s, St Mary’s and St Martin’s. 

...is here to support individuals and families 
experiencing �nancial hardship is these 
di�cult times. We can o�er grants to help 
with everyday living expenses and some 
practical support.

We cover Martinstown, Winterborne Steepleton and Winterborne Abbas.

ALL ENQUIRES ARE CONFIDENTIAL.
Please contact Frances Cli�ord on 889400 or 07780441043  
or frances_clii�ord@hotmail.com 
...or Jan Gri�ths on 889738 or j.gri�ths127@btinternet.com 
...or Joy Parsons on 889611

TRUST
THE WINTERBOURNE
COMMUNITY 
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CHURCH SERVICES during...                                                 NOVEMBER 2021

   SUNDAY 7TH NOVEMBER    •    3RD BEFORE ADVENT
 10.00  Winterbourne Abbas – Holy Communion
 11.00  Winterbourne Steepleton – Holy Communion

   SUNDAY 14TH NOVEMBER    •    REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
 8.00  Martinstown – Holy Communion (BCP)
 9.30  Compton Valence – Remembrance Service
 10.00  Winterbourne Abbas – Remembrance Service
 10.55  Martinstown – Remembrance Service
   (assemble on the village green)

   SUNDAY 21ST NOVEMBER    •    CHRIST THE KING
 10.00  Winterbourne Abbas – Worship Together
 11.00  Martinstown – Holy Communion
 17.00  Martinstown – Church@Five

   SUNDAY 28TH NOVEMBER    •    1ST OF ADVENT
 11.00  Martinstown – Worship Together
 18.00  Martinstown – Darkness to Light

A service of Advent Carols and Readings 
St Martin’s Church, Martinstown 
Sunday, 28th November - 6 pm

The scout post is returning this year 
and I was wondering if you could 

please put a bit about it in the parish 
magazine. The dates are 5th till the 
19th December. The postbox, as usual 

will be in the village shop.
Leaflet to follow with further 

information.
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���������••����	••	• at 5pm
�����	���������	��•���	������•�
An informal service centred on worship, prayer and 
the bible. We will begin with light refreshments, 
followed by music led worship at 5.15.
All welcome!

THANK YOU from Abbas...
As most of you know by now Winterbourne 
Abbas had a wonderful fete in September.  I 
really enjoyed meeting people from Martinstown 
and areas further afield. It was just lovely. We 
had an enormous amount of help from the local 
community for which we will be forever grateful. 
In the end we raised £3093 which is twice as 
much than previous years and has set the church 
on a good financial footing for this year.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
our Sponsors, without whom we could not have 
raised so much money.

Winterbourne Abbas Tyre and Auto Services
Dorchester Collection – Car Sales, 
Winterbourne Abbas
Hearns son Roo�ng Ltd. Winterbourne Abbas
Brewers’ Arms, Martinstown
The Coach House Inn, Winterbourne Abbas

Many, many thanks - Jo Lacy-Smith

Christmas 2021 Advent 
Window Trail...
We are hoping to repeat the success of last year’s Advent Window 
Trail for 2021.  We already have fifteen slots taken but we need nine 
more window enthusiasts to take up the creative challenge.

If you would like to bring Christmas cheer to our community again 
whilst supporting two local charities for the homeless – the Lantern 
T then please pick up your phone and give me a Christmas bell.  

Give the gift of a smile to your friends and neighbours, and the gift 
of a hot meal and a warm bed to someone less fortunate.  I hope to 
hear from you soon.

Sally Webb - 01305 889097
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the Platinum Jubilee - 70 years of the Queen’s 
reign. (https://queensgreencanopy.org)

The planting will be a line of native broadleaf 
trees along the verge of the bridleway at 
Grove Hill bottom. It is organised by Green 
Martinstown. Because trees reduce climate 
change by absorbing CO2, as well as enjoying 
watching the trees flourish you can know we 
are doing our bit to help the planet!

A small group of volunteers, who had spent 
several Saturday mornings clearing the verge 
by the bus stop at Blagdon Close, were joined 
by a group of Beavers and their leaders on a 
very wet day to help plant hundreds of native 
bulbs and wild flower plants. Thanks you to 
all who worked so hard: we look forward to 
that area being full of colour next Spring and 
Summer and a much more attractive place for 
both people and insects. 

