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NEWS & ARTICLES FOR THE V&V PARISH MAGAZINE

It would be much appreciated if copy is supplied electronically as a text doc. (Microsoft 
Word etc.) with any accompanying images as JPEG files to the address BELOW.

ALL COPY MUST REACH ME BY 5pm on 15th (LATEST) OF THE PRECEDING MONTH
in order to be included in that issue.

T H E

M A G A Z I N E

ADVERTISING IN THE V&V PARISH MAGAZINE  •   Rates and Contact details

Current rates & specifications enquiries, and advertisement copy for each month’s issue to: 

Graham Herbert, 1 Cowleaze, Martinstown, DT2 9TD
Tel: 01305 889786 or email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk
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Ardent readers of ‘The V & V’ will have noticed that over the last 
few months this column has been written by a variety of people.  
This is because we have been without a Vicar in our two Parishes 
of The Winterbournes and of Compton Valence.  We are in a 
‘vacancy’ (historically an ‘interregnum’, but strictly this is only the 
correct term if between reigns). 

If you look up a definition of ‘vacancy’ you discover that it is both 
‘a state of consciousness’ and ‘a gap between people in a post’ - 
obviously in this case, it’s the latter!  Since the Rev’d Jean left the 
role, this gap has been  filled by the Rector of our Benefice, Rev’d 
Keith (Team Rector), with support from Rev’d Heidi, and others 
from outside and within our Parishes.

Our thanks are due to them and particularly to Rev’d Jo for 
her work at Abbas, to Allen and Peter for all their work in 
Martinstown and Steepleton and to the Church Wardens, Joy, 
David, Dick, Ellie, Peter and Jeremy.

What happens next?  We are, hopefully, on our way to having a 
new Vicar.  Until then, everything will be kept going by the team 
above supported by members of the PCC and other people - both 
churchgoers and church supporters who feel strongly that they 
wish to keep our churches running  in our four villages.  Happily 
the Churches extend beyond their physical boundaries and into 
our communities, through this publication, events and services 
on the Martinstown Green, home visits, Messy Church, The Food 
Bank, The Community Larder, Carols in the Pub and many other 
means.      

Like his/her three predecessors, our new Team Vicar will be 
unpaid, but in a ‘house for duty’ post.  This requires them to live 
in the Rectory in Martinstown in exchange for nominally two days 
of work (plus Sundays) to plan for four churches.  They may be 
priests, but they are not magicians and need our support to carry 
this out.  We look forward to welcoming our new ‘Reverend’! 

Alison Crawford 
Member of the The Winterbournes Parochial* Church Council

* ‘Parochial’ like ‘Vacancy’ has two meanings: ‘relating to a church parish’ and 

‘having a narrow outlook or scope’.  We certainly aim to be the former!

THOUGHTS
FROM THE 
KITCHEN 

TABLE OF.. .
A PCC 

member

Find us on Facebook 
Did you know that the 3 churches in the Winterbournes Parish are now on Facebook?  
You can ‘like’ and ‘follow’ for news and photos from St Michael’s, St Mary’s and St Martin’s. 
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The Parishes of the Winterbournes & Compton Valence

Team Rector - Rev’d Keith Magee (07766 645135)

The Winterbournes and Compton Valence Ministry Team
Team Vicar - Vacancy (please contact one of the Church Wardens for all parish matters)
Associate Priest - Rev’d Jo Lacy-Smith (01305 889476)

Licensed Lay Minister - Allen Knott (01305 267217)

Permission to Officiate - Peter Wilkinson (01305 889077)

Organists
Nigel Power - Martinstown (01305 889910)
Peter Wilkinson - Winterbourne Steepleton (01305 889077)
Laurie Reading – for music at Winterbourne Abbas (01305 889693‬)
For Compton Valence please contact the Church Wardens                   

The Parish of the Winterbournes
There is a single Parochial Church Council for Martinstown, Steepleton and Abbas but each parish church retains its 
own local church committee.

Churchwardens              –    Dick Corbett-Winder (889410),  Ellie Sturrock (07980 089470),  
	         David & Joy Parsons (889611)      
PCC Hon. Secretary 	 –   John Crawford  (01305 889377)
PCC Hon. Treasurer 	 –   Tom Webb  (01305 889097)

The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwarden & Treasurer   –   Jeremy Russell (01308 482227)
Churchwarden & Secretary   –   Peter Steel (01308 482782)
Dorchester and The Winterbournes Team Website: www.dorchesteranglican.info

Any of the above can be approached in the first instance for Baptism, Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit and they would welcome being told 
when anybody has been bereaved or is ill. They have answerphones for you to leave a message.

