
The Valley & Valence Parish Magazine for
Winterborne St. Martin  •  Winterbourne Steepleton  •  Winterbourne Abbas  •  Compton Valence

OCTOBER 2021

St.M
ichael’s Church - by Peter N

orbury

V&V Oct 21 to print.indd   1V&V Oct 21 to print.indd   1 17/09/2021   19:4917/09/2021   19:49



T E L :  0 1 3 0 5  8 8 9 3 6 1   •   W E B :  t h e b r e w e r s a r m s . c o m

A TRADITIONAL VILLAGE FREEHOUSE, RESTAURANT AND B&B

The Brewers ArmsThe Brewers Arms
M A R T I N S T O W N

“Welcome back - thank you for your patience. 
Let the good times begin ...again!”
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NEWS & ARTICLES FOR THE V&V PARISH MAGAZINE

It would be much appreciated if copy is supplied electronically as a text doc. (Microsoft 
Word etc.) with any accompanying images as JPEG files to the address BELOW.

ALL COPY MUST REACH ME BY 5pm on 15th (LATEST) OF THE PRECEDING MONTH
in order to be included in that issue.

T H E

M A G A Z I N E

ADVERTISING IN THE V&V PARISH MAGAZINE  •   Rates and Contact details

Current rates & specifications enquiries, and advertisement copy for each month’s issue to: 

Graham Herbert, 1 Cowleaze, Martinstown, DT2 9TD
Tel: 01305 889786 or email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk

The Valley & Valence 
Parish Magazine for

Winterborne St. Martin
Winterbourne Steepleton

Winterbourne Abbas
Compton Valence

OCTOBER 2021

V V& WE WANT YOUR PHOTOS!
Would you like the chance to see a photo taken by YOU 
on the front cover?

Email your photo to me at: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk 
make it relevant to the area in some way, let me know the 
title (or where it is) and put something like “photo for front 
cover” as the subject of the email.

One photo will be chosen each month to be on the front 
cover of this magazine - it could be yours!

stillv
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THOUGHTS
FROM THE 
DESK OF.. .
Rev. Jean
Saddington

My maternal Grandfather used to say that bread is the ‘staff of life’.  He 
died when I was very young but even as a child I think I always knew 
that he was talking about bread being a ‘staple’ – a food that so long 
as it’s available we are able to live.   My Grandfather came from a 
fairly well off family of saddlers so I doubt that they were ever without 
bread on the table but he would have acknowledged, as a Christian, 
that there were many for whom that was not the case and also that we 
weren’t just talking about physical hunger but spiritual hunger too, not 
just physical bread but Jesus, the bread of life.  My Grandfather would 
have known his bible well and the many references to bread (the word 
bread appears 271 times in the bible – 83 of which are in the New 
Testament) and he would have understood bread as a metaphor for the 
life-giving grace of God.

There is something about food, about being fed, about eating with one 
another, that is deeply spiritual. Sadly, because of COVID, there is no 
Parish Harvest Supper again this year but when were able to have our 
Harvest Suppers we celebrated being together, being a community, 
being a family under God, being friends with one another.   Our friends 
and neighbours prepared the food and served it.  Theirs, yours, is an 
act of love towards each one of us and for that we can be thankful.

But even as we are being fed, both spiritually and physically, we know 
there are many others in this country and around the world who will 
go hungry today. That is why, at Harvest time in particular, we offer 
some of our food, some of our money and some of our time to help feed 
others.  For us the harvest is plentiful and so we can be generous in 
our giving. 

As we celebrate our Harvest Festivals let us give thanks to God for the 
simple things that sustain us – the love of our family, friendships, God’s 
beautiful creation, bread – the staff of life and God’s unconditional love 
given for us in his son Jesus Christ our Lord – the bread of life.

September Harvest services are on 26th September

10am at Winterbourne Abbas

11am at Martinstown

October Harvest services are on 10th October 

9.30am at Compton Valence at 9.30 am 

11am at Winterbourne Steepleton.

Come and celebrate with us.
Donations for the Food Bank can be left in any of our four churches.

Yours in Christ, Jean
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The Parishes of The Winterbournes & Compton Valence

TEAM RECTOR
Rev’d Keith Magee  (07766 645136)

TEAM VICAR
Rev’d Jean Saddington (01305 889992) 
Available on: Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays	
On other days please contact one of the Church Wardens for all parish matters.

LICENSED LAY MINISTER
Allen Knott (01305 267217)                     

The Parish of the Winterbournes
There is a single Parochial Church Council for Martinstown, Steepleton and Abbas but each parish church retains its 
own local church committee.

Churchwardens   –               Dick Corbett-Winder (889410),  Ellie Sturrock (07980 089470),      
                                                         Joy Parsons (889611),  Roddy Kilpatrick (889238)
PCC Hon. Secretary 	 –   John Crawford  (01305 889377)
PCC Hon. Treasurer 	 –   Tom Webb  (01305 889097)

The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwarden & Treasurer   –   Jeremy Russell (01308 482227)
Churchwarden & Secretary   –   Peter Steel (01308 482782)
Dorchester and The Winterbournes Team Website: www.dorchesteranglican.info

Any of the above can be approached in the first instance for Baptism, Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit and they would welcome being told 
when anybody has been bereaved or is ill. They have answerphones for you to leave a message.
If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public prayer of the Church, we would be glad to do this as long as permission of the person 
involved is assured.