Any donations towards the 
cost of bulbs, seeds and 
plants can be made using 
this code or at the website 
(address below).

Martinstown is planting 
70 trees! All are welcome 

to join in the planting - families, friends, young 
& old - on Saturday 20th November 2021 at 11 
am and at 2 pm. The remaining trees (if any) 
will be planted on Sunday 21st November at 
1.30 pm. Unless the weather is very unkind 
(in which case we will put any changes on 
the website www.greenmartinstown.org.uk), 
planting  will go ahead come rain or shine, so 
please dress appropriately and, if you have 
one, bring a spade & trowel. Please walk (not 
drive) to Grove Hill Bottom – 15 minutes walk 
up the bridleway opposite the Church and 
follow the signs. 

Huge thanks to all who have donated and 
for your enthusiasm.  If there is a particular 
tree you would like to plant yourself, please 
make sure you have told Deborah in advance 
(889433).

The 70 trees will be planted as part of the 
Queens Green Canopy, which is to celebrate 

If you would like to join us, can offer help, or have relevant expertise or contacts, please email us at  
greenmartinstown@gmail.com
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It was great to see so many people at 
the Fish & Chip Supper and Quiz on 
the 27th September. After 18 months 
without Valley Club events it proved 
to be a popular evening and there 
was a real ‘buzz’ in the village hall 
as everyone enjoyed a welcome-back 
glass of wine and tucked in to their 
fish & chips. Many thanks to Eileen for 
ordering and arranging delivery of the 
fish & chips.

This was followed by a light-hearted 
quiz organised by Richard & Lynne, with 
the winning team being ‘The Crackpot 
Crew (without Stu)’.  

Our next event will be on Friday •� 
 ��

� 
�€

�
���

� 3rd December at 8.00pm when we will 
have our Christmas Social. With mulled 
wine, mince pies and entertainment by the 
talented Winterbourne Singers, the Ukulele 
group(MUGS) and recorders. This is always a 
fun evening and will get you in the mood for 
Christmas, so do come along. Non-members 
are also welcome to attend. 

We are still looking for more committee 
members. Welcome to Barbara Pearson, who 
has recently joined us, but we still need at 
least two others. If you are interested, please 
speak to any member of the committee.

Pat Willetts   -   Tel. 568458

The Ever-Flowing Stream Problem by Stuart Nuttall
It’s been a problem, on my mind for some 
while now and I thought it only fair to share 
it with you, shared and halved and all that 
adage... And you never know, you may have 
the same problem.

It’s just that I have this issue with time. 
Yes time, that thing that’s all around us 
constraining everything we do. The one thing 
we never can have enough of.

For years I wondered why it only went in one 
direction, there is no reason for that as far as I 
can see, although you Physicists will mumble 
on about entropy. It sems manifestly unfair 
that I can’t step back or at least halt time just 
so I can see that Derbyshire Dale, with my 
friends, for some time longer. But I can’t and I 
have reluctantly come to terms with that.

                             But no, my real problem with  
                             time and which properly   
                                     brasses me off, is 
                                         that it’s speeding up.       
                                         Now that is unfair.  

                                               Very.

You see just three weeks ago, or so it feels, I 
was forty-four and now I’m not. OK I’ll admit 
it, I’m seventy-four. How can that possibly 
be? Thirty years have gone in the space of 
three weeks. Is that fair?

I remember as a child, time seemed to move 
at a reasonable pace, sped up a bit during 
my teenage years, second gear through my 
thirties and then full throttle since then, like 
a car out of control and shortly about to hit 
the brick wall.

I have tried strategies, sleep more, sleep 
less, read more, read less but none work.  
One that did work for a short while was 
to watch Strictly Come Dancing but I then 
became afraid I had actually hit the brick 
wall!