If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public prayer of the Church, we would be glad to do this as long as permission of the person 
involved is assured.

									       
CHURCH SERVICES during...                                                         APRIL 2024

SUNDAY 7TH  •  EASTER 2
10.00		  Holy Communion 			   Winterbourne Abbas
11.00		  Holy Communion			   Martinstown
			 
SUNDAY 14TH  •  EASTER 3
8.00		  Holy Communion (BCP)		  Martinstown 
9.30		  Holy Communion			   Compton Valence
11.00		  Holy Communion			   Winterbourne Steepleton

SUNDAY 21ST  •  EASTER 4
10.00		  Worship Together			   Winterbourne Abbas
11.00		  Morning Prayer			   Martinstown 
5.00		  Church@5			   Martinstown

SUNDAY 28TH  •  EASTER 5
11.00		  Worship Together			   Martinstown
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St. Martins’ Church The Home Group
March 2024 was a busy month in the church calendar.  The forty days of Lent, which started on Ash 
Wednesday in February ended on Good Friday, when we remembered the crucifixion of Jesus. And on the last 
day of March we celebrated Easter Sunday, the day of resurrection, when Jesus was raised from death.

This year, the first day of April begins another period of 40 days, this time spanning the time between 
Easter Sunday and Ascension Day, when Jesus, after appearing in bodily form to his disciples and friends 
on a number of occasions, is taken up into heaven. 

Ten days later, this year on 19 May, Pentecost, also known as Whitsun, marks the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
which gave strength and power to Jesus’s followers enabling them to proclaim the message of love for 
everyone, Jew and Gentile. Thus, that first Pentecost is regarded as the day the Christian Church was born.

But what did the disciples and those men and women who had followed Jesus through his ministry do, 
and what did they feel and think during that time? They would certainly have had many questions and 
doubts; wondering why the person they had perceived as their saviour, come to liberate them from Roman 
oppression, had to die. ‘Why did God not intervene?’  ‘What were they to do so next?’ 

People continue to ask these questions, and many more and would almost certainly add, ‘Why does God 
allow wars, conflicts and the suffering of innocent people to continue?’ Perhaps in these past two years 
particularly and in so many parts of the world those questions will be on the minds of many.

In our parish some of us meet as a small group every two weeks, to read the Bible, to share our thoughts, 
responses and experiences and try to understand more about God. We don’t find easy answers, but our 
knowledge and understanding grows. We learn from each other and from having a time and space to think 
together.

If you would like to join us, you would be most welcome. Please contact Cathie (889244) or Nigel (889910), 
coordinators of ‘The Home Group’ to find out more.

St Martin’s Church,
Martinstown
Present a concert by:

In Springtime
arnham
oices

P
V Directed by Stephen Tilton

Saturday 11th May 2024 at 7pm

Donations at the door.
Proceeds to Dorchester Poverty Action and Martinstown Church Fund.
Refreshments will be served before the concert and during the interval.
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DORCHESTER FOOD BANK NEWS...
The trustees of the Dorchester Food Bank want to thank all our donors of both food items 
and money for their generosity over the past year.  Even though we  distributed 1251 food 
parcels to clients, an increase of 41%, and our food costs increased to over £600 per week 
from £150, we still managed to balance our books and provide a supermarket gift token to 
each of our clients over Christmas 2023.  Without you we could not provide this support to 
people in food crisis.

Important information: 
Because we have become a charity in our own right (charity number: 1200552) we have 
been obliged to move to a different type of bank account within Barclays bank. Please 
either email us at dorchesterfoodbank@gmail.com or enquire at the reception desk at 
Dorchester Baptist Church to get the new account details.

Would you please make sure that you change the account details in any BACS or Standing 
Order payments you make in the future. Although the old account will remain open for 
a few months be we will under pressure from the bank to close it after a maximum of 3 
months.
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VALLEY CLUBValley Club News
I was already sorry to have missed February’s talk but when I read the Chair’s review below I had 
even more regret – it all sounds very entertaining and not a little exotic…!  