ASSOCIATE PRIEST
Rev’d Jo Lacy-Smith  (01305 889476)

Find us on Facebook 
Did you know that the 3 churches in the Winterbournes Parish are now on Facebook?  You can ‘like’ and 
‘follow’ for news and photos from St Michael’s, St Mary’s and St Martin’s. 

...is here to support individuals and families 
experiencing financial hardship is these 
difficult times. We can offer grants to help with 
everyday living expenses and some practical 
support.
We cover Martinstown, Winterborne 
Steepleton and Winterborne Abbas.

ALL ENQUIRES ARE CONFIDENTIAL.
Please contact Frances Clifford 
on 889400 or 07780441043  
or frances_cliifford@hotmail.com 
...or Jan Griffiths on 889738 or 
j.griffiths127@btinternet.com 
...or Joy Parsons on 889611

TRUST
THE WINTERBOURNE
COMMUNITY 

The Winterbourne Community Trust 
Annual Meeting, postponed from 
September, will now be held on 

Sunday 10th October at 6pm in the 
Village Hall.  All are welcome.
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CHURCH SERVICES during...                                                      OCTOBER 2021

SUNDAY 3RD OCTOBER - 18TH AFTER TRINITY
	 10.00		  Winterbourne Abbas – Holy Communion
	 11.00		  Martinstown – Holy Communion

SUNDAY 10TH OCTOBER - 19TH AFTER TRINITY
	 8.00		  Martinstown – Holy Communion (BCP)
	 9.30		  Compton Valence – Harvest Praise
	 11.00		  Winterbourne Steepleton – Harvest Praise

SUNDAY 17TH OCTOBER - 20TH AFTER TRINITY
	 10.00		  Winterbourne Abbas – Worship Together
	 11.00		  Martinstown – Holy Communion
	 17.00		  Martinstown – Church@Five

SUNDAY 24TH OCTOBER - BIBLE SUNDAY
	 11.00		  Martinstown – Worship Together

SUNDAY 31ST OCTOBER - ALL SAINTS’ DAY
	 11.00		  Martinstown – Matins

Roger Berry... 
Jean and family would like to say a big thank you for the wonderful amount of love and sympathy 
they have received for Roger’s death, and also for all the good wishes to Jean for her birthday.

What a lovely village we live in!

RIDE AND STRIDE 2021
A big thank-you to everyone who sponsored me 
for this year’s Ride and Stride on Saturday 11th 
September in support of the Dorset Historic 
Churches Trust, the charity that makes grants 
to help with the upkeep costs of our parish 
churches. You generously donated a tremendous 

total of £620 which is a considerable improvement on last year. Half of this amount comes back to the 
Parish and the other half plus all the GiftAid goes to the Trust, for grant-making to any church in the county. 
Thank you also to those who welcomed to our churches the Riders and Striders from other parishes; a 
friendly welcoming face and offer of a drink makes such a difference to the tired, footsore and thirsty!  

This year I walked around all 6 of the Dorchester churches then on to Stinsford, West Stafford (for lunch 
and a pint), West Knighton, Broadmayne, Whitcombe and Winterbourne Came; a distance of about 13 miles. 
The weather was ideal – warm, breezy and dry – and along the way I met many others doing the same 
thing, both on foot and on wheels. Anyone for a stroll with me next year?

John Crawford 
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The Churches of the 
Winterbournes and 
Compton Valence
This year our Harvest Festival giving will be 
to the local Food Banks.  If you wish to give 
you can leave your donations in any of our four 
churches.  Below is a list of items they need 
(and some they don’t need!)

WE NEED:
	 • Peanut butter/marmite
	 • Meat or fish paste
	 • Tomato ketchup/Mayonnaise/Salad cream
	 • Cooking oil
	 • Milkshake powder
	 • Instant hot chocolate
	 • Shaving foam
	 • Shampoo and conditioner
	 • Shower gel
	 • Deodorant
	 • Toothbrushes and toothpaste
	 • Washing powder
	 • Washing up liquid
	 • Toilet rolls

WE CURRENTLY DO NOT NEED:
	 •  Baked Beans  
	 •  Tinned Soup  
	 •  Pasta  
	 • Tinned Fish  
	 • Tea Bags

Many thanks for your continued support.

Sunday 17th October at 5pm
St Martin’s Church, Martinstown
An informal service centred on worship, prayer and 
the bible. We will begin with light refreshments, 
followed by music led worship at 5.15.
All welcome!

A D VA N C E  N O T I C E 

Remembrance Sunday
10.55 am (prompt start) 
14th November 2021 

Martinstown Village Green 

The Remembrance Sunday service 
will again be held on the village 

green (weather permitting).  
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After a reduced 2020 season we returned in 2021 
with a full season of games across all formats.

It was certainly worth the wait with the club 
achieving one of its best achievements.

Leading the way was the club’s First Team who 
finished third in the competitive Dorset Premier 
League, their best ever position. On the way the 
team won games against top opposition and up 
until the last game of the season remained in 
contention for the title. In their final game they hit 
an astonishing 436 runs – a club record.

Meanwhile our Second and Evening teams put in 
robust performances in their respective leagues.

Equally it was wonderful to see youth cricket 
returning to the ground.

For the early years there were the All Stars and 
Dynamo programmes, attracting both girls and 
boys whilst the under 15s managed an undefeated 
season, with cup success for both the under 13s 
and under 11s.