I wonder if we should form a group, the 
Martinstown Slow Down Time Society, a sort 
of metaphysical Green Martinstown, to take 
action now before it’s too late

So, what is the answer, do you have one? 
I do so hope you do, please write to me, 
quickly of course, say within the next ten 
minutes.
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Remembrance
Sunday

14th November 2021
10.55am (prompt start) - Martinstown Village Green

10am – Winterbourne Abbas Church

11am – Compton Valence Church

�e Remembrance Sunday services 
will all be held outside.
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Martinstown Village Hall  •  Saturday, 20 November   •   10-12 noon
Please come along and enjoy coffee and cake with friends whilst raising money for the 
Lantern Trust and the Dorset Bus Shelter Project, both charities help the homeless of 
Weymouth and Dorchester.

�%�U�L�Q�J���	���%�X�\�����^���5�H�I�U�H�V�K�P�H�Q�W�V�����^�����&�D�N�H�V�����^�����5�D�I�Ä�H�����^�����&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V��
Stall  •  Guess the Weight of the Christmas Cake  •  Hoopla stall 
and other games

12

Martinstown Women’s Institute
The speaker at our October meeting was Hilary Green. The title of her 
talk was “Births, Marriages and Deaths” – not human, as we had all 
expected, but animals, as she entertained us with her experiences as a vet 
(particularly assisting at  the births of calves).

At the Gardening Club we discussed and compiled a list of plants and 
shrubs that will provide colour in the garden throughout the year. We held 
a plant swap so that everyone went home with a new perennial for their 
garden.  Please note the next Garden Club meeting will be on Monday 8th 
November at 3.30 pm.

At our next WI meeting on Wednesday 10th November at 7 pm we will be 
having a talk on Spinning Wool from Penne Blogg.

Angela Barrett  -  Secretary

T H I S  M O N T H ’ S  N E W S  F R O M

• ‚     � ƒ � � � �    
100 CLUB DRAW

OCTOBER 2021
£25 - Sally Webb

£10 - Martin Usherwood
£5 - Gerald Duke

Please donate items for stalls and prizes to Sally Webb at Old Brewery House, Martinstown.  
Tel: 01305 889097

Christmas 
Coffee Morning 

Bring & Buy
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This will be the last of the rendezvous stories, 
some of you will be very pleased about that! 

Lost and Found

The highly manicured lawns either side of the gravel 
drive which led to the imposing house spoke of money. 
The triple garage housed a Jaguar F type, an Audi and 
a classic car of some vintage or other.

On the gravel was parked a Porche Cayenne and a 
strikingly beautiful woman was climbing out of it. 
Her long legs swung effortlessly onto the gravel. 
She pushed the car door closed and began walking, 
perhaps even gliding, towards the front entrance. Hard 
to say how old she was, early forties perhaps, but 
don’t concern yourself, we will discover her age soon 
enough! 

The owners of the house Bryan and Alison Dearing 
were looking out, alerted to the arrival of the car 
and the woman, by the dogs barking. They weren’t 
expecting visitors, but Bryan was opening the door 
to this stranger before she had time to ring the bell.  
Despite his 70+ years he still had eyes for a pretty face.

The beautiful woman was smiling, a confident smile, a 
warm and friendly smile.

“Hi, You must be Mr. Dearing, my name is Catherine 
Blake” and she proffered her hand.

He took it lightly, “Yes that’s me, but how can I help”. 
In the back of his mind he was thinking high class 
scam, he was confused, charmed and wary in equal 
measure.

Fortunately, Alison was behind him and she had no 
such weaknesses.

“How can we help you” she demanded “We aren’t used 
to strangers arriving unannounced”

Catherine smiled even more and gave a little laugh, 
“That’s not what I have heard, but I would like to 
explain”.

Alison’s arms were firmly crossed, “Well explain then” 
she wasn’t smiling.

Catherine’s smile was still there, “It’s a bit more 
complicated than you might think, I really need to 
come in and talk to you”.

Alison looked at her, “We don’t buy from the doorstep 
and we don’t have strangers in the house, we have 
never met you before, so sorry you can’t come in”.

Bryan was looking less sure, but he wasn’t going to 
argue with Alison. He had done it once before in their 
marriage and it hadn’t ended well for him.