“In February we had a fascinating talk by Mike Burks, the 
managing director of ‘The Gardens Group’. The focus being 
‘Gardening Folklore’ lent itself to unearthing some centuries 
old and quite bizarre traditions followed by farmers and keen 
gardeners alike. Did you know that for the best outcome when 
sowing seeds, you ought to do it when the moon is waxing or 
waning and you should be under the cover of darkness? When 
sowing seed potatoes, you should do that on ‘Good Friday’ also 
at night whist being naked! Other invaluable nuggets included 
planting broad beans on either Bonfire Night or on Boxing Day, 
pruning Roses on Grand National day and stealing your parsley 

rather than sowing it will make it grow successfully!”

We will have had the Club’s AGM by the time of going to print and membership renewals mostly in I 
expect but there’s space to remind everyone of the talk & shopping to be enjoyed with the ‘Tea and 
25% discount’ event at Poundbury Garden Centre on April 8th at 6:00 pm.

Hope everyone’s enjoying the Spring!

Chris Evans  •  Secretary

AN EVENING OF 
ENTERTAINMENT!
Saturday 23rd November • In Martinstown Village Hall
We are looking for anyone who would like to take part in this event.
Can you Sing? Dance? Act? Recite Poetry? Play a musical Instrument?
Could you perform in a group or a duet? Would you like to stand up 
and tell jokes or perhaps perform magic tricks?
If you would like to perform on stage this is your opportunity!
Come and show us what you can do!
We will consider performers of any age, whether you’re nine or ninety!
The Martinstown Players will also be performing and if you would like to 
join this group of outstanding thespians give me a call or send an email.

Let me know asap if you would like to take part. Auditions will take 
place in the summer so there’s plenty of time to rehearse.

Vince Jones 
01305 889202  •   janeandvince@btinternet.com
All proceeds will go to the Village Hall.
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After ten fun-filled weeks of excellent tuition 
by Liz, Irene and Sue, the Thistle Dancers have 
not only improved but raised £250 for Brain 
Research UK.

Our end of term party was a Curry Night at The 
Brewers Pub, which was well attended and 
enjoyed by 17 members and our 3 illustrious 
instructors, Liz, Irene and Sue who kindly gave 
their time for free but were happy to accept a 
dinner as a small token of our appreciation.  

I would like to thank everyone who supported 
my new initiative and made it so enjoyable.  
Gold stars go to Jo Cuzens, Pat Westlake and 
Riou Baxter for full attendance.  And silver for 
Barbara Haslam. Also my special thanks to 
Riou for taking over while I deal with Achilles 

Thistles Scottish Country Dancing

tendinopathy. 

The class has 
proved so 
popular that we 
are planning an 
autumn term 
to run from 
Tuesday 29th October 5.30pm – 7.00pm for six 
weeks until Tuesday 3rd December.  After the 
Christmas break, we will reconvene Tuesday 
14th January until 4th February for the final four 
weeks.  The cost will be £30 for ten lessons.  
Again, the balance after the village hall hire 
rental will go to Brain Research UK.

Please let me know if you are interested in 
joining laurabaxter@perceptionsmatter.com 

S.O.S. (Save Our Show)
Many of you reading this will remember the village Martinstown Garden and Craft show which was was 
hotly contested by many villagers. Cakes were made, tray bakes were perfected, jams and chutney’s were 
proudly shown, vegetables were grown to enormous sizes and flowers were shown in beautiful displays. 
There were many other categories and cups and trophies were awarded to the category winners.

Despite the fierce competition, it was great fun and the entire village seemed to be involved in one way 
or another. However, although the show is staged on one day a year, usually in September, it is hard 
work for the committee to organise this. Staging the show has had difficulties in the last few years for a 
variety of reasons and some existing committee members have decided to stand down

There is every possibility that the show will discontinue unless we can entice some new people to help 
run this event. If you would like to be part of the team or would like to find out what work is involved 
please contact me in the first instance.

Thanks   -  Richard Benson 01305 889466, or 07985951859  richard.benson60@icloud.com
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Martinstown Women’s Institute
T H I S  M O N T H ’ S  N E W S  F R O M

At our meeting in March we enjoyed Line 
Dancing with Lynne, led by our own member 
Lynne Axford – great fun when we had 
mastered the steps!

As the clocks go forward on 31st March and 
we have lighter evenings we will be meeting 
at 7 pm during the summer.   The next meeting 
will be our Annual Meeting on 10th April in the 
village hall at 7 pm when we will be electing 
our new President and revealing our interesting 
and varied  programme for the next 12 months.  
New members are always welcome – do come 
and join us.