Our youngsters again featured heavily in the adult 
teams, with often at least eight of the first team 

Martinstown Cricket  -  2021 Season
comprising of home-grown talent. There was 
further representation at county level..

The club will be looking at running a winter 
programme once again, including the successful 
Youth Academy.  If you are interested then please 
visit our website or email therealmcc@hotmail.
co.uk.

Our usual thanks of course for the support 
and dedication of the whole team of coaches, 
managers, ground staff and committee members 
– we cannot thank them enough for their support 
and encouragement. 

Finally, and on a personal note I will not be re- 
standing for Chairmanship at the next AGM. 

I would like to thank everyone who has supported 
the club over the last five years of my tenure. It 
has been a rewarding experience and I am sure 
everything is in place for the club to continue to 
prosper.

David Gargrave - Chairman

Margaret Hearing is still a girl at 
heart despite what the calendar 
might suggest.

Having lived in Hardy Close for 
well over fifty years and with an 
enviable garden and enormous 
knowledge and experience she 
appears to have almost any plant 
you can think of. But one addition 
to it she lacked and always wanted 
was a swing. She had envied her 
sisters garden swing for many 
years and always enjoyed it when 
she visited her.

However, having one herself? 
Where would it go? A structure 
would spoil the garden.

But what about the apple tree, 

Is Margaret the ‘Oldest Swinger’ in Martinstown’s?                 by S.N.
planted by Terry and Margaret 
some forty years ago and with 
wide spreading branches, that 
surely would support her weight 
and be an ideal location without 
too much impact.

And so with a bit of spare wood, a 
couple of shackles and redundant 
rope it appeared, as if by magic. 
Since then it’s been tested by 
far heavier folk than Margaret. 
The tree is known to let out the 
occasional groan when it sees 
a heavyweight approaching but 
it’s strong limbs never make 
a murmur when Margaret is 
swinging.

Well done Margaret, still swinging 
at **?
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Trees absorb CO2, which helps to combat 
climate change, so as well as watching your tree 
flourish you can know that you’re doing your bit 
to help the planet!

And you may have noticed that the verges by 
the bus stop at Blagdon Close have had a major 
haircut and tidy up. This has been in preparation 
for a seating area and WILD FLOWER planting, 
all part of the Green Martinstown project. So if 
you see people working there over the next few 
weekends, come and see what’s going on – you 
could maybe even offer to lend a hand!

TREE PLANTING in Martinstown will 
be starting soon and we’re inviting you to be 
involved. We’re aiming to plant 70 native broad 
leaf trees at Grove Hill Bottom. This will be 
a part of the Queen’s Green Canopy (www.
queensgreencanopy.org), to celebrate her 
Platinum Jubilee. You can come along to plant 
a tree (keep an eye open for the date later this 
year); and you can also donate £10 for one 
through the Green Martinstown website. If you 
would like a tree to be in memory of a loved 
one, or to mark a special occasion, then please 
contact Deborah Daw (889433).

We are Green Martinstown and we would love you to be part of it. If you care about any of 
the following, know that we do too.

Waste & recycling. Aluminium and TetraPac collection; community composting.

Tree planting. Identifying and clearing sites; inviting contributions of £10 to 
enable a tree to be planted.

The Winterbourne. Care and management of the stream.

Local transport. Need for a bus service; cycle path improvement.

Energy. Investigating the possibility of solar power for the village.

Sharing resources. Making equipment available for others to borrow.

Wildflower areas. Clearing, seed sowing and planting.

Telephone box. re-purposing for community use.

If you would like to join us, can offer help, or have relevant expertise or contacts, please email us at  
greenmartinstown@gmail.com
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Thank you to the organising committee for 
a most enjoyable Village Show in August. 
Although it was a ‘scaled down’ version 
there were many wonderful entries.  
Congratulations to Jill Pearce for her 
Fuchsia which won first prize in the Valley 
Club category.

Several Valley Club members had a 
very interesting visit to Keyneston Mill 
gardens near Blandford on Tuesday 
14th September. The gardens cover 
many acres and are planted in sections 
depending on their scent.  The plants are 
grown for their oils which are used in 
perfumes which are made at Keyneston. 
Originally an orchard, the present owners VA

LL
EY

 CL
UB

 NE
WS bought it in 2016 and began planting in 2017. 

A range of perfumes are sold in the shop/cafe. 
Many thanks to Eileen for arranging this trip.

We hope you all enjoyed the Fish & Chip Supper 
which is always very popular.	

Our next event will be on Monday 18th October 
at 8.00pm when Colin Varndell will give a 
presentation on “The Hedgehog Predicament”. 
He will cover the natural history of the 
hedgehog, its decline and the reasons for it. He 
will also tell us what we can do as individuals 
to help hedgehogs. Non-members are always 
welcome to attend the talks. 

Pat Willetts   -   Tel. 568458

Martinstown Telephone Box...
A small group 
of residents 
is looking at 
possibilities for 
re-purposing our 
village telephone 
box. This is 
likely to involve 
installing some 
shelving.

In order to 
disguise these 
internal fittings 
(the back of 
which will be 
seen through the 
glass) it has been 

suggested that some form of decorative panels 
eg. Paintings, photographs, or mosaics could be 
installed behind the glass.

If any individual or artistic group would like to adopt 
this idea as a project, please contact me to discuss.