Catherine was STILL smiling “I understand your 
reticence, but I am not selling anything and actually 
we have met before. Really we have, some years ago.  
I know you won’t recognise me”.

They looked at her then, seeking some familiarity, 
before Alison spoke. She had a sixth sense already 
that something momentous was about to happen.

“You had better come in”

They were sat around the breakfast bar, cups of tea in 
hand before anyone spoke again.

Bryan was looking at her quizzically “You say we have 
met before, when was that roughly”?

Her lovely blue eyes peered back at him over the 
tea cup, “Nothing roughly about it, it was exactly �fty 
years ago, tomorrow.”

“Rubbish” stuttered Bryan, “you’re not fifty years 
old…” but his protestation died in the air as he looked 
at his wife.

Alison’s face was drained of colour, tears were falling 
down both cheeks, and then he too, understood.

They stood then this trio, hugging and crying, tears of 
joy and sorrow, unable to speak.

Eventually through his tears Bryan was asking, “But 
how did you �nd us after all this time”

“I have money and so these things are possible. Could 
you tell me how it happened?”

So Alison did, through her tears, she explained how 
she and Bryan had been returning from her mothers 
house, that February evening around six o’clock, 
very cold she remembered and a clear sky. Nestled 
in close together they were walking past the church 
when Alison heard what sounded like a cry. Bryan 
thought she had imagined it but there it was again, 
more insistent this time, definitely a cry and coming 
from the church.

Rendezvous 5...�                                                                  Stuart Nuttall

Continued on p16
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The MILEATERS out and about...
...Annual Away Days in Minehead  -  Tony Seigal

„„„�•�••��••�„�…�	„•������
...send us YOUR news and views!

Two Martinstonian dogs and their nineteen mile-eating 
companions enjoyed three days of sunshine and clear 
September skies at the North�eld Hotel located in the 
quiet and charming outskirts of Minehead, on the edge 
of Exmoor. We enjoyed the beautiful garden and terrace 
and the braver of us made good use of the indoor pool 
and the temperamental jacuzzi.  But of course we were 
there primarily for the walking.

Our thanks must go to whoever we believe organised 
the weather and all the more to Nick whom we know 
devised and led the walks. This year he had to do that 
without face to face knowledge of the area relying on 
his skill and perseverance. Nick created walks that 
were varied, taking in woods, dramatic cliff views, 

open countryside. They included Dunster, Selworthy 
Beacon and Selworthy village, and the remnants of 
Burgundy chapel just (deeply) off the coastal path.  
As we have come to expect, he built in �exibility to 
cater for different needs and capacities; and as 
always he led with quiet authority and good humour.  

An unusual addition to a Mileaters’ holiday, afternoon 
hotel tea, was appreciated. Even those initially 
sceptical were seen tucking into the scones and 
cake. And it afforded the opportunity to celebrate 
Louisa’s birthday. She seems to be making a habit 
of having her birthday in September, the traditional 
month for these annual excursions.
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Regular Group Meetings

Chairperson – Jan Grif�ths 01305 889738
Bookings - Ann Matthews -  01305 889248 
or email ronann.matthews@btinternet.com

Baby & Toddler Group 10 – 12 noon Lauren Whittal l- 07733362798
     Louisa Shephard -07585622699

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts 5:30 – 7:30 pm Sue Gower – 01305 889388

Monday Meeting  2:00 – 3:00 pm Anne Tate – 01305 889506

WI Garden Club  3:30 – 4:30 pm Anne Tate – 01305 889506
(1st Monday in month) 

Valley Club   7:45 – 10 pm Pat Willets – 01305 568458
(3rd Monday in month)

Botanical Art   9:30 – 12:30 pm Pat Allen – 01308 862063
(term times only)

Sequence Dance Group 2:30 – 4:40 pm Ann Matthews  - 01305 889248

Badminton  7:30 – 9:30 pm Juliet Rose - 07969292973

  
Chair Based Exercise  10:30 – 11:30 am Suzanne Fellowes-Joyce - 01308 281882

W.I.    6:45 – 9:00 pm Rosie Duke – 01305 889555
(2nd Wednesday in month) 