Angela Barrett  -  Secretary

CELEBRATING DORSET FLOWER FESTIVAL
If you would like to sponsor an arrangement in memory of a loved one or because you have reason 
to be grateful to the church and would like to contribute please contact:
Dick Corbett Winder on 889410
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Regular Group Meetings

Chairperson – Jan Griffiths  -  01305 889738
Bookings - Ann Matthews -  01305 889248 
or email ronann.matthews@btinternet.com

Martinstown Playgroup	 10 – 12 noon	 Louisa Shephard - 07585622699

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts	 5:30 – 7:30 pm	 Sue Gower – 01305 889388

Monday Meeting		  2:00 – 3:00 pm	 Anne Tate – 01305 889506

WI Garden Club		  3:30 – 4:30 pm	 Anne Tate – 01305 889506
(1st Monday in month)	

Valley Club 		  7:45 – 10 pm	 Ange Schulke – 07788858935
(3rd Monday in month)

Botanical Art		  9:30 – 12:30 pm	 Pat Allen – 01308 862063
(term times only)

Sequence Dance Group	 2:30 – 4:40 pm	 Ann Matthews  - 01305 889248

Badminton	 	 7:30 – 9:30 pm	 Juliet Rose - 07969292973

		
Chair Based Exercise	 10:30 – 11:30 am	 Suzanne Fellows-Joyce - 01308 281882

W.I. 			   6:45 – 9:00 pm	 Rosie Duke – 01305 889555
(2nd Wednesday in month) 

Beginners’ Dance		 8:00 – 10:00 pm	 Ann Matthews -  01305 889248

Poundbury Art Group	 10:00 – 1:00 pm	 Teresa Blades – 01305 889947

Sequence Dance Group	 2:30 – 4:30 pm	 Ann Matthews -  01305 889248

Yoga			   6:00 – 7:30 pm	 Gemma O’Beirne - 07821593314

Keep Fit class		  10:15 – 11:45 am	 Suzanne Fellows-Joyce - 01308 281882

Bingo (every other Friday)	 7:00 – 9:30 pm	 Ann Matthews -  01305 889248

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
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Ongoing Concerns
Almost 20 years ago, due to my robust objection 
to an attempted land grab, I was asked to be a 
parish councillor, I was co-opted and sat at my first 
meeting. The concerns raised by parishioners were 
– Mcdonalds, speeding, flooding, tractors...

Mcdonalds  -  Bought what was formally a greasy 
spoon roadside cafe, so planning had already been 
gained.

Many have asked over the years, why doesn’t the 
Duchy give them some land for parking, the fact 
is that the Duchy warned of the problems at the 
outset so why should they now be expected to sort 
them out?

Speeding  -  We have tried many ways to reduce 
speeding, the district council restricts us to were 
we can install a speed indicator devise (SID) and 
we had to install monitoring points at a cost of £400 
each to prove where a device was necessary, which 
in our case was only Mallards Green, 7 years ago 
with the DC as the sole suppliers, we purchased 
a SID at approx £3000 and the mounting poles at 
£250 each, unfortunately the SID has now broken 
but the votes are in and money set aside for repair. 

Flooding  -  Years ago the DC did the river 
maintenance and then decided they would only do 
the road side of the river, leaving riparian owners 
to do theirs, and then it seems both sides decided to 
do none at all.

After the 2012 floods a group of volunteers from 
Winterbourne, Steepleton and Martinstown was 
formed to jointly help maintain the river, after a few 
years there was a dispute which left Martinstown 
on their own, somehow the Martinstown PC made 
themselves responsible for maintenance and we 
now pay a contractor £2500 a year to maintain 
parts of the river which should be done by riparian 
owners. Ongoing

Tractors  -  We are a farming village so we should 
expect tractors but they have become bigger and 
bigger and have destroyed the verges, we ask the 

farmers to be considerate, but still don’t have a 
solution.

New Concerns
Wessex Water  -  We continue to hassle WW over 
the sewage overflows and check there records, one 
which amazed me was the number of times they 
discharge into the river when the pumping station 
can’t cope. Fertile land at Monkton I would guess?