Similarly, if anyone has other ideas about what is 
proposed please also contact me:  
rjevans2104@gmail.com

Richard Evans

Abbas Church Fete...
Sunday 5th September saw a beautifully warm 
late summer’s day, perfect for Winterbourne 
Abbas Church fete. This year the fete was larger 
than previous years with stalls and food in the 
church yard. Here, there were cake and book 
stalls, plant and second-hand clothes and the 
tombola and raffle. Delicious food was being 
served at the base of 
the tower while the 
crowds sat in the sun or 
in the shade of gazebos 
eating and chatting. 

Meanwhile in the field 
behind and above the 
church there were more 
stalls, animals and 
birds and a children’s 
area. A beautiful Harris 
Hawk, ferrets, chickens 
and ducks were of 
interest to children 
and adults alike. More 
stalls lined the edge 
of the field as children 
enjoyed pony rides, a 
fancy dress parade and 
a talent show – won by Jasmine and Hattie. 
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We’re all very excited that we’ve been given 
a National Lottery grant of £10,000 for the 
playground.  This will be of enormous help as 
we continue to improve the only designated and 
equipped public play space in the Valley.  A huge 
thank you to Frances Clifford who has worked so 
hard on the bid.

Our first priority is to replace the fencing, but 
we have a  list of other ideas and we’ve been 
consulting Valley residents, playground visitors 
and an experienced playground  installer/designer.  
We particularly want to make more provision for 
the younger children.  Let us know if you have any 

NEWSNEWS
thoughts (‘phone Jan Griffiths or chat to any hall 
trustee).  We’ll be continuing to raise money and 
look for other funding sources, since the more 
there is in the pot, the better our playground will 
be!  By the time you read this, all being well, we’ll 
have had the first of our local fund raisers, the 
table-top sale – a lot of hard work, but cake always 
helps!

We’ve also been talking to the Parish Council 
about  the role of the wider community in looking 
after the playground: it is, after all, an asset for us 
all, not just for the hall users (even if some of them 
do enjoy the swings) ...watch this space.

Artsreach presents 
Angel Heart & Rattlebox Theatre with

The Tales of Robin Hood
Martinstown Village Hall
Wednesday 27th October at 4pm
Tickets U18 - £5, Adults - £6, Family - £20
available from Jan Griffiths 01305 889738
Tickets also available online at:
www.artsreach.co.uk

Join England’s Greatest Outlaw 
as he and his Merry Friends 
take on the dastardly Sheriff of 
Nottingham! Be swept along in the 
adventure as dynamic puppetry 
and colourful acting bring these 
much-loved tales to life. With 
comedy, derring-do and even 
interactive archery The Tales 
of Robin Hood is a quiver full of 
fun for both young and old alike. 
Inspired by the Medieval tales and 
performed by Dave Oliver and 
James Richardson, Angel Heart 
Theatre and Rattlebox present 
an interactive make-believe tale 
where the real and imaginary 

collide, and friends are never far away. Suitable for 
children aged 3+ and their families.

Touring Dorset with Artsreach, full information and 
tickets are available online at www.artsreach.co.uk
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Martinstown Women’s Institute
At our September meeting we were shown “Fun Ways with Scarves” by 
Jan McNeil.   It’s amazing how many different ways there are of tying 
scarves and the way they can brighten up any outfit.

This was our Annual Business Meeting, postponed from April.   We looked 
back over the last 18 months and were able to congratulate ourselves 
that we kept going with the help of Zoom, monthly newsletters and 
meeting outdoors when restrictions allowed.    We have even gained 
some new members and give them a very warm welcome.

The next meeting of the WI Gardening Club will be on Monday 11 October

at 3.30 pm. (note: this is a change from the usual date).  Now is  the right  
time to divide perennial plants, so pot and label some ready for a plant 
swap at the meeting.  

Our next WI meeting will be on Wednesday 13 October at 7 pm when 
we will be having an amusing talk from Hilary Green on “Marriages and 
Deaths”.

Angela Barrett  -  Secretary

T H I S  M O N T H ’ S  N E W S  F R O M

This rhyme is at least 100 years old. It asks for a 
penny or a ha’penny which would amount to rather a 
lot now with a century of inflation!!  The Winterbourne 
Churches Charity Group is raising money this 
Christmas for two charities which support the 
homeless – The Lantern Trust and the Dorset Bus 
Shelter Project. 

On Saturday, 20th November, we are holding a 
Christmas Coffee Morning Bring & Buy and not only 
are we hoping for your support on the day but we are 
also after the following items for our stalls.

New or as new items for the Bring and Buy Stall, 
Raffle prizes, Christmas items and cakes – it would be 
wonderful if you could drop these off to Old Brewery 
House from Saturday, 23rd October onwards or in the 
case of a cake the day before the event. 

A quick update on the Advent Calendar Window Trail, 
at the time of writing this we have 14 window slots 
still up for grabs!

Many thanks in appreciation of your generosity.

Sally Webb   01305 889097

“Christmas is coming, the geese are getting fat, please put a penny in 
the old man’s hat…”

Christmas Coffee      Morning 

Bring & Buy 

Martinstown Village Hall
Saturday, 20 November  -  10-12 noon

Please come along and enjoy coffee and cake 
with friends whilst raising money for the 

Lantern Trust and the Dorset Bus Shelter Project, 
both charities help the homeless of 

Weymouth and Dorchester.