Beginners’ Dance  8:00 – 10:00 pm Ann Matthews -  01305 889248

Poundbury Art Group 10:00 – 1:00 pm Teresa Blades – 01305 889947
Sequence Dance Group 2:30 – 4:30 pm Ann Matthews -  01305 889248

Yoga   6:00 – 7:30 pm Gemma O’Beirne - 07821593314

Keep Fit class  10:15 – 11:45 am Suzanne Fellowes-Joyce - 01308 281882
Bingo (every other Friday) 7:00 – 9:30 pm Ann Matthews -  01305 889248

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
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In shops late November/early December  

Come to the book 
launch, meet the 
author and buy a 
signed copy of the 
book for £5 (retail 
price £5.95)

Martinstown 
Village Hall

Friday 
19 November 
@ 4.30
Light refreshments

The Adventures of an Elderly 
Gentleman and Other Stories 
by Nigel Power

Dog Attack...
I would like to thank my wonderful friends and neighbours in the 
village, for their care, concern and support, following the attack by 
a Staffie on my little dog Lulu. This happened in the field by Four 
Acres, on 17th September. The Staffie charged towards her and 
gripped her in its teeth and wouldn’t let go, despite me hitting it on 
the head. The owner eventually appeared and managed to prise 
its jaws apart. Lulu fell to the floor in total shock and bleeding from 
several puncture wounds on her stomach and legs.

A neighbour very kindly gave me a lift to the vets, where they kept 
Lulu in for the afternoon to ascertain her injuries. They secured 
the wounds with staples and thankfully the damaged was not as 
severe as it could have been.

She was totally traumatised for several days, not eating and 
hardly moving. After five days she started to wag her tail when 
visitors came to visit her, and then I knew she was on the mend.  

Thankfully she has recovered physically, but who knows what mental scars it has left. She is an intelligent 
dog, so will be very cautious of other dogs for quite a while. I was also extremely shaken by the occurrence 
and when I closed my eyes, I replayed the event hearing her cries of pain, unable to help her. The owner of 
the Staffie accepted responsibility and has since paid all the vet’s bills. 

Once again, my gratitude to all concerned – you know who you are.

Lynne Axford

Continued from p13

And that’s when they found her, this tiny crying 
bundle, hours old, wrapped in a blanket. 

“We just ran back to mothers with you”.

“We only had you for a few hours, before the 
police came and took you away. We didn’t hear 
anymore for months and then we heard you had 
been adopted”.

“And that was it until now”.

Catherine face was a mascara camouflage, 
“Have you got children of your own” she asked.

They both shook their heads, “Wanted them but 
it never happened” said Bryan “Ironic isn’t it”.

Catherine held both their hands in hers and 
looked at them, smiling a teary smile

“Well then, you’ll just have to make do with me”!

by Stuart Nuttall.
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Winterborne St Martin Parish Council  - NEWS              November 2021

A big thank you to all of Martinstown for your help 
in completing the Parish Council feedback survey.  

We will work with you over the coming months to 
address the issues you have highlighted of most 
concern. 

The survey results and report can be found in full 
on the PC website, but in the meantime, here are 
just a few highlights: 
• Head and shoulders above other options the 
favourite location of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
tree was the Village Green
• The proposal to incorporate the McDonalds site 
into the Parish was not well supported
• On village maintenance the most popular 
improvements needed were footpath & bridleway 
maintenance, stream clearance and grass verge 
cutting
• On soft traf�c calming Community Speed Watch, 
relocation and improvement to village boundary 
signs and keeping stream verges short to give a 
sense of place were the best supported
• There was very clear support for the Council’s 
current policy objecting to new home applications 
until the sewage issue is resolved. You also 
indicated that affordable homes were important 
and that whilst development on brown�eld sites 

should be supported development on green�eld 
sites should not
• Looking at the performance of the Parish 
Council you indicated that improvement was 
needed in many areas, but you particularly 
indicated low con�dence in our ability to spend 
funds wisely, work effectively with Dorset Council 
in maintaining the village and have a clear 
strategy for the village

This is just a taster there is much more in the full 
survey report and of course there are many of 
your own ideas and thoughts which we will also 
be reflecting upon.