Proposed development west of Dukes close  
-  We were asked to a meeting a few years ago 
by an affordable housing developer to approve a 
development in the field west of Dukes close, which 
we supported in principle, several developers later 
we are faced with a proposed development of retail 
houses with the minimum of affordable’s which 
we are strongly objecting too, one being the extra 
sewage!

Reading room/parish office  -  In the 1920s the RR 
was given to the village in a deed of trust, for the 
good of the village with four nominated trustees, 
after many years and the deaths of the trustees 
it would appear that it was abandoned and then 
taken over by a builder who used it as an office. 
When he vacated the building in the early 90s the 
PC took control and used it as the parish office, 
we are in the process of trying to obtain legal title 
through adverse possession. 

Village Green  -  Many years ago, in their naivety in 
my opinion, the PC rented the village green from 
the owner, thus removing the cost of maintenance 
from the owner to the PC, we learned recently after 
complaints about parking that the area in front of 
Fishers Barn is registered as part of the village 
green, therefore open space for the enjoyment of 
all villagers, which also applies to the area in front 
of the church and carries a hefty fine for anyone 
driving over or parking on the land, and would 
appear to be non negotiable.

Please give the message at the top some 
consideration.

Dave Read

NEWS  APRIL  2024

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL NEEDS YOU, 
ELECTIONS IN MAY, 9 SEATS UP FOR GRABS...
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Green Martinstown are very excited at the 
prospect of hopefully acquiring some land 
adjoining the village. It will be a long process 
to apply for this. At this stage, if you have 
experience in legal contracts or writing 
business plans please contact us. If it goes 
ahead the use of the field will be in keeping 
with Green Martinstown environmental and 
community principles. 

There is a chance that the X51 bus service 
might be re-routed back through Winterbourne 
Steepleton and Martinstown, as a trial. This 
urgently needs our support. Please email Peter.
McNaughton@firstbus.co.uk, & please copy your 
email to Les Scarth at clifden39@gmail.com

The composting area in the churchyard is a 
community resource & anyone in the village is 
welcome to both add to the bins & take away 
bags of compost. There is guidance at the site to 
let you know how it works.

The recycling collections for tetrapaks, foil 
& plastic tops are well used. The tetrapak 
& foil bins are emptied twice a week by two 
volunteers. Please follow the instructions. 
Those who can are encouraged to take their 
own recycling to the bins in the Fairfield car 
park or at the tip. Just one volunteer manages 
the bottle tops. Recently two bags of these 
went to Beaminster school for projects in the 
resistant materials class.

Spring is in the air:

The flowers at the bus stop opposite the 
playground are getting more established. 
The snowdrops were lovely, followed by the 
narcissi, and now the wild garlic & bluebells 
are coming through. 

Hedgehogs are likely to start emerging from 
hibernation now. Whilst they are still tucked 
up in their winter nests take care not to disturb 
them as you start to tackle your gardens. If you 
do disturb them, don’t handle or move them, 
just cover them over again & leave them alone.

Those families that made bird boxes last 
year are hopefully seeing blue tits & great 
tits showing interest & building nests. If you 
have any questions please contact Andy Daw 
(889433).

With spring our frogs & toads need to find 
a pond to lay their eggs in. If you could find 
space for a small pond in your garden, Green 
Martinstown members can help you plan, dig 
and plant your pond if you need a hand, along 
with a financial contribution to help you with the 
cost of materials.

The stream survey along the Winterbourne 
continues. We are maintaining the 70 Platinum 
Jubilee trees at Grove Hill. Some are even 
showing their heads above the tree guards.

MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE HALL 
100 CLUB DRAW

Compton Valence MARCH Draw
£25. Rachael Clarke
£10. Faith Harvey

£5.   Mhairi-Skye Tweed

Martinstown MARCH Draw
£25.  Howard bowering

£10.  Debbie Follitt
£5.    Jeffrey Haine
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The MILEATERS out and about...
...St David’s Day & Birthday Celebrations   by Laura Baxter

A happy band of 12 mileaters set off from Hardy’s Monument on a miraculously partly sunny, partly 
cloudy, some hail but dry day! To meet four more members at the designated coffee break where Mimosas, 
Sausages, Chocolate Brownies were served to celebrate St David’s Day and my birthday.  Thankfully 
enjoyed by all except the disciplined carrot muncher! Who has triumphantly lost a stone, no mean feat in 
this age of gluttony!