Bring & Buy • Refreshments
Cakes • Raffle • Christmas Stall 

Guess the Weight of the Christmas Cake
Hoopla stall and other games
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As the rainy season approaches the Martinstown 
Flood Volunteers have started work on some 
particularly overgrown stretches of the western 
end of the stream where the water had become 
practically invisible. You may have noticed our 
work.

Dorset Council’s reduced mowing policy has not 
helped with the stream’s visibility, resulting in a bit 
of a hazard for walkers and motorists alike.  It’s still 
a work in progress, but the volunteers achieved 
some satisfying clearance in early September.

Time is of the essence when it comes to stream 
clearing. There is an autumn ecology window of 
just two months, September & October, minimising 

the risk of disruption to wildlife. So we find we 
are always up against the clock trying to achieve 
the maximum clearage, in the minimum of time. 
(Without exhausting the volunteers, none of us are 
getting any younger!)

Dorset Council’s investigation into previous flooding 
identified lack of capacity in the village as one of the 
two main causes of the flooding of village homes.  
Hence, we, as do the other upstream villages, try 
our level best to ensure the stream is in a good 
state for water to pass right through the village, 
unhindered from obstructing branches and other 
matter.

Many lengths of the stream have heavy growth 
in the main channel which needs to be cleared by 
hand, or it leads to mud bank development; which 
in turn provides opportunity for further plant 
colonisation.  Collectively this quickly turns the 
base of what should be a sparkling chalk stream 
into a muddy brook!

So please join the Flood Volunteering group, it’s 
very informal, volunteers only do what they are 
comfortable with doing.  There are no committees 
or bureaucracies; it’s simply a group of caring 
villagers who get together under their own steam, 
mostly in the autumn, to help reduce the flood 
risk to Martinstown village homes.

We have a list of stream (riparian) owners with 
mobility problems who need help with clearing 
their part of the stream.  We would really love to 
do as much as we can for these villagers but are 
very short of volunteers. The main workforce of 
the group is half a dozen villagers who already do 
the bulk of the work, none of which are teenagers! 
Are you able to volunteer to be called upon to 
help clear a neighbour’s section of the stream? 
Perhaps you have a teenager you can volunteer?

If you are able to help please contact me & I will tell 
you when next to break out your wellies & join us.

Thank you,
Deborah Follett
Flood Volunteer - 0780 8020229 or find me at the 
Martinstown village shop Mondays before noon.

Wellies on...                                                                        Deborah Follett
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The MILEATERS out and about...
...Cattistock walk  -  Martin & Lesley Usherwood

www.martinstown-news co.uk
...send us YOUR news and views!

On the hottest day of August, so far, 26 Mileaters 
ventured out to walk in the environs of Cattistock. The 
number equalled the record but the accompanying  
8  dogs was a new record. I am sure the number of 
participants was swelled by the recommendaton for 
the Fox and Hounds pub by Nick Priddle.

I had only been to Cattistock once before and that was 
to visit the famous “Dorset Knob Throwing Festival” 
sadly, this has moved to a more easily accessible site 
since then. Until that visit I didn’t know there were so 
many things one could do with a Dorset Knob. Having 
tried to eat one I think the best thing to do with them is 
throw them!

A gentle contour upwards from Cattistock led to the 
Wessex Ridgeway, a panoramic view was enjoyed by 
all. I had kept the next bit as a surprise.  Who knew 
that grown men would come here to fly their model 
aeroplanes?  Whilst we sort the appropriate permisions 
to cross the runway (a bit like Gibraltar) we were 
entertained to an aerial display by one of the owners.  
Fearing an attack by our dogs on one of the planes 
we quickly moved on into the wheat field next door. (I 
suppose it would have been a dogfight?)  

Further on along the Ridgeway a convenient place was 
found for a Coffee stop. Imagine the disappointment felt 
by some when a 4x4 appeared on the horizon looking 
every bit like an ice cream van only to turn out to be 
the local gamekeeper checking the area. (Curses foiled 
again!)

One of the challenges to leaders these days is to find 
a few feet of footpath that has not been walked by 
our esteemed leader Nick. I think this walk managed 

to achieve the objective for about 20 metres but I 
don’t think he had seen the aeroplanes before, so 
job done.

The return leg was via Maiden Newton.  Here we 
were informed that the railway was only there 
because it was too expensive to drive a tunnel 
through to Cerne Abbas.  We found the first of three 
churches which marked the turning point for home 
and lunch. Our path was now along the Macmillan 
Trail which follows the valley of the River Frome back 
past Chilfrome to Cattistock. The dogs had a mad 
five minutes splashing inthe water and then soaking 
everyone who happened to be in the wrong place 
come ‘shaking’ time.  I was disappointed that none 
of the group was tempted to use the rope swings 
despite earlier intrigue, assurances and vague 
promises.

This part of the journey sees three churches within 
a mile of each other.  Each one having distinctive 
features to its neighbour whether this be ‘No pews’, 
extreme gargoyles, William Morris windows, fresh 
water spring in the church yard, an exceedingly tall 
tower or the largest font pedestal I have seen being 
several metres tall and needing a few strong people 
to lift it by pulley.