Again, thank you for your feedback
Cllrs Daw, Delafield and Follett.

The list of PC meetings is on the PC website and 
Notice board in the Bus stop along with Councillor 
contact details. The next PC meeting is to be held 
on 28th October venue to be decided.

To contact the Council - E-mail: clerk@
winterbornestmartin-pc.gov.uk

Or speak to any of the Councillors in your usual 
way contact numbers are on the PC website.
Website: www.winterbornestmartin-pc.gov.uk

It’s been a long 18 months without being able to 
sing as a group, but, barring any reimposition 
of restrictions, it finally looks as though we are 
now allowed to make music together. So the 
Winterbourne Singers will once again be coming 
together fortnightly on a Friday evening in St. 
Martin’s church from 7 to 8.15 p.m. to sing music 
of many different kinds, both sacred and secular, 
principally just for the enjoyment of it. There’s no 
doubt that a session of singing can really lift your 

spirits and after what we’ve all been through, 
everyone needs that.

Singers are invited to donate £1 each session 
towards church overheads, but music is 
provided. It probably helps if you can read music 
a little, but that’s certainly not essential – other 
singers will help you along – and there’s no 
audition to get through!

Our initial meeting dates are 10th & 24th 
September, then continuing fortnightly up to 
Christmas. 

If you’d like to join us, please contact Peter 
Wilkinson - either email to: 
p_wilkinson@hotmail.com or phone 889077.
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Recycling, Rubbish & Garden Waste Collection Dates 

NOVEMBER 2021

4th (Thursday)  - recycling and food 
18th (Thursday)  - recycling and food

For more information contact: www.dorsetforyou.com/recycle

11th (Thursday)  - rubbish and food
25th (Thursday)  - rubbish and food

10th (Weds)                - garden waste                     24th (Weds)                - garden waste                      

– USEFUL CONTACT ADDRESSES & PHONE NUMBERS –
West Dorset General Hospital
Williams Avenue, Dorchester, DT1 2JY
Tel: 01305 251150 • www.dch.org

Dorset Police
Emergency: 999 • Non-emergency: 101
www.dorset.police.uk

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service 
Emergency: 999 • Non-emergency: 01722 691000

Dorset ‘Out of Hours’ Medical Service
Tel: 0845 600 1013

Bus Timetables
Tel: First 0333 014 3490 •  www.�rstgroup.com

Train Timetables
Tel: South Western Railway 0345 6000 650
Web: www.southwesternrailway.com

Electricity Emergencies
Tel: 0800 072 7282

TO REPORT A POWERCUT
Tel: FREEFONE 105
www.powercut105.com

Gas Emergencies
Tel: 0800 111999

Drains/Water Emergencies
Tel: 0845 7300600

Flooding Enquiries
Local Flood Warden (S.Slade) Tel: 01305 889411
Environmental Agency Tel: 0800 807060

RSPCA West Dorset Branch
PO BOX 5460, Weymouth, DT3 6WH  
Tel: 01305 259672 • www.westdorsetrspca.org

Age UK Dorchester
4 Prince of Wales Road, DORCHESTER  DT1 1PW
Tel: 01305 269444 • www.ageuk.org.uk

Plaza Cinema 
Trinity Street, Dorchester, DT1 1TT
Tel: 01305 262488
www.plazadorchester.com

Dorchester Odeon Cinema
Filmline: 0871 22 44 007
www.odeon.co.uk

FRIDAY NIGHT

BINGO
...it’s back!

Every fortnight from 
17th September at the Village Hall

Eyes down 7.30pm
ALL GOOD FOOD PRIZES TO BE WON!
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JON JOHNSON 
Plumbing and Heating Services

Old Dairy, Park Farm, Martinstown
Tel: 01305 889157 • Mobile:07708 010528 

Email: jjpandh@sky.com

• Your friendly, local plumbing and heating engineer
• 30 years’ experience

• Reliable and competitive rates
• All aspects of plumbing and heating
• From small repairs, full installations

to general property maintenance

* Free quotations and advice *
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