On we went along the Ridgeway with stunning views, threatening clouds and strong winds, down to 
West Bexington.  There were patches of mud, hardly surprising after the wettest February on record. The 
alternative would be to walk around Poundbury, not so scenic but mud free for the mud phobic.

After a bracing six miles for the stalwarts who did the whole route and four miles for the four with sick 
notes, we all had an excellent lunch at The Manor House Hotel in their warm, sunny conservatory with 
picturesque sea views.  An ideal spot, great company and more birthday cake! 

Thank you to Sheree Fitgerald, Lesley Pemberton and Colin Tracy our professional photographers.  And to 
our drivers, Tom Webb, Richard Benson, Stuart Nuttall, Chris Evans and of course Riou Baxter who led the 
walk and the car logistics.
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A Dogs Tail  - sorry, Tale.  
Hello good people – my name is Boris –No! – not that one. I am a long haired terrier and my 
grandad was a patterdale terrier with the local hunt so I have good breeding!

My first home was in Devon on a small farm in the Dart valley and they had a deer hound 
that was however far too proud to mix with me but 
their cat loved me and we had great fun chasing 
each other round the garden and farm yard. I 
therefore like cats - but not many like me!

We moved to Martinstown fairly recently and were 
very pleased to find lovely walks in all directions. 
My lady owner, I will call her ‘She’, loves walking 
and insists on doing 10,000 steps a day which 
suites me, except when it is cold and wet. I am 
now about 15 years old and recently lost my eye 
sight and hearing but can still have a good sense 
of smell and can easily follow her scent on our 
walks.

I am always kept on a lead in the village but off the roads ‘She’ lets me off the lead and I trot 
along behind her following her scent. Just ‘back along’, as they say in Devon, when near a 
farm, I picked up the scent of cats and thought they would like to meet me. I followed their 
scent into the farm yard and they disappeared –probably climbed up into the barns. ‘She’ did 
not miss me for a while as her eyesight is also not good and she has to concentrate on the 
track to avoid tripping over stones. Suddenly ‘She’ realised that I was not following her and 
had no idea where I had gone. ’She’ used her phone to contact the family and a search com-
menced with several other dog walkers joining in included the lovely lady in a wheel chair 
who lives near us and gives me treats.

I wondered back through the farm yard towards the path over a flat area of very green grass 
but it suddenly collapsed under my weight and I was in a rather smelly fluid called, I think, 
slurry! Unlike most terriers I do not bark so I just screamed and it was a very long time 
before a lovely girl on the farm heard me and spread the news. A crowd gathered and the 
fire brigade arrived but did not have the correct equipment with them to rescue me. I was 
of course very tired at this this time and having difficulty with keeping my nose above the 
slurry. ‘She’ and all the others were distraught but were unable to help. 

Next to arrive was the farmer called Noel in a big teleporter machine but the extended buck-
et could not reach me. His very brave son Tom climbed into the bucket and with a net on the 
end of a very long pole managed to ‘fish’ me out. What a relief!  I had been in the slurry for 
over two hours and would not have lasted much longer.

In the farm yard the ladies hosed me off and after profuse thanks to all that had helped ‘She’ 
took me home and I had the first proper bath of my long life. 

I am now fully recovered and ‘She’ has bought one of those extendable dog leads so I will 
never get lost again. I am of course extremely grateful to all those that helped me including 
the fire brigade, the dog walkers and of course all those lovely people from the farm.

Ian & Jennie Jones
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FRIDAY NIGHT

BINGO
...it’s back!

Every fortnight 
at the Village Hall
Eyes down 7.00pm

ALL GOOD FOOD PRIZES TO BE WON!4

NEW NEW 

TIME!TIME!

– USEFUL CONTACT ADDRESSES & PHONE NUMBERS –

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service 
Emergency: 999 • Non-emergency: 01722 691000

Dorset ‘Out of Hours’ Medical Service
NHS Tel: 111

ELECTRICITY EMERGENCIES
Tel: 0800 052 0400

GAS EMERGENCIES
Tel: 0800 111999

TO REPORT A POWERCUT
Tel: FREEFONE 105
www.powercut105.com

DRAINS/WATER EMERGENCIES
Tel: 0345 600 4 600 (24 hours)

RSPCA West Dorset Branch
PO BOX 5460, Weymouth, DT3 6WH  
Tel: 0300 1234 999 
www.westdorsetrspca.org

The Community Lunch
Come and join us at the Village Hall for a 
scrumptious 2 course lunch and coffee, with 
lots of chat and laughter, all for £7.00.  Lunches 
are usually on the first Friday of each month, 
recommencing on 2nd February.