We were very glad to reach the pub for lunch and 
ignored the locals who asked if we were a coach 
party. “No we are Mileater from Martinstown”.  I was 
amazed how quickly the food was served the quality 
and quantity being superb.  I think every one of the 
26 would recommend a visit.  Tip: Take a designated 
driver as the Beer is very good also.
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Regular Group Meetings

Chairperson – Jan Griffiths 01305 889738
Bookings - Ann Matthews -  01305 889248 
or email ronann.matthews@btinternet.com

Baby & Toddler Group	 10 – 12 noon	 Lauren Whittal l- 07733362798
					     Louisa Shephard -07585622699

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts	 5:30 – 7:30 pm	 Sue Gower – 01305 889388

Monday Meeting		  2:00 – 3:00 pm	 Anne Tate – 01305 889506

WI Garden Club		  3:30 – 4:30 pm	 Anne Tate – 01305 889506
(1st Monday in month)	

Valley Club 		  7:45 – 10 pm	 Pat Willets – 01305 568458
(3rd Monday in month)

Botanical Art		  9:30 – 12:30 pm	 Pat Allen – 01308 862063
(term times only)

Sequence Dance Group	 2:30 – 4:40 pm	 Ann Matthews  - 01305 889248

Badminton	 	 7:30 – 9:30 pm	 Juliet Rose - 07969292973

		
Chair Based Exercise	 10:30 – 11:30 am	 Suzanne Fellowes-Joyce - 01308 281882

W.I. 			   6:45 – 9:00 pm	 Rosie Duke – 01305 889555
(2nd Wednesday in month) 

Beginners’ Dance		 8:00 – 10:00 pm	 Ann Matthews -  01305 889248

Poundbury Art Group	 10:00 – 1:00 pm	 Teresa Blades – 01305 889947
Sequence Dance Group	 2:30 – 4:30 pm	 Ann Matthews -  01305 889248

Yoga			   6:00 – 7:30 pm	 Gemma O’Beirne - 07821593314

Keep Fit class		  10:15 – 11:45 am	 Suzanne Fellowes-Joyce - 01308 281882
Bingo (every other Friday)	 7:00 – 9:30 pm	 Ann Matthews -  01305 889248

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
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The beginning of August saw a family show 
entitled “Rustle” with the Paddle Boat 
Theatre which was held in the grounds of the 
Winterbourne Valley school. 

Our next venture back into normality was to be 
an Artsreach children’s workshop which was 
going to be held in Martinstown Village Hall later 
that month, on Saturday 21st August. 

The extremely talented duo Abigail Thommes 
and Laurie Newman arrived to prepare for a 
morning of fun and entertainment lead by by 
workshop leader, Abigail.  Laurie, the author, 
had brought along a copy of her beautifully 
illustrated book entitled “Jessie the Jellyfish”.  
The children listened to the sad story of poor 
lonely Jessie whose friends are missing due to 
the amount of plastic pollution in our seas.  Then, 
using nonrecyclable plastic they created their 
own Jellyfish. The morning finished with a hearty 
singing of a newly learnt song written, taught and 
accompanied by Laurie on her ukulele, performed 
in front of a rapturous parental audience.

A fantastic morning enjoyed by all.

So what’s next? Something’s taking place during 

Half Term.  Watch out  for the publicity arriving in 
your child’s book bag!

And now a treat for the adults. 

Yes! Yes! the return of our Community lunch!

Last Friday morning the Cottage Pie had been 
cooked, the puddings created and now the tables 
could be set up and laid out in preparation for 
our returning diners.

At last they started to arrive and soon the village 
hall was filled with chatter and laughter as 
villagers met up with friends, old and new, that 
they had not socialised with for weeks. 

It was fantastic. Wine was poured, servers 
served and lunchtime was in full swing and 
banter over the washing up was up to its usual 
standard.

The date for our next lunch is Friday 1st October. 
If there is anyone out there who has never 
experienced our Community Lunch and would like 
to join us then all you have to do is contact Ced 
Moorcroft on 01035 889438 to book your place.   

All welcome. 

Fran’s Blog...                                                                            Fran Taylor 

It has been a difficult eighteen months for fundraising so the Circle Supper 
group were delighted to be able to start again this year in August with 
a village treasure trail. Adults and children were given a map and clues 
to find Squire Maguire’s hidden fortune and all were successful! For 
many this meant discovering some features in the village they had never 
noticed before (can you spot the pig in the playground??). 

The treasure trail ended in a beautiful garden; the location will remain 
undisclosed as we may run it again in the spring. Here the children were 
given a spade to dig up the gold coins and exchange them for ones made 
of chocolate. The adults relaxed with tea and home made cakes.

We raised £150 which is a welcome addition to our fundraising over the 
last twenty months. Our  current charity is the Dorset County Hospital 
Chemotherapy Appeal.

If you would like to know more about Martinstown Circle Suppers and 
are interested in joining us when we start a new rota and charity in 2022 
please do give me a call.

Cathie Seigal  •  01305 889244  
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Winterborne St Martin Parish Council  - NEWS              October 2021

Parish Meeting: 
The Annual Parish meeting will now be held on 
Thursday 14th October in the village hall, we hope 
to have speakers and results of the village survey. 

Parish Council: 
The list of PC meetings is on the PC website 
and Notice board in the Bus stop along with 
Councillor contact details. The next PC meeting is 
to be held on 28th October venue to be decided. 

Vacancy: 
The Council would like to welcome Tim Bareham 
as the newly co-opted Cllr for WSMPC. 

Community Speed Watch (CSW) 
The PC are still looking for additional volunteers 
and a coordinator for a CSW scheme for the 
village to ensure there are enough on the team 
to coordinate several sessions. 

Dukes Close Consultation event: 
Morrish Homes postponed their event on 8th 
October and will come back to the village once 
further information has been gathered. 

Please see some useful links and contact 
numbers, more available on the PC website: 

Wessex Water: 
Contact information for reporting incidents is: 

Telephone number: 0345 600 4 600 

Email: operational.enquiries@wessexwater.co.uk 

Alternatively, customers can complete the 
online form available here: www.wessexwater.
co.uk/contact-us - using the report a problem 
link under water supply and sewerage enquiry 
section. 

If residents are having difficulties securing 
insurance for properties at risk of flooding, there 
is an initiative call Flood Re, www.floodre.co.uk, 
that may be relevant and able to help. 

To report Emergencies, flooding: 
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-
weather/flooding 

To report any road safe concerns: Enquiries@
Dorset.PNN.Police.uk (or dial 101) for attention 
of Response Officers 

Report online: www.dorsetroadsafe.org.uk/
enforcement-operations/reporting-traffic-
concerns 

To contact the Council, E-mail: 
clerk@winterbornestmartin-pc.gov.uk

Or speak to any of the Councillors in your usual 
way contact numbers are on the PC website.

Website: winterbornestmartin-pc.gov.uk

V I L L A G E  H A L L 100 CLUB DRAW
AUGUST 2021

£25 - Fiona Elford
£10 - Sheila Pett

£5 - Phyllis Lacy-Smith

SEPTEMBER 2021
£25 - Alan Pascal

£10 - Stuart Nuttall
£5 - Ann Matthews

After 23 years of presenting the Village Hall 100 Club Draw, Margaret Hearing has decided 
to retire. We send our heartfelt thanks for all those years of giving to the Community.

Taking her place will be Jill Pearce. No4 Manor Farm Court. Tel: 889295.
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On Monday 11th October
at the Dorford Centre, Top o’ Town 

Dorchester DT1 1RR

7pm to 8.30pm - refreshments 
available from 6.30

This year the topic is
Employment Now – Problems 

and Some Solutions
Speaker  - Sarah Campbell

Employment advice - with Furlough ending 
have you had any problems in returning to 
work or being made redundant?

At the end of 2020 all Dorset Citizens Advice 
Offices combined our resources to set up a 
specialist Employment Unit to support anyone 
in the Dorset Council Area specifically with 
their employment issues. This Employment 
Unit Dorset (EUD) started to advise clients 

It’s been a long 18 months without being able to 
sing as a group, but, barring any reimposition 
of restrictions, it finally looks as though we are 
now allowed to make music together. So the 
Winterbourne Singers will once again be coming 
together fortnightly on a Friday evening in St. 
Martin’s church from 7 to 8.15 p.m. to sing music 
of many different kinds, both sacred and secular, 
principally just for the enjoyment of it. There’s no 
doubt that a session of singing can really lift your 

spirits and after what we’ve all been through, 
everyone needs that.

Singers are invited to donate £1 each session 
towards church overheads, but music is 
provided. It probably helps if you can read music 
a little, but that’s certainly not essential – other 
singers will help you along – and there’s no 
audition to get through!

Our initial meeting dates are 10th & 24th 
September, then continuing fortnightly up to 
Christmas. 

If you’d like to join us, please contact Peter 
Wilkinson - either email to: 
p_wilkinson@hotmail.com or phone 889077.

Citizens’ Advice Dorset has done more work 
in this area over the last 18 months than 
ever before and the range of issues is far 

wider than it has ever been, complicated not 
only by Covid but by the lack of potential 
employees because of Brexit. Its specially 
created Employment Unit is very busy but 

we are fortunate to have as our speaker, the 
Coordinator of that Unit.

Very many thanks for your continuing support.

Good wishes, Margaret Barker
Chair of DPA - retiring next March after 31 years!

Dorchester Poverty Action is this year able to hold its annual Open Meeting 
once again. All are welcome – please do come!

from the beginning of December and since 
then the three specialist case workers together 
with some specially trained volunteers have 
advised nearly 200 Dorset residents. Their 
combined knowledge, experience and focus 
means we can now advise and support clients 
even with complex employment issues. 

If you would like help and advice with a 
problem that is bothering you, telephone our 
freephone Dorset Adviceline number on 0800 
144 88 48 between 10am and 4pm, Monday to 
Friday. Clients with significant employment 
issues will be asked to describe these before 
your case is passed to the EUD. Alternatively 
visit our website  - www.citizensadvice.org.uk.
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Recycling, Rubbish & Garden Waste Collection Dates 

OCTOBER 2021

7th (Thursday) 	 - recycling and food 
21st (Thursday) 	 - recycling and food

For more information contact: www.dorsetforyou.com/recycle

14th (Thursday) 	 - rubbish and food
28th (Thursday) 	 - rubbish and food

13th (Weds)               	 - garden waste                     27th (Weds)                - garden waste                      

– USEFUL CONTACT ADDRESSES & PHONE NUMBERS –
West Dorset General Hospital
Williams Avenue, Dorchester, DT1 2JY
Tel: 01305 251150 • www.dch.org

Dorset Police
Emergency: 999 • Non-emergency: 101
www.dorset.police.uk

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service 
Emergency: 999 • Non-emergency: 01722 691000

Dorset ‘Out of Hours’ Medical Service
Tel: 0845 600 1013

Bus Timetables
Tel: First 0333 014 3490 •  www.firstgroup.com

Train Timetables
Tel: South Western Railway 0345 6000 650
Web: www.southwesternrailway.com