Booking really is essential to ensure that we have 
the right amount of delicious food, so please ‘phone 
Ced on 889438 if you didn’t put your name down at 
the last lunch in July (or if you’re not sure!).

COMMUNITY
•  LUNCH  •

Recycling, Rubbish & Garden Waste Collection Dates 

APRIL 2024*

7th (Thursday) 	 - recycling and food
18th (Thursday) 	 - recycling and food

For more information contact: www.dorsetforyou.com/recycle

11th (Thursday) 	 - rubbish and food
25th (Thursday) 	 - rubbish and food

10th (Weds)                 - garden waste                  24th (Weds)                - garden waste
* Correct at time of printing.
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Thinking about Pre-School?

STRANGWAYS HALL, ABBOTSBURY, DT3 4JR

For more information about our highly rated, independent, friendly and popular 
school for children from 2 years upwards in our lovely village.

Please contact Sharon Pugh, our school manager 
on her mobile number: 07752-050507

There are also regular updates on our activities on: 
www.chesilbankpreschool.blogspot.co.uk

Or please visit www.chesilbankpreschool.co.uk

We now have vacancies for children from aged 2 upwards and we would like to invite 
grandparents, parents, friends and relatives to get in touch, or come along for a 

taster session. You will be able to see first-hand what a unique educational and caring 
service we can offer at very reasonable rates. 

These are currently £5 per hour for each three-hour sessions, in the morning or 
afternoon, Monday to Thursday, 9.00am – 3:30pm and at the Toddler Group session 

Friday morning, which is £5 per family, and runs from 10am-12:00

We are also considering extending our opening hours to improve our service and can 
only do this if we are confident there is enough demand in the local area for these 

extra hours. The proposed new opening hours would be:

Monday – Thursday 8 am-4 pm
And now open on a Friday 8 am – 4 pm
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Eco-friendly materials used
Experienced staff and fully insured

We clean - Ovens, Agas, Ranges, Hobs, 
Extractors, Microwaves, BBQs

We cover all of Dorset
cleanovensdomestic@gmail.com

Clean Ovens Domestic Ltd

Call Dave on –
08007076629 or mobile: 07563693145
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Contact Tony  M: 07971 80132  E: sundiallandscapes@gmail.com

    @sundiallandscapesdorset

My service aims to enhance the existing features and solve specific problems in your 
garden, helping you unlock its true potential without always having to start from scratch.

I can provide innovative solutions to common garden problems,  
allowing you to make the most of your outdoor space.

All interior and exterior work including maintenance and repairs
Family run business - est. 1964

Living and working within the Parish for over 30 years

Email: justin.Hallett11@gmail.com
01305 889864  •  07784 206335

www.fondfarewellvets.co.uk

We offer a dignified and gentle 
home visit euthanasia service for 

dogs and cats in and around Dorset.

If we can help, please contact us
01300 320 332
07442 27 27 28

info@fondfarewellvets.co.ukinfo@fondfarewellvets.co.uk
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JON JOHNSON 
Plumbing and Heating Services

Old Dairy, Park Farm, Martinstown
Tel: 01305 889157 • Mobile: 07708 010528 

Email: jjpandh@sky.com

• Your friendly, local plumbing and heating engineer
• 30 years’ experience

• Reliable and competitive rates
• All aspects of plumbing and heating
• From small repairs, full installations

to general property maintenance

* Free quotations and advice *

 

A family run garage offering servicing, repairs and MOT’s for your car or commercial vehicle.  Our lead 
technician Gary has been servicing Charminster and the local area for over 25 years, now heading his own team 
of mechanics and qualified MOT testers. Now incorporating Dorset Performance Exhausts & Tuning Ltd. 