Electricity Emergencies
Tel: 0800 072 7282

TO REPORT A POWERCUT
Tel: FREEFONE 105
www.powercut105.com

Gas Emergencies
Tel: 0800 111999

Drains/Water Emergencies
Tel: 0845 7300600

Flooding Enquiries
Local Flood Warden (S.Slade) Tel: 01305 889411
Environmental Agency Tel: 0800 807060

RSPCA West Dorset Branch
PO BOX 5460, Weymouth, DT3 6WH  
Tel: 01305 259672 • www.westdorsetrspca.org

Age UK Dorchester
4 Prince of Wales Road, DORCHESTER  DT1 1PW
Tel: 01305 269444 • www.ageuk.org.uk

Plaza Cinema 
Trinity Street, Dorchester, DT1 1TT
Tel: 01305 262488
www.plazadorchester.com

Dorchester Odeon Cinema
Filmline: 0871 22 44 007
www.odeon.co.uk

FRIDAY NIGHT

BINGO
...it’s back!

Every fortnight from 
17th September at the Village Hall

Eyes down 7.30pm
ALL GOOD FOOD PRIZES TO BE WON!

V&V Oct 21 to print.indd   19V&V Oct 21 to print.indd   19 17/09/2021   19:5017/09/2021   19:50



20

JON JOHNSON 
Plumbing and Heating Services

Old Dairy, Park Farm, Martinstown
Tel: 01305 889157 • Mobile:07708 010528 

Email: jjpandh@sky.com

• Your friendly, local plumbing and heating engineer
• 30 years’ experience

• Reliable and competitive rates
• All aspects of plumbing and heating
• From small repairs, full installations

to general property maintenance

* Free quotations and advice *
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MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE STORE

Tel: 01305 889547 • Email: martinstownvillagestore@gmail.com 

Shop & POST OFFICE 
Opening Times
Monday  -  Saturday 
8.30am to 2pm
Sunday 
9.30am to 11.30am

Drinks, light snacks 

and cakes 
available

As restrictions are now lifting please do pop in and say 
hello as it may have been a while since I’ve seen you!

Nothing has changed we still stock all the local items from 
bread, eggs, milk, fruit and vegetables.

Plus ‘The Post Office’ is offering a wide range of services 
from cash withdrawals to cheque deposits and much more.

See you soon.  Karen Barrett 
Martinstown
Village Store

Rosemary Rogers Catering
Lower Muckleford Farm • Muckleford • DT2 9SW

T: 07788436797  •  E: Rosemarywdt2@gmail.com

Arrangement of 
hire of cutlery and 

crockery

Anything from a plate of sandwiches to a wedding buffet
Christening lunches/teas  •  Wedding celebrations

Funeral refreshments  •  Fill your freezer  •  Dinner parties  •  Office lunches 
Corporate entertainment  •  One pot wonders
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Tel: 01305 772096
Mobile: 07759 403805
johnstilesdesign@hotmail.com

We offer a confidential, reliable, efficient and 
professional service at reasonable rates.

To arrange a first free interview without obligation, 
please contact:   Telephone: 01258 471669  
Email: simon@sjcltd.co.uk  •  www.sjcltd.com

JON BUDDLE
TREE SURGERY & GARDENING SERVICES
(MOWING, HEDGE CUTTING ETC.)

FULLY INSURED  •  NPTC CERTIFICATED

For a FREE quote:
Phone: 01305 889982    Mobile: 07775 806488
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Eco-friendly materials used

Experienced staff and fully insured

We clean - Ovens, Agas, Ranges, Hobs, 
Extractors, Microwaves, BBQs

We cover all of Dorset

www.cleanovendomestics.co.uk

Clean Ovens Domestic Ltd

Call Dave on –
08007076629 or mobile: 07563693145

Do you have a business to promote?
Why not advertise in this magazine?

Third page, half page or even a full page... professionally designed FREE!

Contact us for current rates &
specifications enquiries!

Graham Herbert, 1 Cowleaze, Martinstown, DT2 9TD
Tel: 01305 889786 or email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk
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FLEXIBLE CARE
In your home and when you need it...

Experienced in care of the elderly
CRB checked • Fully insured

First Aid qualified • References available

To find out more please call Antonia Cook
Tel: 01305 889499 or Mobile: 07813 196 958
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C.A.AERIALS    Ltd
Installations & Repairs

•  Freeview   •  Freesat   
•  DAB   •  Sky Dishes
•  Multipoints   •  VHF

Town & rural  areas covered

Telephone: 01305 839681 
or Mobile: 07979 876071

*

* One per houshold
   T&Cs apply

Business Insurance  •  Commercial & Residential Landlords Insurance  •  Holiday Home Insurance  •  Personal Insurance  •  Travel Insurance

Are you getting the service and advice you 
need to protect your home or business?
At David Upshall Insurance services we pride ourselves on 
our old fashioned service, whilst embracing the latest 
technology.

As our client you are important to us, 
you can expect your dedicated account 
handler to give you the best advice when 
setting up your policy and continued support when you need it. 

We’re here to help...

To find out more contact our office on: 01305 268883 or 
David Upshall on: 07818 035450  •  email: david@davidupshall.co.uk

DAVID UPSHALL
Insurance Services

DAVID UPSHALL
Insurance Services

44 South Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1DQ
E: info@davidupshall.co.uk
W: www.davidupshall.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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