 • Class 4 MOT’s for cars and smaller vans 
• Class 7 MOT’s for commercial vehicles weighing 3,000 to 3,500kg 
• Servicing, repairs, welding and diagnostic facilities 
• Seasonal vehicle checks, including underbody rustproofing  
• Hybrid Electric Vehicles 
• Supply and fit new tyres, with over 100 in stock 
• Agents for Terraclean™ DPF Cleaning 
• Vehicle collection and delivery service. 
• Courtesy cars available for booking 
• Bespoke Exhaust systems & Engine Tuning 

 
REAR OF FILLING STATION, A35 WINTERBOURNE ABBAS,  

DORCHESTER, DORSET. DT2 9LJ 
wataasltd@gmail.com     winterbourneabbasautos.co.uk 

01305 880013 
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ROSEMARY ROGERS CATERING
Lower Muckleford Farm • Muckleford • DT2 9SW

T: 07788436797  •  E: Rosemarywdt2@gmail.com

Arrangement of 
hire of cutlery and 

crockery

Anything from a plate of sandwiches to a wedding buffet
Christening lunches/teas  •  Wedding celebrations

Funeral refreshments  •  Fill your freezer  •  Dinner parties  •  Office lunches 
Corporate entertainment  •  One pot wonders

Tel: 01305 772096
Mobile: 07759 403805
johnstilesdesign@hotmail.com
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ING
Let me take the 

strain out of your 

Young, Strong Ex Forestry Worker, 
Offers Reliability and Competitive 
Rates: General & Heavy Garden
Work, Lawns, Strimming, Hedges 
and Odd Jobs

Ring Max Deller: 
01305 889296 or 07826 636153

Why not advertise in this magazine?
FULL COLOUR third page, half page or even a full page ad...
Current rates & specifications enquiries, and advertisement copy for each month’s issue to: 

Graham Herbert - Valley and Valence Editor
Tel: 01305 889786 or email: info@valleyandvalence.co.uk
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PROUD TO HAVE SERVED THE LOCAL 

COMMUNITY FOR 160 YEARS
1861 – 2021

8 Princes St, Dorchester, DT1 1TW
www.grassby-funeral.co.uk  Tel: (01305) 262338

GRASSBY  FUNERAL  SERVICE

Proud to have served the 
local community for 

160 years
1861 – 2021

GRASSBY  & SONS  LTD

www.grassby-funeral.co.uk  Tel: (01305) 262338

MEMORIAL MASONS
Dorchester Road, Grimstone

FUNERAL SERVICE
8 Princes St, Dorchester 

www.grassby-stone.co.uk        Tel: (01305) 269678

Proud to have served the 
local community since 

1861
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JON BUDDLE
TREE SURGERY & GARDENING SERVICES
(MOWING, HEDGE CUTTING ETC.)

FULLY INSURED  •  NPTC CERTIFICATED

For a FREE quote:
Phone: 01305 889982    Mobile: 07775 806488

ARTHUR WESTLAKE LOGS
I am a certified seller of ‘ready to burn’ coppice logs 
from a local farm. 

The logs are mixed Hazel, Ash and Beech, from a local 
coppice, which are under 20% moisture.

Sold by the bag at £6 each and can be collected from 
Old Pound Cottage or we can deliver, if over 10 bags.

Mobile no: 07967823410

OLD POUND COTTAGE, Winterbourne Steepleton, Dorchester DT2 9LH
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If you love your lawn,  
you’ll love GreenThumb.  
Our year-round treatments 
will give your grass the 
TLC it deserves, so you  
get a lawn you can 
feel good about.

HAPPY PLACE, 
RESTORED

Discover more at  
greenthumb.co.uk

Dorchester - 01305 889200  dorchester@greenthumb.co.uk

Scan here
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Design & Artwork by Herbert Design     •       Published by The Winterbournes PCC

C.A.AERIALS    Ltd
Installations & Repairs

•  Freeview   •  Freesat   
•  DAB   •  Sky Dishes
•  Multipoints   •  VHF

Town & rural  areas covered

Telephone: 01305 839681 
or Mobile: 07979 876071

*

* One per houshold
   T&Cs apply

Business Insurance  •  Commercial & Residential Landlords Insurance  •  Holiday Home Insurance  •  Personal Insurance  •  Travel Insurance

Are you getting the service and advice you 
need to protect your home or business?
At David Upshall Insurance services we pride ourselves on 
our old fashioned service, whilst embracing the latest 
technology.

As our client you are important to us, 
you can expect your dedicated account 
handler to give you the best advice when 
setting up your policy and continued support when you need it. 

We’re here to help...

To find out more contact our office on: 01305 268883 or 
David Upshall on: 07818 035450  •  email: david@davidupshall.co.uk

DAVID UPSHALL
Insurance Services

DAVID UPSHALL
Insurance Services

44 South Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1DQ
E: info@davidupshall.co.uk
W: www.davidupshall.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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